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TO 

David gardiner, Efq ; 

i . . 

Cornet in Sir John Copb's 
Regimfot of D&AGOQNs. 

Dear Sir, 

WHile my heart is following you 
witlx a truly paternal folicitude 
through all the dangers of -maiitary 
r fife, in which you are thus early- en- 
gaged, anxious for your fafety amidfl 
I the inftriwnents of death, and the far 
1 more dangerous allurements of vice, I 
I feel a peculiar pleafure in being able at 
plength, though after ^ fuch long delays, 
> to put into your hands the memoirs with / 
[ whiek I now prefent you. They con- 
.^tain many particulars, which would ,. 
'|have been worthy of your attentive no- 
Jl tice had they related to a perfon of the 
^ moft diftant nation or age : But they 
^ will, I doubt not, command your pe-- 
Uuliar regard^ as they are facred ta 
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VI DEDICATION. 

the memory of that excellent man 
from whom you had.the honour to de- 
rive your birth, and by whofe gene- 
rous and afFedtionate care you have 
been laid under all the obligations 
which the beft of fathers could confer 
on a moft beloved fon. 

Here, Sir, you fee a Gentleman, 
who with all the advantages of a liberal 
and religious education, added to eve- 
ry natural accomplifhment .that could 
render, him moft agreeable, entered, 
before he had attained the ftature of a 
man, on thofe arduous and generous 
fcr vices to which you are devoted, and 
behaved in them with a gallantry and 



^ courage which will always give . a * 
fp5endcr to his name among the Bri- 

Itifli ibldiery, and render him an. ex- 
ample to all officers of his rank. But, 
alas ! amidft all the intrepidity of the 
mQrual HerOyjoyx fee him vanquifhed 
by the blandifhments of pleafure, and \ 
r in chace of it plunging hinifelf .'into 
[ * follies and vices, for which no want 
of ijdu cation or genius could have been 
L a. fufficicnt excufe. You behold hinr 
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urging the ignoble and fatal piirfuit^ 
unmoved by the terrors which death 
was continually dai'ting around him, 
and the irioft fignal deliverances by 
which Providence again and again 
refcued him from thofe terrors, till 
at length he was reclaimed by an ever- 
memorable interpofitionof divine grace. 
Then you have the pleafure of feeing 
him become in good earneft a convert 
to Cbrijlianity^ and by fpeedy advances 
growing up into one of its brightefl 
ornaments ; his mind continually fill- ^ 
ed with the great ideas which the goJP* 
pel of our Redeemer fuggefts, andbring- 
ing the bleffed influence of its fublime 
principles into every relation of mili-i 
tary and civil, of public and domeflic, 
life. You trace him perfevering in a 
fteady and uniform courfe of goodnefs 
thro* a long feries of honourable and 
profperous years, the delight of all that 
^ -were fo happy as to know him, and, , 
' • in his fphere, the mofl faithful guar- 
dian of his country ; till at laft, worn 
out with honourable labours, and bro- 
. ken with infirmities which they had 
. haftened upon him before the time, you. 
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him forgetcmg theiri at once at the 
1 of duty and providence; with ali 
; generous ardour of his mofl vigo* 
IS days rufhing on the enemies of 
igion and liberty, fuftaining their 
)ck with the moft dehberate forti- 
ie, when deferted by thqfe that Ihould 
ve fupported him, and cheerfully 
rificing the little remains of a mor-* 

life in the triumphant views of a 
>rious immortality* 

This, Sir, is the noble obJeA I pre- 
xt to your view: and you will, I 
pe, fix your eye continually upon it,, 
dwill never allow yourfelf for one 
f to forget that this illuftrious maii 
Colonel Gardiner, your ever- 
^notired father, who, having appro-* 
d his^deKty to the d^tb^ and recei- . 
d a crown of life^ feems, as it werq, 
' what you here read, to be calling, 
t to you from amidft the cloud of 
tncjfts with which yoa are furround- 
, and urging you, by every generous, 
ider, filial fentiment, to mark the 
jtfteps of his Cbrijlian race^ a'nd fire- 
oijfly to^mantjun/^i?/ cor^at where 
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the f icflory is thro' divine grace cer- 
tain, and the prize aa eternal kingdom 
in the heavens. 

The laft number pf the Appendix in- 
troduces a moft worthy triumvirate of 
your father's friends, following him 
thro' the fame heroic path to an end 
like his, and with pleafure pouring 
forth their lives in blood for the rel- 
cue and prefervation of their dearer 
country. And I trull the eloquence 
of their examples will be prevalent with 
many, to emulate' the many virtues 
for which they were confpicuous. 

My hopes, Sir, that all thefe power- 
ful motives will especially have their 
full efficacy on You, are greatly encou- 
raged by the certainty which I have 
of your being well acquainted with the 
evidence of Chrijlianity in its full ex- 
tent ; a criminal ignorance of which, 
in the midft pf great adva/itages for 
learning them, leaves fo many of our 
I young people a prey to Deifm^ and ^o 
I tp yice and ruin, which generally bring 
up its rear. My life would be a cou- 
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tinual burthen to me^ if I kad not a \ 
iCOJ&lcioufnejfe in the fight of God, that ] 
during the years in which the impor- 
tant truftof your education was com- j 
mitted to my care, I had laid before 
you the proofs both of natural and re- i 
vealed religion, in what I affuredly 
Cjfteetn to be, with regard to the judg- 
ment, if they are carefully exailiincd, ^ 
an irrefiftible light; and that I had 
endeavoured to attend them with thofe ^ 
addrefles which might be moft likely 
to imprefs your heart* You have not, . 
dear Sir, forgotten, and I am confi- 
dent you can never entirely forget, the i 
affiduity with which I have laboured 1 
to form your. mind, not only to what | 
might be ornamental to you in hu- 1 
man life, but above all, to a true tafte i 
of what is really excellent, and an I 
early contempt of thofe vanities by 
which the generality of our youth, 
efpecially in your ftation are debafed, 
cnervatdd, and. undone^ My private 
as well as public addreffes for this pur-] 
pofe, I know, will be remembered by 
you, and the tears of tender ne& with. 






which t^y have fi> often been acconw 
panied: And may tbey be fo remem-^ 
htPeAy thkt tbey who are moft tender^* 
lycpncernecj »ay be comforted un- 
der the lofs offuch aniileftimable friend 
as Colonel Gardinir, by feeing 
that his chara^er, in all its moft ami* 
able and relplendent parts, liyes in yon; 
and tliat, how difficult foever ii may be 
to adl \ip to that Height of expedtation 
Tvith which the^ eyes of the world will 
be fixed on th6 Ion of llich a father, 
you are,, in the ftrength of divine grace, 
attempting it, at leaft are foUowirig 
him with, generous emulati:on,and with 
daily folicitude,, that the fteps may be 
Icfs uneqnalf 

May the Lord God of your father, 
and, I will add, of both your pious 
aud honourable parents, animate your 
heart more and more with fuch views, 
and fentiments as thefe! May H£ guard 
your life amidft every fcene of danger, 
to be a proteftion and bleiiing to thoie 
that are yet unborn; and may HE give 
you, in fome far diftant period of time. 
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to refign it by a gentler ^cjiflblution than- 
the hero from whom you fpruug, or, 
if unerring Wifdoxn appoint other- 
wife, to end it with equal glor j ! 

I am^ 

Dear Sir, 

Your ever faithful, 

AffedUonate Friend, and 

Obliged humble Servant, 

KorthampUn^ "> 

x^ July, ii^ti* 3 . 

p. Doddridge. 
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- § I. VITHEN I promifed the Public 
W Tome larger account of the 
life and charafter of this illuftrious pcrfou 
than I could conveniently infert in iny 
fermon on the fad occafion of his death, 
I was fccure, that, if Providence conti- 
nued my capacity of writing, I fliould not 
wholly difappoint the cxpeftation. For I 
was furnifhed with a v^iriety of particu- 
lars, which appeared to me worthy of ge-. 
ncral notice, in confequeace of that in^i. 
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mate fricndfliip with which he liad ho- 
noured me during the fix laft years of his 
life ; a friendfliip which led him to opea 
his heart to mc in repeated converfations, 
with an unbounded confidence, as (he then 
aflured me, Beyond what he had ufed with 
any other man living,) fo far as religious 
experiences were concerned : And I had 
alfo received feverai very valuable lettjs:rs 
from him, during the'tirtie of our'abfence 
from each other, which contained moft 
genuine and edifying traces of his Chriftian 
charafter. But I hoped farther to learn 
many valuable particulars from the papers \ 
of his own elolet, and from his letters to ' 
other friends, as well as from what they j 
more circumflantially knew concerning him : < 
I therefore determined to delay the exe- 
cution of my promife, till I could enjoy ; 
thefe advantages for performing it in the \ 
moft fatisfaftory mariner; nor have I, on \ 
the whole, reafon to regret that determi- ^^ 
nation. \ 

% %.\ (hall not trouble the Reader with I 
all the e?iufes which concurred to retard 
thefe cxpeftcd affiftances for almoft a whole 
year: the chief of them were, the* tedious 
languilhing illnefs of his afflifted Lady, 
through whofc hands it was proper the pa- 
pers fhould pafs, together with the confu- 
fipn into w^bich the Rebels had throvm 
"^em when they ranfackcd his feat at Bank- 
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ton, where moft of them were depofited* 
But having now received fuch of them ts. 
have cfcaped their voracious hands, and 
could conveniently be coUe^ed and trani- 
mitted, I fet myfelf with the* greateft plea- 
fure to perform, what I efteem, not mere- 
ly a tribute of gratitude to the memory of 
my invaluable friend, (though never was. 
the memory of any mortal man more pre- 
cious and facred to me •,) but of duty to 
Goi>, and to my fellow-creatures : For I 
liave a moft cheerful hope, that the narra- 
tive I am. now to write, will, under the 
divrnc bleffing, be a means of: fpreading, 
what of all things in the world ^very be- 
nevolent heart wIU moft defire to fprcad, 
a warm and lively fenfe of rcligioQi 

^ 3. My 0WJ5. heart has^ been fo much 
edified' and animated by what I have read 
in the memoirs of perfons who have been 
eminent for wifdom and piety, that I can- 
not but wifli the tre?,farc ^lay be iBore and 
more increaled ; and I would hope the 
world may gather the like valuable fruits 
from the Ijfe I am now attempting ; not 
-only a^ it will contain very fingular circum- 
ftances, which may excite a general curio- 
fity, but as it comes attended with fome 
other particular advantage. 

§ 4. The Reader is here to furvey a cbai- 
rafter of fuch eminent and various good- 
nefe, as mighjC demand venerar ion, and 
B 2 
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infpire him with. a deiirc to imitate it too, 
iiad it appeared in the pbfcurefl: ratik : But 
it will furely command fomc peculiar re? 
gard, when viewed in fo elevated and im- 
portant a ftation, efpecially as it ftione, i 
not in ecclcfiaftical, but military life, where 
the temptations are fo many, and the pre- 
valency of the <:ontrary charafter fo great, 
that k may feem no inconfiderable praifc 
and 'felicity to be free from difTolute vice, 
and to retain what in moft other profef- 
fions might be efteemed only a mediocrity 
of virtue* It may furely with the highcft 
juftice be expefted, , that the title and bra- 
very of Colonel Gardiner will invite ma- 
ny of our officers and foldiers, to whom 
his name has been long honourable and 
dear, to perufe this account of him with 
fome peculiar attention. In confequencc 
of which, it may be a means of increafing 
the number, and brightening the charac- i 
ter, of thofe who are already adorning j 
their office, their country, and their reli- 
gion, and of reclaiming thofe who will 
fee rather what they -ought to be than 
wiizi they arc. On the whole, to the gen- 
tlemen of the fword I would particularly i 
(jffer thcfe mcraoirs, as theirs by fo diftin- 
jvpiflied a title : Yet I am firmly perfuadcd 
there are none whofc office is fo facred, or 
whofe proficiency in the religious life is io 
advanced, but they may find fomethiag to 
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demand their thantfulnefs, iaod to awakca 
iheir emulation. 

§ 5, Colonel James Gardiner, of whom 
wc write; was the fon of Captain Patrick 
Gardiner, of the family of Tor wood-head, 
by Mrs Mary Hodge, of the family of 
pladfmuir. The Captain, who was maf- 
ler of a handfoine eftate, fcrved many 
years in the army of King William and 
C^ecn Anne, and died abroad with the 
Britifli 'forces in Germany, quickly after 
the baptle of Hochftet, thro* the fatigues 
fie underwent in the duties of that cele^ 
brated campaign. He had a company in 
the regiment of foot, once commanded by 
Colotiel Hodge, hi^ valianl brother-in-law,, 
who v/as llain at the head of that regiment, 
(my memorial from Scotland fays,) at the 
baule of Stecnkifk, which was fought ia 
the year 1692. 

§ 6. Mrs Gardiner, our CoIonePs mou- 
ther, was a L^dy of a very valuable cha- 
rafter ; but it pleafed GO0 to exercife her 
with very uncommon trials ; for fhe not 
only loft her hufband .and her brother in 
the fervice of their country, as before re- 
lated, but alfo her eldeft fon,. Mr Robert 
Gardiner, on the day which completed the 
fixteenth year of his age, at the ficge of 
Namur in 1695. , But there is gr^t 'rca- 
fon to believe Gob blcfled thefe various: 
and heavy aflBiiftions, as the means of formr- 
B3 
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ing her ta that eminent degree of piety, 
which will render her memory honourable 
as long as it continues. 

§ 7. Her fccond fon, the worthy pcrfon 
of whom I am now' to give a more particu- 
lar account, was born at Carriden in Lin- 
lithgowihire on the lotli of January A. D. 
1687-8 ; the memorable year of that glo* 
rious Revolution which he juftly efteemed 
among the happieft of all events. So that 
when he was flain in the defence of thofc 
liberties which God then by fo gracious a 
providence refcued from utter deftruAion, . 
i. e. on the aijp: of September i745> h^ j 
was aged fifty-ievcn years,^ eight months, 
and eleven days. ' | 

§ 8. The annual return of his birth-day 1 
was obferved by him in the latter and bet- 
ter years of his life, in a manner very dif- j 
ferent from what is commonly praftifed: 
for inftead of making it a day of feftivity, I 
am told he rather diftinguiihed it as a fcafoa 
of more than ordinary humiliation before 
God ; both in commemoration of thofc 
mercies which he received in the firft open- 
ing of life, and under an aflfeftiotiatc fenfe, 
a^ well as of his long alienation from the 
great Author and fupport of his being, as 
of the many imperfeilions which he lament- 
ed, in the beft of his days and fervices. 

S 9. I have not met with many things 
remarkable concerning the early year$^ of 
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his life, only that his mother took care to 
inftruft him with great tendernefs ;^nd af^ 
feftion in the principles of true Chriftia* 
nity. He was alfo trained up in human li- 
terature at the fchool in Linlithgow, where 
he made a very confiderablc progrefs in 
the languages. I remember to have heard 
him quote fome paffages of the Latin daf- 
fies very pertinently, though bis employ- 
ment in life, and the various turns whi^h 
Ws mind look under different impulfes . in 
fucceeding years prcvciited him from cuki- 
vating fucli ftudies, . 

§ 10. Th« good effcds of his mother's 

prudent and exemplary care were not (o 

confpicuous as flie wiflied and hoped, in 

the younger part of her fon's life ;. yet 

there is great reafon to believe they were 

not entirely loft. As they were probably 

the occafion of many conviftions, which 

.in his younger years were overborne, fo 

I doubt not, that when religious impref- 

fions took that ftrong hold of his heart, 

which they aftcrvirards did, that ftock of 

kiiowledge, which had been fo early laid 

up in his miind, was found of conficferablc 

fervice^ And I have heard them make the 

obfcrvation, as an encouragement to ps^ 

rents aiid othir pious friends, to do their 

duty, and to hope for thofe good confe- 

qucnces of it which may not immediately 

appear. 
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§ II. Could his mother, or a very re- 
ligioiis aunt ; (of whofc good inftruftions 
and exhortations I have often heard him 
Ipeak with pleafure,) have prevailed, he 
would not have thought of a military life ; 
from which it is no wonder thefe ladies 
endeavoured to diffuade him, confidering 
the mournful experience they had of the 
dangers attending it, and the dear rda- 
tives they had loft already by itV But it 
fuited his taftc ; and the ardour of his fpi- 
rit, animated hy the perfuafions of a friend 
who greatly urged it*, was not to be re- 
ftrained. Nor will the reader wonder,^ 
that thus excited and fupported, it eafily 
overbore their tender remonftraeces, when 
he knows that this lively youth fought 
three duels before he attained to the fea- 
ture of a man ; in one of which, when 
he was but eight years old, he received 
from a boy much older than himfelf, a 
wound in his right .cheek, the fear of which 
was always very apparent. The falfe 
fenfe of honour which inftigated him to 
it might feem indeed fomething excufe*- 
able in thofc unripencd years, .and confi- 
dering the profeflion of his iFather, brother, 
and uncle ; but I have often heard him 
mention this raflmefs with that regretj 

♦ I fuppofe this to have been Brigadier General 
Rue, who had from his childhopd a peculiar affec- 
tion for him. 
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, which the reflcftion would naturally give 
to fo wife and good a man in the maturity 
of life. And 1 have been informed, that 
after his remarkable converfion, he decli- 
ned accepting a challange, with this calm 
and truely great reply, which in a man of 
his experienced bravery was exceeding, 
graceful : " I fear finning, though you know 
" I do not fear fighting/' 

§ 12. He ferved firfl: as a Cidet, which 
m\^ have been very early ; and then, at 
fourteen years old, he bore an Enfign's 
commifiSon in a Scots regiment in the Dutch 
fervice ; in which he continued till the 
year 1702, when (if my information be 
right) he received an Enfign's commiiTion 
from Queen Anne, which he bore in tthe 
battle o?" Ramillies, being then in the nine- 
teenth year of his age. In this ever-me- 
morable aftion, he received a wound in 
his mouth by a mulket-ball, which hath of- 
ten been reported to be the occafion of 
his converfion. That report was a mifta- 
. ken one ; but as forae very remarkable cir- 
cumftanccs attended this affair, v/hich 1 
have had the *pleafure of heating more 
than once from his own mouth, I hope my 
reader will excufe me, if I give hhn fo 
uncommon a ftory at large. 

§ 13. Our young eiHcer was of a party 

.in the forlorn Hope, and was commanded 

W what feemed almoft a defperate fervice 
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to difpoffefs the French of the chtirch-yard 
at Ramillies, where a conQderabk anm- 
ber of them were polled to reme^rkable 
advantage. They fuccceded much better 
than was expefted ; and it may well be 
fuppofed, that Mr Gardiner, who had be- 
fore been in feveral encounters, and had 
the view of making his fortune to animate 
the natural intrepidity of his fpirit, was 
glad of fuch an opportunity of fignaliziiij 
himfclf. Accordingly he had planted his 
colours on an advanced ground \ and while 
he. was calling to his men, (probably in 
that horrid language which is fo peculiar 
a difgrace to our foldiqry, and fo abfurdly 
common in fuch articles of extrende dan* 
ger,) he received a {hot into his mouthy 
which, without beating out any of his 
teeth, or touching the fore-part of his 
tongue, went through his neck, and came 
out about an inch and a half on the left fide 
of the Vertebrse. Not feeling at firft the 
pain of the ftroke, he >vondered what was 
become of the ball, and in the wildnefs of 
his furprife began to fufpeft he had fwal- 
lowed it ; but, • dropping foon after, he 
traced the paffage of it by his finger, when 
he could difcoveV it no other way ; which 
I mention as one circumftance among ma- 
ny which occur, to make it probable that 
the greater part of thofe who^ fall in battle 
by thefe inftruments qf deathj^ feel very 
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little anguifh from the moft mortal wounds. 
§ 14. This accident happened about 
five or fix in the evening, on tha 23d day 
of May, in the year 1706: and the army 
purfurag its advantages againft the French, 
without ever regarding the •. wounded, 
(which was, it fecms, the Dufcc of Marl- 
borough's conftant method,* bur young 
o%er lay all night on the field, agitated, 
f as may well be fuppofed, with a great va- 
! tiety of thoughts. He affured me that 
when he reflefted upon the circumftances 
oi his wound, that a ball fliould, as he then 
conceived it, go through his head without 
killing him, he thought God had preferved 
him by mirack, and therefore affuredly 
i concluded that he fhoBid live, abandoned 
I and defpcrate as his ftate then feemed to 
[ be. Yet, (which to me appeared very a- 
ftonifliing,) he had little thoughts of hum- 
. bling himfelf before God, and returning to 
I him after the wanderings of a life fo li- 
I ccntioufly begun. But expefting to reco- 
ver, his mind was taken up with contri- 
vancesrto fecure his gold, of which he had 
I a pretty deal about him j and he had re* 
! courfe to a very odd expedient, which pro- 
ved fuccefsful. Expefting to be ftripped, 
he firft^took out a haadful of that clotted 
gore, of which he was frequently obliged 
to clear his mouth, or he would have been 
choaked; and putting it into his left hand^ 
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he took out his money, (which I think 
was about nineteen piftoles,) and fliutting j 
his hand, and befmearing the back part of | 
it With blood, he kept it in this pofition 
till the blood dried in fuch a manner, that j 
his hand could not cafily fall open, though , 
any fuddeu furprife Ihould happen, in which . 
he might . lofe the prefence of mind which 
that concealment otherwife would have re- 
quired. 

§ 15. In the morning the French, who 
were mafters of that foot, though their 
forces were defeated at fome diftance, came 
to plunder the flain ; and feeing him to ap- 
pearance almoft expiring, one of them was 
juft applying a fword to his breaft, to de- 
ftroy the little remainder of life, when 
in the critical moment, upon which all the 
extraordinary events of fuch a life as his 
afterwards prpved were fufpended, a Cor- 
delier, who attended the plunderers, in- 
terpofed, taking him by his drefs for a 
Frenchman, and iaid, •* Do not kill that 
** poor child,** Our young foldier heard 
all that paffcd, though he was not able to 
fpeak one word,; and, opening his eyes, 
made a fign for fomething to drink. They 
gave him a fup of fome fpiritous liquor, 
which happened to be at hand, by which 
he faid he found a more fenfible refrcfli* 
ment than he could remember from any 
thing he. had tafted either before or fincc. 
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Thtn fignifying to the Friar to lean down 
his car to his mouth, he employed the firfl 
efforts of his feeble breath in telling him, 
(what, alas ! was a contrived falfehood,) 
that he was nephew to the Governor of 
Huy, a neutral town in the neighbourhood, 
and that, if he could take aiiy method of 
conveying him thither, he did not doubt 
but his uncle would liberally reward him. 
He had indeed a friend at Huy, (who I 
think was Governor, and if I miftakc* 
not, had been acquainted with the Captain 
i/s father,) from whom he expefted a kind 
reception : But the relation was only pre- 
tended. On hearing this, they laid him 
on a fort of hand-barrow, and fent him by 
a file of mufqueteers towards the place j 
but the men loft their way, and got into a 
wood towards the evening, in which they 
were obliged to continue all night. The 
poor patient's wound being ftill updreffed, 
it is not to be wondered theit by this time 
it raged vioFcntly. ^ The anguifli of it en- 
gaged him earneftly to beg that tliey 
Would either kill him - outright, or leave 
him there to die, without the torture of 
any farther motion ; and indeed tliey were 
obliged to reft for a confiderable time 011 
account of their o^n wearinefs. Thus he 
fpent the fetond night in the open air, 
without any thing more than a comtnon 
laBda?:«=^ to ftanch the blood. JHe hath cf- 

c 
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ten mentioned it as a moft aftoniftiing pro- 
A'idencc that he did Hot bleed to death, 
which, niider GoD, he afcribed to the re- 
m.ivkiihlf caldnefs of thefe two nights. 

§ i6* judging it quite unfafe to attempt 
carrying him to Huy, from whence they ; 
Were now feveral miles diftant, his convoy 
took hhii early in the morning to a Con- 
vent in the neighbourhood, where he was 
liofpitabty received, and treated with great 
kindnefs and tendernefs. But the cure of 
his wonnd was committed to an ignorant 
barb tr- fur geon, who lived neat the houfc ;. i 
the bed ftift that could theti be made, at 
a time when it may eafily be fuppofqd per- 
fons of ability in that profefiion had their 
liands full of employnient. The tent ; 
which thh artift Applied, was almoft like a : 
peg driven into the wound ; and gentle- j 
men of iTcill and experience, when they ^ 
came to hear of the manner in which he 
Xvas treated, wondered how he could pof- 
libly furvive fuch maoagement. But by 
the bleffing of God on thefe applications, ^ 
rough as they were, he recovered in a few J 
months. The Lady Abbefs, who called ^ 
him her fon, treated him with t||je aiFec- 
tion and care of a mother ; and he always 
declared, that every thing which he faw 
within thefe walls was conduced with th^e 
ftrifteft decency and decorum. He recci- ■ 
Yed.a "^reat many devout admonitions from 

ii 
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the ladies there ; and they would fahi have . 
perfuaded him to acknowledge what they 
thought was fo miraculous a deliverance, 
by embracing the Catholic Faith, as they 
were pleafed to call it. But they^ could not 
fucceed: for though no religion lay near 
his heart, yet he had too much of the fpi- 
rit of a gentleman lightly to change, that 
form of religion which he wore (as k were) 
Idofe about him, as well as too much 
good fenfe to fwallow thofe monftrous- 
ahfurdities of popery which immediately 
prefented themfelves to him, unacquainted; 
as he was with the niceties of the contro- 
vcrfy. . 

§ 17. When his liberty was, regained 
by an exchange ef pnfoners, and his health 
■thoroughly eftablillied, he was far from 
jpridcring i^.ntO' the Lord according to that 
wonderful difplay of divine mercy which 
he had experienced. I know very little; 
of the particulars of thofe wild, thought- 
lefs, and wretched year , which lay be- 
tween the nineteenth ^Jid thinieth of his* 
hfe ; except it be, that he frequently ex- 
perienced the divine g6odnefs in renewed' 
inftances, particularly in preferving him iu 
ftveral hot military actions, m all which 
he never received fo much as a tv'ound af- 
ter, this, forward- as he was in tempting 
danger; and yet, that all thefe years were 
fpent in an entire alienation hom.^ God^ 
C 2.. 
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» and an eager purfuit of animal pleafurc, as 
his fupreme good. The feries of criminal 
amours, in which he was almoft inceffant- 
\j engaged during this time, mufl proba- 
bly have a^orded fome remarkable adven- 
tures and occurrences ; but the memory of 
them is periflied. Nor do I think it un- 
worthy of notice here, that amidfl: all the 
intimacy of this friendfliip, and the many 
hours of chearful as well as ferious con- 
verfe which we fpent together, I never re- 
member to have heard him fpeak of any 
of thefe hitrigues, otherwife than in the 
general with deep and folemn abhorrence. 
This I the rather mention, as it Teemed a 
moft genuine proof of his unfeigned re- 
pentance, which I think there is great 
reafon to fufpe£l, when people feem- to 
take a pleafurc ia relating and defcribing^ 
fcenes of vicious indulgence, which yet 
^ey. profefs to have difapproved- and for- 
faken; 

§ 1 8. Amidfl: all thefe pernicious wan- 
derings from the paths of religion, virtue, 
and happinefs, he approved hirnftlf fo well 
in tis military chara(n:er, that he was made 
a Lieutenant in that year, viz. 1706 ; and 
am told he was very quickiy after pro- 
moted to 'a Cornet's commiffion in Lord 
Stair's regiment of the Scots Grevs ; and 
on the 31ft of January, in the years 1714- 
J 5, was made Captain-Lieutenant in Colo- 



r 



Life ^Golonel Gardiner-. 2:9 

Del Ker's regiment of dragoons. \\t had 
the honour of being known to the Earl of 
Stair fome time before, and was made his 
Aid de Camp ; and wheji, upon his Lord* 
Slip's being appointed Ambaflador from 
his late Majefty to the court of France, he 
made fo fplendid an entrance into Pa^ris, 
Captain Gardiner was. his Mafter of the 
Horfe; and I have been told, that a great 
deal of the care of that admirably well-ad- 
}ufted ceremony fell upon him ; fo that he 
gained great credit by the manner in which 
ie conduced it. Under the benign influ- 
ences of his Lordftiip*s favour, (which to 
the laft day of his life he retained,) a Cap- 
taints xrommijEon was procured for him,, 
(dated July 22d, in the year 17 15,) in the" 
regiment of dragoons commanded by Co- 
lonel Stanhope, (now Earl of Harrington \) 
and, in the year 1717, he A^as advanced to 
the majority of that regiment, in which 
office he continu-sd till it was reduced on 
November the loth 1718,. when he was. 
put out of commifTion. But then his Ma- 
jefty King George I. was fo thoroughly ap- 
prifed of his faithful and important fcrvi- 
, ces, that he gave him ,his fign-manual, en- 
titling him to the firft majority^ that flioulcl: 
become vacant in any reghnent of horfe or' 
dragoons, which happened about five years- 
^tfccr^ to be in Croft's regiment of ~dra- 
gomis, in which he received a commiffion,, 
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dated June the ift 1724 ; and on the 20th. 
of July the fame year he was made major 
of an older regiment, commanded by the 
Earl of Stair. 

§ 19. As 1 am now fpeaking of fo many 
of his military preferments, I will difpatch 
the accpunt of them by obferving, that on 
the 24th of January 1729-30, he was ad- 
vanced to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel 
in the fame regiment, long under the com- 
mand of Lord Cadogan, with whofe fdend- 
{bip this brave and vigilant oiEcer was alfo 
honoured for many years. And he conti- 
nued in this rank and regiment till' the 19th 
of April ^1743, when he received a Co- 
loners commiffion over a regiment of dra- 
goons, ^tely commanded by- Brigadier 
Bland ; at the head of which he valiantly 
fell, in the defence of his Sovereign and his 
country, about two years and a half after 
he received it. 

§ 20. We will now return to that pe- 
riod of his life which paffed at Paris, the 
fcene of fuch remarkable and important 
events. He continued, (if I remember, 
right,) feveral years under the roof of the 
brave and generous Earl of Stair, to whom 
he endeavoured to approve himfelf by e- 
ycry inftance of diligent and faithful fer- 
vice. And his'Lordfhip gave no inconfi- 
(^erabl6 proof of the dependance which he 
had 'Uponliim, when, in the beginning of 
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the year 17 15, he entrufled him with the 
important difpatches, relating to a difco- 
very, which, by a feries of admirable po- 
licy, he had made, of a defign which the 
French King was then forming for inya- 
diug Great Britain in favouf of the Pre- 
tender, in which the French apprehended 
they were fo fure of fuccefs, that it feem- 
ed a point of friendftiip in one of the chief 
counfellors of that court, to diffuade a de- 
pendant of his from accepting fome em- 
ployment under his- Britannic Majefty, 
when propofed by his envoy there j be- 
caufe it was faid, that in lefs than fix weeks 
there would be a revolution in favour of 
what they called the family of the Stuarts. 
The Captain difpatched his journey with 
the utmoft fpeed ; a variety of circumftan- 
CCS happily concurred to accelerate: it ; and 
they, who remember howfoon the regi- 
ments which that emergency required were 
raifed and armed, will, I doubt not, efteem 
it a memorable inftance, both of the mod 
cordial zeal in the friends of the govern- ^•**- 
ment, and of the gracious care of Divine 
Providence, over the houfe of Hanover 
and the Britifli liberties, fo incomparably 
conncfted with its intereft. 

§• 21. While Captain Gardiner was at 
London, in one of the journies he made 
upon this occafion, he, with that frinknefs 
^hich w^s natural to him, and wlxich ia 
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thofe days was not always under, the mod 
> prudent reftraint, ventured to predift, from, 
what he knew of the bad ftate of the French 
king^s health, that he would not live fix 
weeks. This was niade known by forae 
fpies who were at St James's, and came 
to be reported at the court of Verfallles ; 
for he received letters from fomc friend? 
at Paris, advtfing him not to return 
thither, unlefs he could reconcile him- 
fclf to a lodging in the Baftile. But he 
was foon free from that apprehenfion j for, 
if I miftake not, before half that time was 
accompliflied, Lewis XIV. died * ; and, it 
is generally thought, his death was haften* 
ed by a very accidental circumftance, which 
had fome reference to the Captain^s pro- 
phecy. For the laft time he ever dined in 
public, which was- a very little while after 
the report of it had been made there, he. 
happened to difcover our Britifli Envoy 
among the fpeftators. The penetration 
of thb illuftrious perfon was too great, and 
his attachment to the intereft of his royal 
mafter too well known not to render him 
very difagreeablc to that crafty and tyran- 
nical prince, whom God had fo long fuffer- 
cd to be the difgrace of monarchy, and. 
the fcourge of Europe. He at firft appear- 
ed yery languid, as indeed he was j but on; 

♦Sept. 1. 1715,. 
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darting his eye upon the Earl of Stair, he 
afFefted to appear before him in a much 
better ft ate of health than he really was ; 
and therefore, as if he had been awakened 
on a, fudden from fome deep reverie^ im- 
mediately put himfelf into an ereft po- 
fture, called up a laboured vivacity into his 
countenance, and eat much more heartily 
than was by any means advifeable, repeat* 
iiig it two or three times to a noblemaa 
(I think the Duke of Bourbon, then in 
waiting, " Methinks I eat very well, for 
'^ a man who is to_ die fo foon *." But 
this infoad upon that regularity of living, 
which he had for fome time dbferved, a- 
greed fo ill with him, that he never reco- 
vci^d this meal, but died in Ids than a 
fortnight. This gave occafion for fouic 
hnmorons people to fay, that old Lewis, 
after all, was killed by a Briton. But if 
this llory be true, (which I think there 
^^^a be no room to' doubt, as the Colonel, 
from whom I havjs often heard it, thougli 
alrfent, could fcarce be mifinfonned,) it 
i^ight more properly be faid that he fell 
f>y' his own vanity : In which view I thought 
It fo remarkable, as not to be unworthy a ' 
place in thefe memoirs. 
'S 22. The Captain quickly returned^ 

// me femhle^ qui je ne niar^ge pas mal pour tin 
^^"ftme gut devoit inurlr ft tot. 
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and continued with fraall interruptions at 
Paris, at leafl till the year 1720, and hdw 
much longer I do not certainly know. The 
Earl's favour and generofity made him ea- 
fy in his affairs, though he was (as has 
been obferved above,) part of the time 
out of commiffion, by breaking the regiment 
to which he belonged, of which before he 
was Major. This was, in all probability, 
the gayefl: part of his life, and the mott 
criminal. Whatever wife and good ex-, 
amples he might find in the family where 
he had the honour to rcfide, it is certain 
that the French court, during the regency 
of the Duke of Orleatis, was one of the 
mod diffolute under heaven. , What, by a 
wretched abufe of language^ have been 
called intrigues of love and gallantry, were 
fo entirely to the Major's then aegeneratc 
tafte, that if not the whole bufinefs, at 
leaft the whole happinefs, of his Hfc, con- 
fided in them ;. and he had now too much 
kifure for one wlio was fo prone to abufe 
it. His fine conilitution, than which per- 
haps there was hardly ever a better, gave . 
him great opportupities gf indulging hjm- 
felfin thefe exceffes ; and his good fpiritS' 
enabled him to purfue his plcafures of eve- 
ry kind"; in fo alert and fprightly a«-m^- 
ner, that multitudes ejivied him, ^nd call- 
ed him, by a dreadful kina of compliment, 
' The happy rake* 
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§ 23. Yet flill the checks of confcience, 
ai^d fome remaining principles of fo good 
an education, would break in upon his moft 
licentious hour^ ; and I particularly remem- 
ber, he told me, that when fome of his 
diflfolute companions were once congratu- 
lating him on his diftinguifhed felicity, a 
dog happening at that time to come into 
the room, he could not forbear grosrfltng 
inwardly, and faying to himfelf, " Oh that 
*' I were that dog V Such was then his 
happinefs, and fuch perhaps is that of hun- 
dreds more, who bear themfelves highefl 
in the contempt of religion, and glory in 
that infamous fervitude which they affeft 
to call liberty. But thefe remonftrances 
of reafon and cohfcience were in vain ; 
and, in Ihort, he carried things fo far, in 
this wretched pyt of his life, that I am 
^ell affured fome fober Englifli gentlenran, 
who made no great pretences to Religion, 
how agreeable foever he might have been 
to them on other accounts, rather declined 
Aan^ fought his company, as fearing they 
^^ight have been infnared" and corrupted 
by it. 

S 24. Yet I cannot find that in thefe 
^oft abandoned days he was fond , of 
drinking. Indeed, he had never any natu- 
\^\ relifli for. that kind of intemperance, 
from which he v(fi to think a ntanly- pride 
J^ight be fufEcient to preferve J)erfons of 
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fcnfc and fpirit ; as by it they give up i 
every thing that diftingjiiflies them from 
the meanefl of their fpecies, or indeed 
from animals the mofl below it. So that 
if he ever fell into any exceffes of this 
kind, it was merely out of complajfance 
to his company, and that he might not ap- 
pear ftiif and Angular; His frank, obli- 
ging, and generous temper, procured hi'ra 
many friends ; "and thefe principles, which 
rendered him amiable to others, not being 
^ under the direftion pf true wifdom and 
piety, fometiraes made him, in the. ways , 
of hving he purfued, mor^ uneafy to him- j 
felf than he might perhaps have been if j 
he could entirely have outgrown them ; \ 
efpecially as he was never a fceptic in his, 
principles, but Hill retained a fecret appre- 
henfion, that natural and revealecj^ religion, \ 
though he did not much care to think of 
cither, were founded in truth. And with 
this conviftion, his notorious violations of 
the mofl effential precepts of both, could 
not but occafion fome fecret mifgivings of 
heart. His continual negleft of the great 
Author of his being,' of whofe perfeftlons 
he could not doubt, and to whom he knew 
himfelf to be under daily and perpetual 
obligations, gave him, in fome moments 
of involuntary refleftion, inexpreffible re^ 
morfe, and this at times wrought upon 
Jiim to fuch a degree, that he refolved he 
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wduld attempt to pay him fome acknoW' 
ledgmcnts. Accordingly for a few. morn- 
iDgs he did it ; repeating in retirement 
fome paffagcs out of the Pfalms, and per* 
haps other fcriptures, which he ftill retkin- 
*ed in his memory ; and owning, in a few 
ftrong words, the -many mercies and deli- 
verances be had received, and the ill re- 
turn$ he had made for thetn. 

§ 25, I find, among the other papers 
tntifiiitted to me, the following verfes, 
which I have heard him repeat, as what 
Aad impreffed liim a good deal in his un- 
converted ftate : And as 1 fuppofc they did 
fomething towards fetting him on his ef- 
fort to\yards devotion, and might probably 
furnifh out a part of thefe orifons, I hope 
I need make no applogy to my Reader for 
inferting them, efpecially a§ I do not re- 
colleft that I have feen them any where 
dfe. 



Attend, my foul ! The early birds infpire 
My grov'iinp: thought with pure celcftial fire : 
They from their template fleep awake> and pay 
Their thankful anthems for the new-born day. 
Sec, how the tuneful Lark is mounted high, 
Aiid, poet like, falnte* the Eaftern iky ! 
He^ warbles thro' the fragrant air his lays, 
And feems the beauties of the Morn to praife^ 
But man, more void of gratitude, awakes, 
And gives no ihanks for the fweet reft he takes; 
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I^ooks on the glorious fun's new kindled ilamei 
Without one thought of Him from ^hotn it came. 
3^he wretch titihallow'd doe^ the day begin ; 
Shakes o£F his fleepj but fhakes not o£F his (in. 

§ 25. But thefe ftrains were too devout 
to continue long In a heart as yet quite 
unfanftified : For how readily foever he 
could repeat fuch acknowledgnients of the 
divine power, prdftnce, "and goodnefs, aod 
own his oWn follies and faults ; he was 
ftopt'fhort by the remonftrances of his con- 
fcience as to the flagrant abfurdity of con- 
feffing fins he did not defire to forfakc, 
and of preteriding to praife God for his 
Tiiercies, when he did .not endeavour to 
live to his fervice, and to behaye^in.ruch 
a manner as gratitude, if fihcerc, would 
plainly diftate. A model of devotion, 
where fuch fentimcilts made no part, his 
good fenfe could not digeft ; and the ufe 
of fuch language before an heart-fearching 
God, merchr as an hypocritical form, 
while the Icntiments of his foul were con- 
trary to it, juftly .appeared to him fuch 
daring profanenefs, that, irregular as the 
ftate of his mind waSj the thought of it 
ftruck him with horror. He therefore de- 
termined to make no more attempts of this 
fort ; and was perhaps one of the firll that 
deliberately laid afide prayer, from iov^^ 
^ fenfe of God's omnifcience, and fome na- 
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tural principle of honour and confcience. 

% 27. Thcfe fccrct debates with himfelf, 
and inefEeftual eSfforts, would ibmeumes 
return : But they were over-borne, again 
and again, by the force of temptation ; 
and it is no wonder, that in confequence 
of them his heart grew^ yet harder. Nor 
was it foftened, or awakened, by fome 
very menaorable deliverances which at 
this time he received. He was in ex- 
treme danger by a fall from his hoi-fe, as 
kwas riding poft, (I think, in the ftreet^ 
0/ Calais,) when going down a hill, the 
Horfe threw him over his head, and pitchcil 
over him ; fo that \yhen he^Vofe, the bead 
lay beyond him, and almofl: dead. Yet 
though he received not the leafl harm^ it 
made no fcrious jmpreiBon on his mind. 

— -In his return from England in the 

packet boat, (if I remember right, but a 
(ew weeks after the former accident,) a 
yiolent ftorm that drove them up to Har- 
wich tofled them from thence for feveraL 
hours in a dark night on the coaft of Hol- 
land, and brought .them into fuch extrc- 
niity, that the captain of the veffel urged 
him to go to prayers immediately, if he, 
f ver intended to do it at all ; for he con- 
eluded they would in a fe^v minuted be at 
the bottom of the fea. In this circum- 
fiance he did pray, and that very feiVently 
too : Ami k was very remarkable, that: 
Da 
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while he was crying to God for dclivcr- 
gnec, the wind fell, and quickly after they 
arrived at Calais. But the Major was fo 
little affefted with what had bcmllen him, 
that when fome of his gay friends, on hear- 
ing the ftory, rallied him upon the efEcacjr 
of his prayers, he excufed himfelf from 
the fcandal of being thought much in ear- 
neft, by faying, " that it was at midnight, 
*' an hour when his good mother and aunt 
'* were afleep, or elte he (hould have left 
" that part of the bufmefs, to them/'- A 
fpeech which I (hould not have m.cntioued, 
but as it Ihows in fo lively a view the 
wretched fituation of his mind at that time, 
though his great deliverance from the 
power of darknefs V7as then nearly ap- 
proaiching. He recounted thefe things to 
me with the greateft humility, as (hewing 
how utterly unworthy he^ was of that mi- 
racle of divine grace, by which he wa» 
quickly after brought to fo true and fo pre- 
valent a fenfe of religion. 

§ 28. And now I am come to that afto- . 
nifliing part of his ftory, the account of 
his converfion ; which I cannot enter upon 
without affuring the Reader, that I have 
fometimes been tempted to fupprefs many 
'circumftances of it, not only as they may 
feem incredible to fome, and enthuuaftical 
to others, but as I am very fenfible they 
are liable to great abufes, ; which was the 
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reafou that he gave mc for concealing the 
moil extraordinary from many perfons to 
whom he mentioned fome of the reft. 
"And I belieye it was this, together with 
the defire of avoiding every thing that 
might look like oftentation on this hea4, 
that prevented his leaving a written ac- 
count of it, though I have often intreated 
him to do it : As I particularly remember 
I did, in the very laft letter I ever wrote 
him ; and pleaded the poffibility of his fal- 
ling aipidft thofe dangers to which I knew 
his valour might in fuch circuraftances na- 
turally expofe him. J was not fo happy^ 
as to . receive any aufwer to this letter^ 
which reached him but a few days .before 
his 4eath : Nor can I certainly fay, whe- 
ther te had or had not complied with 
my requeft ; as it is very poffible a paper 
pf that kind, if it were written, might be loft 
amidft the ravages which the -rebels made 
when they plundered Bankton. 

§ 29. The ftdry however was fo re- 
markable, that I had little Yeafon to ap- 
prehend I fhould ever -forget it; and yet, 
to guard againft all contingenciesr of that 
kind, I wrote it down that very evening, 
as I had heard it from ,his own mouth : 
And I have now before me tjie memoirs of 
that converfation, dated Aug. 14th 1739, 
which conclude with thefe v/ords, (which 
I added, that if we Ihould both have died* 

D3 
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that night, the world might not have loft 
this edifying and affefting hiftory, or have 
wanted any atteftation of it I was capable 
of giving :) " N., B. I have written down 
*' this account with all the exaftnefs I am 
" capable of, and could fafely take an oath 
" of it as to the truth of every chrcum- 
" ftan^e, to the beft of my remembrance, 
^' as the Colonel related it to me a few 
^^ hours ago.** ^ I do not know that J had 
reviewed this paper fince I wrote it, till 
I fet myfelf thus publicly to record this ex- 
traordinary faft ; but I find it punftually 
to agree with what I have often related 
from my memory, which I charged caref 
fully with fo wonderful and important a 
faft. It is with all folemnity that 1 now 
deliver it down to pofterity as in the fight 
and prefence of Goi>, and I chufe delibe- 
rately to' expofe myfelf to thofe fevere 
cenfures, which the haughty, but empty 
fcorn of infidelity, or principles nearly ap- 
proaching it, and efifeftually doing its per- 
nicious work, may very probably diftatc , 
upon the occafion ; rather than to fmothcr , 
a relation, which may, in the judgment of 
my confcience, be like to conduce fo much 
to the glory of God, the honour of the ] 
gofpel, and the .good of mankind. One » 
thing* more I will only premife, that I ^ 
hope none who have heard the Colonel 
himfelffpeak fomething of this wonderful 
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fcene, will be furprifcd if they find fome 
new circumftarices here ; becaufc he aflii- 
red me, at the time he firft gave me the 
whole narration, (which was in the very 
room in which I now wiite,) that he had 
never imparted it fo fully to any man living 
before. Yet at the fame time, he gave 
me full liberty to communicate it to whoni- 
foever I ftiould in my confcience judge it 
might be ufeful to do it, whether before 
or after his death Accordingly I did, 
while he was alive, regount almoft every 
circumftance F am now going to write to 
fcvcral pious friends ;>.*referring them at 
the fame time to the Colonel himfelf when- 
ever they might have an opportunity of 
feeing or writing to him, for a farther con- 
firmation of v^rhat I told them, if they jud^ 
ged it requifite. They glorified God in 
him ; and 1 humbly hope many of my read- 
ers will alfo do it. They will foon perceive 
the reafon of fo much caution in my intro- 
duftion to this ftory, for which thcrtforc I 
fliall make no further apology *• 

• * It is.no fmall (atibfa<3ion to me, ''fince I wrote 
this. 10 have received a letter from the Rev. Mv. 
Spears, minitter of tb& gofpel at Burntiiland, dated 
Jan. 14th 1746-7, in which he relates to me this 
V'hole ftorv, as he* had it froni the Colonel's own 
mouth about four years after he gave me the nar- 
ration. There is not a finale circumftance m which 
eitiier of rur^iarrations dif igree ; and every o^e c£ 
the partkuliirs in mine^ vi^^hicli ittxa Hioft aft^mib- 
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§ 30. This memorable event happened 
to^yards the middle of July 1719 ; out I 
cannot be exaft as to the day* . The Ma- 
jor had fpent the evenipg (and, if I mif- 
take not, it was the fabbath,) in fome gay 
company, and had an unhappy aflignation 
with a married woman, of what rank or 
quality I did not particularly inquire, whom . 
he was tp attend exaftly at twelve. The 
company broke up ^bout eleven ; and not 
jjidging it convenient tp anticipate the time 
appointed, he went into his chamber to kill 
jhe tedious hour, perhaps with fome anm- 
ling book, or fome other way. But it ve- 
ry accidentally happened, that he took up 
a religious book, which his good mother or 
.aunt had, without his knowledge, flipped 
ic^to his portmsgiteau. It was called, if I 
remember the title exaftly, The Chriftian 
foldier, or heaven taken by ftorm ; and 
was written by Mr. Thomas Watfon. 
Guefling by the title of it that be fliould 
find ibme phrafes of his own profelTion 
fpiritualized, in a manner which he thought 



ing, are attefted by this, stnd fomctirncs in ftrongcr 
words ; one only excepted, on which i fliall add a 
iliort yeinark when \ come to it. As this letter was 
written near Lady Frances Gardiner, at her defirc, 
, and attended with a poftfcript frpm her own hand, 
rfiis is, in effe^, a fufficiem attcftation how agree- 
able it was to thofe accounts Nhich fhe rauH have 
.oft^O heard the Cploqel give of Uusmatter* 
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might afford him fome diverfion, he refol- 
ved to dip inxo it ; but he took no ferious 
notice of any thing he read in it ; and yet 
while this book was in liis hand, an impref- 
fion was made upon his mind, (perhaps Goj> 
only knows how,) which drew. after it a 
train of the moft important and happy con- 
fequenccs. 

§ 31. There is indeed a poffibility,' that 
while -he was fitting in this attitude, and 
^ reading in this carelefs and profnne man- 
ner, he might fuddenly fall alleep, and only 
dream of what he apprehended he faw. 
But nothing can be more certain, than that, 
when he gave me this relation, he, judged 
himfelf to have been as broad awaj^e during 
the whole time as he ever was in any part 
of his life ; and he mentioned it XfO me fevc- 
ral times afterwards as what undoubtedly, 
paffed, not only in his imagination, but be- 
fore his eyes f . 



+ Mr. Spears, In the letter mentioned abote, where 
he introduces the Colonel telling his own ftory, has 
theie words i " All of a fudden there was prefent- 
" ed in a very lively manner, to my view, or to mf 
** mind, , a reprcfentation of my glori'^us Kedeemcri 
" &c." — And this gentleman adds, in a parenfhe- 
fis, *« It was fo lively and ftriking^ that he could 
*^ not tell whether it was to his bodily eyes, or to 
** th©re of , his ipind." This makes me think that 
wlrat 1 have faiJ trrhlm en the plisenomena of yJfio- t 
apparitions, 6cc. (as beirg, vlien muft revJ, fough 

, ■ " id ere 
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\ 32, He thought he fow an unufuai 
?:e oft light fall on the bop)c while he 
. readiag, which he at firft imagined 
ht happen by fome accident in the can- 
But lifting up his eyes, he ' appre- 
ded, to his extreme amazement, that 
re was before him, as it were fufpend- 
in the air, a vifible reprefentation of 
Lord Jesus Christ upon the crofs, 
rounded on all fides with a glory ; and 
; imprcffed, as if a voice, or fomething 
ivalent to a, voice, had come to him, to 
; effeft, (for he was not confident as to 
very words,) " Oh, finner, did I fuf- 
er this for thee, and are thefe the re- 
urns !'* But whether this were an au- 
Ic voice, or only a ftrong irapreflion on 
mind equally ftrik.ing^ he did not fcem 
y confident ; though, to the beft of ray 
lembrance, he rather judged it to be 

former. Struck with fo amazing a 
momenon as this, there remained hard- 
my life in hint, fo that he funk down 
bie arm-chair in which he At, and con- 
ed, he knew not exaftly how long, in- 
ble.; (which was one circumftance, 

made me feveral times take the li- 

al imprefljons cm the imaginations, rather than 
ded with any external obje(ft) had fome infiu- 
upqn hiien. Yet ftill it is evident he looked 
this as a vifion, whether it were before the eyes 
^he mind, and not as a dream. 
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berty to fuggcft that he might poflibly be 
all mfs while afleep :) But however that 
were, he quickly after opened his eyes, 
and fa'w nothing more than ufual. 

5 33. It may eafily be fuppofcd be was 
in tio condition to make any obfervatioh 
upon the time in which he h^4 remained in 
an ififenfible ftate. Nor did lie, through- 
out all the remainder of the night, once 
fecoHeift that criitiinal and deteftable affig- 
nation, which had before engroffcd all his 
thoughts^ He rofe in a tumult of paffions, 
not to be conceived, and Walked to and 
fro in his chamber, till he was ready to 
drop down in unutterable aftbnifhment 
and agony of heart, appearing to himfelf 
the vilcft monfter in the creation of God, 
who had all his lifetime been crucifying 
Chrift afrefli by his fins, and now faw, as 
he affuredly believed, by a miraculous vi- 
fion, the horror of what he. had done. 
With this- was connefted fuch a view, both 
of the majefty and goodnefs of God^ as 
caufed him to loathe and abhor himfelf, and 
to repent as in duft and afties. He imme- 
diately gave judgment againft himfelf, that 
he was moft juftly worthy of eternal dam- 
nation : He was aftoniflied that he had 
not been immediately ftruck dead in the 
niidft of his wickednefs : And (which IJ 
think deferves particular refnark,) though 
he afluredly believed that he fhould ere 
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long be in hell, and fettled it as a point 
with himfelf for feveral months, that the 
wifdom and juftice df God, did alraoft ne- 
ceffarily require, that fuch an enormous 
fmner mould be made an example of ever- 

, lading vengeance, and a fpeftacle as fuch 
both toangeh and men, fo that he hardly 
durft prefume to pray for pardon ; yet what 
he then fuflfiered was not fo much fronni 
the fear of hell, though he ' conceded it 
would foon be his portion, as from a fenfc 

. of that horrible ingratitude he had fhewn 
to the God of his life, and to |hat bleffed 
Redeemer, who had been in fo affefting a 
manner fet forth as crucified before him. 

§ 34. To this he refers in a letter, da» 
ted from Douglas, April ift 1725, com- 
municated to me by his Lady*, but I know 



♦ N. B. Where T make any extracts as from Ccv 
lonel Gardiner's letters, they are ^either from origi- 
nals, which 1 have in my own hands, or from co- 
pie?, which were tranfinitted tome from perfons'of 
undoubted credit, chiefly by the Right Honourable 
the Lady Frances Gardiner, through the hand of 
the Rey. Mr. Webfter, one of the minifters of Edin- 
burgh. This I the rather mention, becaufe fome 
letters have been brought to me. as Colonel Gardi- 
ner's, concerning which I have not only been very 
dubious, but morally certain that they coirfd riot ' 
have been Wriitcn by him. 1 have alto heard of 
many who have been fond of afliiring the worW 
that ihey were well acquainted with him, and were 
near him when he fell, whofe reports have bten naofi 
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not to whom it was addreffed. His words 
arc thefe : *' Oiie thing relating to . my, 
" converfion, and a remarkable inftanceof 
" the gpodnefs of God to me the chief 
" of fmners, I do not remember that I ever 
" told to any other perfon. It was this ; 
*' that after the aftonifhing fight I had of 
" my bleffed Lord, the terrible condition ia 
" which I was, proceeded not io much 
" from the terrors of the law, as from a 
** fcnfe of having been fo ungrateful a mon- 
" fter to Him whom I thought I faw pier-^ 
" ced for my tranfgreflions.'* Ithe rather 
infert thefe words, as they evidently atteft 
the circumftance which may feem moft a- 
mazing in this aiFair, and contain fo exprefs 
a declaration of his own apprehenfion con- 
cerning it; 

§ 35. In this view it may naturally be 
fuppofed that he paffed the remainder of 
the night waking ; and he could get but 
litde reft in' feveral that followed. ' His 
mind was continually taken up in reflefting 
on^the divine purity and goodnefs ; the 
grace wlxich had been propofed to him in 
the gofpel, and which he had rejefted j the 

inconfiftent with each other, ,as well as contrary to 
that tcftimony relating to the "^ircumftances of his 
death, which on the whole appeared ro me beyoncl 
contrbverfy the moft natural and authentic : From 
wh€cce\therefore I fliall take my account of that af- 

\ E 
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Angular advantages he hkd enjoyed and a- 
bnfedf and the m^inj favours of provi- 
/dence which he had received, particularly 
in refcuing hitn from fo many imminent ^ 
>Jdangers of death, 'v^^Mch he now faw muft 
have been attended with ftich .dreadful and j 
hopelefs deftruftion. The privileges of 
his education, whieh he had fo much dc- 
fpifed, now lay With ati ahhoft infupport- 
able Weight on Ms hiind ; and the folly of \ 
that career of finful j!)leaftire, which he ha3 
fo many years been rtinning with defp'erate \ 
leagertiefs ahd unwoithy delight, how filled \ 
With an indignation againft hhnfelF, <And a- ■ 
gainft the great deceiver by whom (to nfe 1 
,his ovm phrafe), he had been " fo wretch- j 
^V t^dly and fcandaloufly befooled/' 'l,his ; 
he ufed often to exprefs in the ftrongeft | 
termij ; tvhich I fliall not repeat fo parti- j 
cnlarl'y, as I can rrcolleft fome of them. I 
But on the whole, it is certain that by what , 
paffcd before' he left his chamber tlie next " 
day, the whole frame and difpofition of 
his foul was new modelled and chan^^cd ; 
fo that he became, and continued to the 
lafl daj^ of his exemplary and truly Chri^ . 
ftian life, the very reverfe of what he had ! 
been before. ^ varieiy ^of particulars, 
which I am afterwards to mention," wiH 
illullrate this in the moll convincing man- 
ner. But I cannot proceed to them with- 
out pauiing a while to adore fo illuflrions 
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gh inftancc of the power and freedom of 
divine grace, and c Hreating my. Reader 
" likewife feripiifly to refleft upon it, that his 
own heart majr be fuitably affcfted : For^ 
fiirely, if the truth of xhe fad be admitted" 
ifl the lowcft views in which it can be pla- 
ced, (that is, fuppofing the firft impreiTion to-^ 
nave paflfed in adrea,m,) it mud be allowed 
to have been little, if any thing lefs than 
roiraculpus.- It cannot iu the courfe of 
ii^ture h^ imagined haw fuch a drcn:n' 
feonld arifc. iU: a mind full of the moft ini- 
pme idcasr ^nsjci affe<ftions;, and (as he him- 
felfojQpen pje^dbcd,) more aKeaatM from the 
tlioug]iit& qf a crucified Saviour than from 
toy bythjer obgeft that caa be cbneeivcd: 
UoT can we furely fuppofe it fliould, witk- 
out a migEty energy of the divine power, 
be effefiual to produce not only fome tran- 
fient flow of paffion, but fo entire and 
fe permanent a chafige in character and 
conduftw 

• § 36. €>jQ[ the whole," therefoi-e^ I nuifl: 
beg . leave to cxprefs my own. fentiraents 
of the matter, by repeating' on this occafion- 
what I wrote feveral years ago in my ' 
eighth Sermon on Regeneration, in a paiTage 
di^at^d chiefly ^)y the circurailaniial know- 
Wge which I had of this amazing ftory, 
?nd metbinJts. fufliciently Tindicated by it, 
if it %)od entirely alone ; which yet, I muft 
t^ke the liberty to fay, it does not : For F 
E2 
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hope the world will be particularly inform- 
ed that ther< is at leafl a fecond that 
very nearely approaches it, whenever the 
eftabliihed church of England QitAl lofe one 
of its brighteft living ornaments, and one 
of the moft ufeful members, which that 
or perhaps any other chriftian commnnion 1 
can boafl : In the mean time, may bis ex- 
emplary life be long continued,. and his zca- 1 
lous miniftry abundantly profpered f I beg ! 
my Reader's pardon for this digreffipn* 
The pafl'age . I referred to is remarkably, 
though not equally applicable to both the ^ 
cafes, as it ftands in page ^63 of- the firft | 
edition, and page 160 of the fecond ; un- J 
der that head where I am ihewing, that 1 
God fometimes accompliflies the gr^at * 
work of which we fpeak by fecret and im- 
mediate impreffions on the mind. After 
preceding illuftrations, there are the fol- 
lowing words, on which the Colonel's con- 
verfion will throw the jufteft light : *' Yea 
" I have known thofe of diftinguiflied ge- 
•' nius, polite manners, and great experi- 
" encein humaiV affairs, who, after having 
*' outgrown all the impreffions of a reli- 
*' gious education, after having been har- 
^' dened rather than fubdued by the' moft 
*' fmgular mercies, even various, repeat- 
*^ cd, and aftonifliing deliverances, 'which 
*' have appeared to themfelves no Icfs than 
" miraculous, after buving lived for years. 
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*/ without God in. the world', notorioufly 
*5 corrupt thcmfclves, and labouring to the 
*?^ utmoft to corrupt others, have been flopt 
^ on a fuddcri in the full career of their 
" fin, and have felt fuch rays of the divine 
" prefence andf of redeeming love darting 
^ in upon their minds . almoft like light- 
" uing from heaven, as have at oncerou- 
" fed, overpowered, and transformed theip : 
** So that they have come out of their fe-' 
" cret chambers witK an irreconcileable en- 
" mity to thofe vices to wjiich, when they ■ 
" entered them, they were the tamcft and 
" mod abandoned flavcs, and have appear- • 
** ed from that very hour the votaries, the 
'^ patrons, the champions of religion; and 
"' srftcr a courfe of the moil refolutc. at- 
'* ta'chmeut to it; infpite of all the reafon- 
" mgs or the railleries, the importunities or 
*^ the. reproaches, of its enemies, they have- 
" continued to this day fome of its bright- 
i " eft ornaments: A change which I be- ; 
I* ^* hold with equal ^ondet and delight, 
I '^ and which,if a nation fliould join in de- 
; '* riding it, I would adore as the finger of 
' '' God/' 

§* 37« The mind of Major Gardiner. 
I continued from this remarkable time till 
i tQwarxls the end of Oftober, (that is ra- 
ther more 'than three months, but efpcciw 
allj^ the two firft of them,) in aa cxtraor- 
%ary.a fituation as one can well imagine* • 

'£3 
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He knew nothing of the joys arifing from 
:i fcnfe of pardon ; but, on the contrary, 
for the greater part of that time, and with' 
very ^fliort intervals of hope toward the 
e,nd of it, took it for granted that he muft 
in all probability quickly perilh. Never- 
thelcfs, he had fuch a fenfe of the evil of 
fin, of the goodnefs of the divine Being, 
, and of the admirable tendency of the 
Chriftian revelation, that he' refolved to 
fpend the remainder of his life, while Gdd' 
continued him gut of hell, in: as rational' 
and as ufeful a maimer as he could ; and 
to continue calling himfelf at the feet of 
divine mercy every day, and often in a 
day, if peradventure there might be hope 
of pardon, of which all that he could fay 
was, that he did not abfolutely defpair. He 
had at that time fuch a fenfe of the degc- . j 
Ineracy of his own heart, that he hardly | 
durfl: form any determinate refolution a- i 
gainfl: fin, or pretend, to engage himfelf by • 
any vow in the prcfcnce of God ; but he 
' was continually crying to him, that he ' 
would deliver him from the bondage of 
corruption. He perceived in himfelf a 
moft furprifing alteration with regard to 
the difpofitions of his heart j fo that, though 
he felt little of the delight of religious du- 
ties, he extremely dcfircd opportunities of' 
being engaged in them ; and thofc licenti- 
. ous pleafurcs, which had before beci} bis^ 
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fieaven, were now abfolutely hk avcrfibn. 
And indeed when I confider how habitual 
all thefe criminal indiilgencies were grown . 
to. him, and that he was now in the prime 
of life, and all this while in high health 
too, I -cannot but be aftonifhed to reflcft- 
upon it, that he (hould be fo wonderfully 
fanftified in body as well as in foul and fpi. 
rit, as that, for all the future years of his^ 
life, he, from that hour, fhould find fo 
conftant a difmclination^ to, and abhorrence* 
of, thofe criminal fenfualities, to which he 
fancied he w^s before fo invincibly impelled 
by his very conftitution, that he was ufed- 
ftrangely to think and to fay that Oihnipo- 
tcnce itfelf could not reform him, with-' 
out deftroying that body and giving him, 
another *. 

* Mr Spears exprefles this wonderful circjim-"* 
fiance in ihefe remarkable words : *^' I was (faid" 
" the Colonel to me,) effeauall)r cured of all inclina- 
" tion to that fm I wasfo ftrongly addi^f^ed, that 
" r thought nothing but (hooting me through the 
" head could have cured me of it ; and all dcfireand 
" inclination to it was removed->as entirely as if I 
** had been a fucking child ; nor did the temptation 
" return to this day." Mr Wcbfter's words on the 
fatne fubjcA arc thefe^j "One thing I have heard the 
** Colonel frequently fay, that he was much ad^i<!t* 
** ed to impurity before his acquaintaoce with reli-. 
•* gion ; but that, fd foon as he was enlightened- 
** from above, -he felt the power x)f the Holy Gfioft 
** changing his nature fa wonderfully, that his fandi- 
* ficatioa in this refpe<a fccmed more remarkable 
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% 38. Nor was he only delivered froni^ 
that bondage of corruption^ which had been: 
habitual to him for many years, but felt 
in his breaft fo contrary a difpofition, that 
he was grieved to fee, human, i^ture, in 
thofe to whom he was moft entirely a (Iran* 
ger, proftituted to-fuch low and contempt- 
ible purfuitsi He therefore exerted his na- 
turat courage iti a very new^ kind of com-- 
*- bat, and becajne an open advocate for re- 
ligion in- all its principles, fo far as he was 
acquainted with them, and all its precepts,' 
relating to fobriety, righteoufnefs and godli- 
ncfs* Yet he was very defirous and cauti^ 

'' " t^iap in any oth^r." On whjph that worthy, per- 
' fon myites this very, reafonabk ,i.efle£tIon : ^* So 
"thorough a change of fuch a polluted nature, 
" evidenced by the mof^ unblcmiChed walk and con-' 
*f verfation for a long courfe of years, demonftrates 
'* indeed the power of the higheil, "and leaves no 
*^ room tp doubt of its reality.** Mr Spears ikyi 
this happened in three days time : Bat from what I 
C2^n recoiled, all that the Colonel could mean by 
that expreffion, if he ufed it, (as I concluded he 
-^id,) was, that he began to make the obfervation 
in the fpace of three days ; whereas,, during that ' 
^ time, his thoughts were fo taken up with the won- 
- derfiil views prefented to his mind, that he did not 
Immediately attend to it. If he had within the firft 
three days^any temptation to feek fome eafe from the 
anguifh of his mind, in' returning to former fen- 
iualities, it is a circumftance he did not mention to 
me ; an4 by what I can recoiled of the Aratn of 
his dif<poarf^, he intimated; if he 4id not ezpte(% the 
contrary. 

V -■ . 
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oils, that he might not run into an ex- 
treme, and made it one of his firft petitions 
to God the very day after thefe amazing 
imj^rciEons had been wrought m his mind, 
that he might not be fuifered to behave 
with fuch ail afFefted ftriftnefs and precife- 
nefs as would lead others about him into 
miftaken notions of religion, and expofe it 
to reproach or fufpicion, as if it were an 
unlovely or uncomfortable thing. For this 
reafon he endeavoured to appear as chear- 
ful in converfatidn as he confcientioufly 
could; though, in fpite of all his precautions, 
fome traces of that deep inward fenfe which 
he had of his guilt and mifery would at 
times appear. He made no fecrct of it how- 
ever, that his f iews were entirely changed", 
though he concealed the particillar circum- 
ftances attending that change. He told his 
moft intimatb companions freely, that he 
had refiefted on the courfc of life in which 
he had fp long joined th^, and found it 
to be folly and madnefs, unworthy a ratio- 
nal creature, and much more unworthy 
perfons calling themfelves Chriftians. And 
he fet up his ftandard, upon all occafions, 
againfl: principfes of infidelity, and praftices 
of vice, as determinately and as boldly as, 
ever- he difplayed or planted his colours, 
'when he bore them with fo much honour iu 
the field. 
§ 39. I cann^^ fprbear mentioning, one 
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flruggle pf this kittd, which hc (fefcrib^d 
to me, with a large detail of circuflxftances, 
the firfl day of our acquaintance. There 
was at that time in Paris a certain Lady, 
(whofe name, then well known in the grafid 
and the gay word, I niuft beg leave to con- 
ceal,), who had ijcnbibed thd principles of 
Deifm, and vaiued. herfelf much upoi^ be- 
ing an avowed advocate far them. The 
Major, with his ufual franknefs, (though' 
I doubt not with that pqlitenefs^of manner^ 
which was foJiabitual to him, and which 
he retained throughout jj^is whole life,) an- 
fwcr^d her like 2^ man who periFeftly fa^ 
through the fallacy qf her argun[iicnts, an4 
was gifieved to the ^iica.ift for her delufion< 
Gtt this {he briltly chsifUenged him to debate 
the naatter at large, and to &f upon a day 
for th^t purp6fe„ wh^n he fl^o.uld dine'wi^ii 
her, attended with any Clergyman he mighV 
chufe, whether of the Proteftant or Car 
tholic communion. A fenfe of duty wpuld 
not allow him to decline this challenge y 
and yet he had no fponer accepted it, but 
he was thrownr into great perplexity and 
diftrefs, left being (as I remember he ex- 
^p.reffed it when he told me the ftory,) 
only a Chriftian of fix weeks old, he ihould 
prejudife fp good a caufe^ by l:us unikil- 
fuj manner of defending it. HowevGr^ 
he fought his refuge in eameft and repeat- . 
cd prayers, to Gjod, that h^ w^ho.canor- 
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-iara ftfength and perfefl: praile out oT 
the mouth of babes aiad fucklings, would 
gracioufly enable him oh this occafioh lis 
rt^indkate Ms truths ia'^a manner whicH 
might carry cbuviftioh al<mg T?i^nh ft. He 
jh«i -endeavoured . to -hiarfli^fl ' the argu. 
meats ih his own mind as well as he could ; 
and ^prehehditig that he could not Tpeak 
with fo much freedom before a number of 
])crfons, efpecially biefore fuch whofe pro- 
rihcie he might in that cafe feem to invadie, 
if he had not deVdlvcd the prihcipil pait 
' 6f the difcourfe upon them, he eafiiy adi 
feitted the apology of z dergymain or two, 
to whom he mentibhexj the allair, and wait* 
eidnthe Lady alone upon the day appoint- 
efl. But his' heart was "fo fet lipon tne bii- 
finefs, that he came eai'ficr than he was exi 
peftcd, and time enotigh to have two hours 
difcourfe' before dinner; nor*did heat all" 
decline having two young perfons, nearly 
i^elated to the tady, prefect during the con- 
ference. 

. § 40. The Major opetfed it with a view 
of jfech arguments for, the Ghriftia^n. reli- 
gion as he had digcfted in his own mind, to 
prove thit the, apoftles were not miftaken 
themfelves', and that they could not have 
intended to impofe upon us in the accounts 
they give of the gtand fafts they atteft.; 
with the truth of which fafta^ that of thf 
jQi-iftia'n religion is mbft apparently con- 
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nefted. And it was a great encourajgemfnt 
to him to find, that unaccuftomed as he 
was to difcourfes of this naturp, he had an 
unufual command both of thought and ex- 
preffion, fo tliat he recoUefted and ut- 
tered every thing as he could have wifti- 
ed. The Lady heard with attention ; and 
though he paufed between every branch of 
the argument, (he did not interrupt the 
courfe of it, till he told her he had finifli- 
eA' his defign, and waited for her reply. 
She then produced, fome of her objeftions, 
which he took up and canvafled in fuch a 
manner,\ that at length flie burft out into 
tears, allowed the force of his arguments 
and replies, and appeared for fome time 
after fo deeply impreffed whh <he con- 
verfation, that^ it was obferyed by feveral 
of hex friends : And there is reafon to be- 
lieve that thei impreffion continued, at leaft 
foYar as to prevent heiT from :ever appear- 
ing under the chara£ler of an unbeliever or 
a fceptic. 

§ 41. This is only one fpecimcn among 
many of the battles he was almoft daily 
called out to fight in the caufe of religion 
and virtue ; with relation to which I find 
him expreffing himfelf thus, in a letter to 
Mrs Gardiner, his good mother, dated 
from Paris, the 25th of January follow- 
ing, that 13,^1719-20, in anfwer to one 
ill which fhe had warned him to exped.fuch 
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trials: " I have, (fays h^,) already met 
. " witii them, and am bblige<i to fight, and 
" to xJifpute every inch 'of ground : But 
** all thanks and praife to the great Captain 
^ of my falvation : He fights for me ; and 
" then it is no -wonder that I come oJF 
" more than' conqueror:'* by which laft 
cxj^reffion I fuppofe he meant to infinuate, 
that he was ftrengthened and eftablilhed, 
rather than overborne, by this oppofition. 
Yet it was not immediately that he gained 
fuch fortitude. He has often told me how 
much he felt in thofe days of the empha* 
fis'of ^thofe well-chofen words of the a- 
poille, in which he ranks the trial of cruel 
Tnockings with fcourgings, and bonds, and 
imprifonments* The continual railleries 
with whicli he was received, in almolt ali 
companies where he had been mod fami- 
liar before, did often "diftrefs him beyond 
meafure } fo that he has feveral times de- 
clared he would much rather have march- 
ed up to a battery^f the enemy's cannon, 
than have been obliged, fo continually as 
he was, to face fuch artillery as this. Bui, 
like a brave foldier in the firft aftion where- ' 
in he is engaged, he continued refolute, tho' 
ftiuddering at the terror of the affault ; and 
quickly overcame thofe. impreffions which' 
it is not perhaps in nature wholly to avoid ; 
and therefore I find him iii the letter re- 
ferred to above, which ws^s written about 
F 
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hal£-a-year after his converfion, " quite 
" afhamed to think of the uneafinefs which 
" thefe things once gavctkim/' In a wordj 
he went on, as ever)'' rcfolute Chrijflian by 
divine grace may do^ till h-e turned ridicule- 
and oppofitioii into refpeft and veneration. 
§ 42. But this fenfible triuraph over 
thefe difficulties was not till his Chriftiaa 
experience had been abundantly advanced^ 
by the blelTing of God on the fermans he 
heard, (particularly in the Swifs Chapel,) 
and on the many hours which he.fpent in 
devout retirement, pouring out his whole 
foul before God in prayer. H^ began, 
within about two months after his firft rae- 
inorable change, to perceive fome fecret 
dawnings of more chearful hope, that vile 
aa he faw himftlf to be, (and I believe no 
\vords can exprefs* how vile that was,) ns 
plight neverthelcfs obtain mercy through ii 
Redeemer. And at' length, (if I rcmciii- 
ber right, about the end of Oftober 17 19,) 
he found all the burden of his mind taken 
off at once, by the powerful irapreifion-of 
that memorable fcripture upon his mind, 
Rom. iii. 25, 26. Whom God hath fet 
forth for a propitiation, through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteoufnefs in the re- 
raiffion of fins, — that he might be juil, and 
the juftifier of him that believcth in Jefus. 
He had Ufed to imagine, that, the juftice of 
God required the damnation of fo cnoi'- 
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iflbus a firmer, as he iliw himfelf to be : 
But now he was made deeply fenfible that 
•the divine jiiftice might be, not only vin- 
dicated, bur glorified, in favino^ him by the 
* blood of J^fus, even that blood whi eh cleaii- 
fcth us from all fiii. Then did he fee and' 
feel the ridies of redeeming love and grace, 
in fuch a manner, as not only engaged him, 
with the utniofl: pleafure and confidence, to 
venture his foul upon it, but even fwal- 
•lowed up (as it were) has \yholc heart in 
the returns of love, which from thatWef- 
fed time became the genuine and delightful 
principle of his 'obedience, and animated 
him with an entarged heart to run the way 
of God's commandments. Thus God was 
plcafed, (a^ lie hirafclf ufed to fp^ak,) in 
an hour to turn^his capitivicy- All the ter- 
rors of 'his former ftate v/er^ changed into 
ttmitterable joy, which kept him almoft con- 
linually waking for thriee nights together, 
and yet refreflied him as the noblefl: of cor- 
dials. His expreflTions, tho' naturally very^ 
flrong, always feemed to be fwallowed up, 
when he would defcribe the feries of thoup ht 
through which he rimv pafi^ed, litider the 
rapturous experience of that joy unfpeak- 
able and full of glory, which then feemed 
to overflow his very foul ; as indeed ]cherc 
^as nothing he feemed to fpeak of with 
•greater relifli. And though the firft ecfta- 
fies of it afterwards fubfided into a more 
F2 
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Im and compofed delight^ yet were the 
preffions fo deep and fo perwancnt^ that 
affured me, on the word of a Chriftiaji 
da friend, wonderful as it might feem, 
at for about feven years after this lie en- . 
fed almoft an heaven ou earth. His 
[>1 was fo continually filled with a fcnfe 
the love of God in Christ, that k 
tew little interruption, but when, neccf- 
ry converfe and the duties of his flav 
>n, called off his thoughts for a Jitilc 
ne : And when they did fo, as'foon as he 
IS alone, the torrent returned into its na- 
ral channel again ; fo that, from the mi- 
ite of his awakening in the morning, his 
:art was rifmg to God, and triumphing iu; 
m J and thefe thoughts attended him thro' 
the fcenes of life, till he lay down on 
\ bed again, and a {hort parentbefis of 
sp (for it was but a. very Ihort one that 
allowed hinrfelf,) invigorated his animal 
wers, for renewing them with greater in- 
ifenefs and fenfibility, 
§ 43. I (hall have an ^ opportiinity of 
ftrating this in the raoft convincing man- 
below, by extrafts from feveral letters 
ich be wrote to intimate friends during. 
; happy period of time :, letters which 
athe a fpirit of fuch fublimc and fervciK 
y, as .1 have feldom met with any where 
. In thefe circumftances, it is no woiv 
that he was greatly delighted with,!^ 
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Watts's imitations of the cxxvi. Pfalm ; 
.fince^it may be queftioned, whether there 
ever was a perfon to whom the following, 
ftanzas of it were more fuitable. 



When God rtrtzVd his gracious name^^ 
And chang'd mf mournful (late, 

^^ rapture feem'd a pleafing dream ; 
Thy grace appe^-r'd ib great. - 

II. 

The world beheld the glorious change. 

And did thine hand confefs ; 
My tongue broke out in unknown drains, . 

And lung furprtUng grace. 

III. 

** Great is the work;" my neighbours cry'd,-' 
' And own'd the power divine : 
^ Great is the work," my heart reply'd, 
" And be the glory thine." - 

IV. 

The l,ord can change the darkeft fkies, ' 

Can give us day for night, 
Mtike floods of facred forrow rife 

To rivers <>f delight. 

- V. 

iJet thofe tKat fow infadnefs wiit 

'TJll the fkirharvcft comC; 
They (hall confefs their flieaves arc grcati' 

Ajid jQiout the blcflidgs home. 
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§ 44, I have b^en fa happy as to gct^ 
the fight of five original letters, which he 
wrote to his mother about this time ; which 
do, in a very lively manner, ilkftrate the^ 
furprifing change. made in th^ whole cur- 
rent of his thoughts^ and temper of his 
mind. Many of^ thefa'^^cre written -in the 
moft hafty m.anner, jtift: as the courier who 
brought them was;* perhaps unexpcdedly 
fetting out ; and they relate chiefly to af- 
fairs, in which the public is not at all con- 
cerned : yet there is not one of them in 
which he has not inferted fomc warm and 
genuine fentiment of religion. And indeed 
it is very remarkabk, that though he was 
pleafed to honour me with a great many 
letters, and I have feen* ftveral more which 
lie wrore to others j fome of them on^jotir*' 
nies, where he could have but a- few mi- 
nutes at t:ommand, yet I carnipt recoUeflE 
that I ever faw any one in which there was 
not fome trace of piety. And the reverend 
Mr Webflrer, who was employed to review 
great nulnbers of them, that he might fe- 
eft fuch extrafts as he ftiDuld think proptr 
to communicate to me, has made the fame 
©bfervatioil*. 

♦ His words are"tbefe : -** I have read over ^ vaft ' 
*^ number of the Colonel's letters, and hfave not found 
♦* ary of thcW, , however fliort, and writ in the inoft 
«* pafling manner, cvea when poftirg, but what is 
«^ exprcffivc of ^e moft paffionate breathings to- 
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§ 45. The Major/with great jnfticc^ tcUs' 
the good lady his mother, ^' that when flie 
^* faw him again (he would find the pcF- 
** fon indeed the f^me, bur every thii^g elfe 
" entirely changed*'* And (he might eafily. 
have perceived it of 'hcrfelf,'by the whole' 
tenour of thofe letters; which every where 
breathe the.unaffeftcd fpirit of a true Chri- 
ftian. They are taken up fometimes with' 
giving advice^ and dirc&ions concerning 
feme pious and charitabk- contributions; 
(one of which I remember amounted to tea' 
guineas j though, as he was then out of com* 
miffion, and had not formerly been very 
frugaly it cannot be fippofcd he had much 
to fpare;) fomctimes^ in fpeaking of the 
pleafure widi which he attended , fermons j 
and cxpefted facramental oportuhities { 
and at other times in exhorting her, efta- 
bliflied as ftic was in religion, to labour af- 
ter a yet nroipe exemplary ehiarafter and 
conduft, or in. recommending her to the 
divine prefence and. bleiEng, as well as him* 
fdf to her pisayers^s What fatisfaxftion fuch 
letters as thefc muft give to< a lady of her 
diftrnguiflied piety, who had fo long wept^ 
over this dear and amiable fon,' as quite loA: 

"wards hi« God iind Savi6uri If the Utter confuc* 
** but of two fenteoceS) religion is not forgot, which 
**' doobdeli deferves to be carefully remarked, as the 
**^ mod uncpntefted cvidince of a pious mind, ever 
!* ttbder tH« warmeft iinpreffion$ ol divine tbings,*^ 
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thfe Doftor his fadrcr wiiote ito the Majt)f 
on this wonderful bccafion-. . I perceive by 
the contents of it that it was the firft ; and 
indeed it is dated as early as the tiiird of 
Auguft 1 71 9, which miift be but a few days 
afecr his awn account,! dated Auguft 4. N. 
S. could reach Ei:Kg] and. ' There is fa much 
true religion and good fenfe in this -paper, 
and the counfel it fuggefts may be fo fea- 
fonable to other perfons in ch-cumftances 
which bear any refemblance to his^. thait \ 
make no apology to my Readdr for infcrt- 
ing a large extraft from it, / 

% 48. ' Dear Sir,— ^—^I conceive it will 
^ nor much furprrfe you to underftan'd that 
*. your good mother eommunicated to mc 
^ your letter to her, dated Aug. 4, N. S. 

* which brought her the news you con- 
^\ceive w^ould be fo acceptable to ier. 1 

* who have often been a witnefs to her con- 

* cern for you on a fpiritual account, can 

* atteft with what joy this news Was rc- 

* ceived by her, and imparted to rae as a 

* fpeciai friend, who flie knew "^jtfould bear 

* a ^art with her on fuc^h an occafion. 

* And indeed, if (ass =our SaTiour intimates, 

* Luke xv; 7, no.) there is in fuch cafes 
*.joy in heaven and among' the angels 
^ of Gob, it may well be fuppofed, th^u 

* of a pious mother, who has fpent fo 

* many prayers and tears upon you, and 
*• has a& Jt were travailed in birth witli 
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*• ybu.agaAvWl^ Clirift was formed inyoo, 
' could not be JmaU. You may believe 
^ me if I add, that. I aJfo, as a common 

* friend of .her*s and yours,* and which 

* is much more, of the Prince of light, 

* whom you now declare you heartily faU 
^ in with in oppofition to that of, the dark 

* kingdom, couU not but be tenderly af- 

* fcfted with an account of it under your 

* own hand. My joy on thi« account was 
' the greater, confidering the importance 
' of your capacity, interefts, and pro- 
^ ipe^s ; which in ftich an age as' this 

* may prpmife moft happy confequences, 
^ on your heartily appearing on God^s 
' fide, and .cra:barking ^n the interefts of 

* our dear Redeemer, l If I have hithertb 
' at all remembered you. at the throne of 
' grace, at your good mother's defire, 
' (which you .are pleafed to take notice 
' of wich fo much reTpe<^,) I ^ can ^urc 

* you I ihaH henceforward be led to no it 

* with more concern, and particularity, 

* bath by dmyi and inclination. -And if i 
'were capable of giving you any little 

* affiftance in the noble defign you are en- 

* gaging in, by correfponding with you by 

* tetter^ while you are at fuch a (iiftance, 
^ I fliould -do it .more chearfiilly.. ! Aiicf, 

* perhaps, fuch a motion may not bevaPto- 

* gether trnacceptable : For I. am incli- 
' nable to believe, that When fome, whom 
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* you are obliged jto converfe with, ob- 
« ferve your behaviour fo different from 

* what it formerly -was, and banter you 

* upon k -as mad and fanciful, it may be 

* fome little relief to correfpond with one 

* ^ho will take a plea:fuTe in- heartening 

* and encouraging you. And when a great 
^ many things frequently offer, in which 

* confcience may be concerned where duty 

* may not always be plain, nor fuitablc 

* perfons to advife with at hand, it may 
^ be fome fatisfaftibn to yon to corref- 

* pond with one^ with whom you may 

* ufe a friendly freedom in all fuch m^t- 

* ters, and on whofe fidelity you may dc- 
'* pend. You may therefore command me 

* in any of thefc refpefts, and I fhall take a 
^ pleafurc in ferving you.— One piece of 

* advice I fliall .venture to give you, tho' 

* your own good fenfe will make my en- 

* i^ing upon it lefs needful ; I mean, 

* tfflft you would, from your firll fjptting 

* out,, cjarefully diftinguifli between the 

* ^ffentials of rdal religion, and thofe 

* things which are commonly reckoned by 
*'it$ profeffors to belong to it. The want 

* of this 'diftinftion has had very unhappy 

* confequences from one age to anotMer, j 

* and perhaps in none more than the pre- j 

* fcnt. But your daily converfe. with your ^ 

* Bible, which you mention, may herein 

* give you great aiEftancc. I move alfo, 
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tlut (ince infidelity fo much abounds, 
* '^ you would not only by clofe and ferious 
^^ coufideratlon, endeavour to fettle your- 
fclf well in the fundamental principles 
of religion ; but alfo that, as opportu- 
nity offers, you would converfe with 
*' thofe books which treat moft judicioufly 
'*^ oij the divine original of chriftianity, 
" fuch as Grotius, i\badie, Baxter, Bates, 
" Du PleiFis, &c. which may eihiblifli you 
'^ againll the cavils that occur in almoft all 
" converfations, and furnifli you with ar- 
" guments which, when properly oifered, 
*^ may be of ufe to make fome impreffions 
\ " on others. But beinj^ too much flrait- 
'* ened to enlarge at prefenty'I can only add, 
" that if your hearty falling in with feri- 
" ouS' religion fiioulcL prove any hindrance 
" to your advancement in the world, 
*V (which r pray God it may not, unlrfs 
*^ fuch advancement would be a real fnare 
*^ to you,') I hope you will trufl: ou!?..Sa- 
'^ viour's word, that it fliall be no difad- ^ 
^* vantage. to you in the final ilTuc: He has 
'^ given you His word for it, Mat. xix. 29 
" upon which you may fafely depend ; 
*^ and I am fatisfied none that ever did fo 
** at laft repented of it. May you go 011 
" and profper, and the God of all grace 
" and pea(!e be with you ['' 

§ 49. I think it very evident from the 
contents of this letter, thg.: the M'dior iia^J 
G 
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not imparted to his mother the mod fin- 
gular circumftances attending his conver- 
iion : And, indeed, tliere was fomething 
fo" peculiar in them, that I do not wonder 
he was always cautious in fpeaking of them, 
■and efpecially that he was at firft much, 
on the referve. We may alfo naturally re- 
fleft, that there feems to have been fome- 
thing very providential in this letter, con- 
fidering the debate in which our illuftrious 
jconvert was fo foon engaged ; ^for it was 
written but about three weeks before his 
conference with the lady above-mention-, 
ed, in the. defence of Chriftianity ; or,/ at 
leaft, before the appointment of it. And 
as fome of the books recommended by Dr^ 
Calamy, particularly Abadie and Du Plef- 
fis, were undoubtedly within his reach, (if 
our Englifli Advocates Were not,) , this 
might, by the divine bleffing, contribute 
confiderably towards arming him for that 
combat, in which he came off" with fuch 
happy fuccefs. And as in this inftance, fo 
in many others, they who will obfcrve the 
coiucidence and concurrence of things, may 
be engaged to adore the wif(^ conduft of 
-.Providence in events, whieh, when taken 
iingly and by chemfelves, have notliing ve- 
ry remarkable in them. 

§ . 50, I think it was about this time 
that this refolute and exemplary ChriRian 
entered upon that methodical manner of ii- 
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ving, vMoh he^purfued through fp many, 
fuccceding^ years of life, and I beKeve, ge- 
nerally^ fo fair as the iM-oken (late of his 
health would allow it, in his latter days, to 
the very end of it. He ufed /onftantly to 
rife at four in the. morning, and to fpeud 
his time till fix in the fccret exercifes of 
devotion, reading, meditation, and prayer; 
in which laft he contrafled inch a fervency 
of fpirit, as I believe few men living ever, 
obtained. This certaibly tended very mudi 
to ftrengthen that firm fiiith in God, and 
reverent animating fenfe of his- prefence, 
for which he was fo eminently remarkable, 
and which carried him through the trials- 
and fervices of fife, with fuch fteadinefs, 
and with fuch aftivity ; for he indeed en- 
dured, and afled as' always feeing Kim who 
is invifible. If at any time he was obhged 
to go out before fi^x in the; morning, he 
rofe proportionably fooner, fo that when, 
a journey or a march has required him 
to be on horfeback by four, he would be' 
at his devotions at farthcfl by two. lie 
likev'ife fecured time for retirement ii;i an 
evening ; and that he might have it the 
more at ccnimand, and be the m.ore fit to 
ufe it properly, as.Vv>*ll rjs the better able 
to rife earlv thfe next mornin?, he s:ene- 
rally went to bed about ten;. And, during 
the time I was acquainted with him', he fel- 
dom eat t.ily fupper, but a mouthful of 
G a 
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bread with one glafs of wine. In confe- j 
quence o^ this, as wdl as of his admira- 
bly good conftitution, and the long habit 
lie had foriried, he required lefs flecp than 
niofl perfons I have known : And I doubt 
not but his uncommon progrcfs in piety 
was in a great meafure owin^y to thcfe re- 
foKite habits of fc^lf-dcnial. 

§ 51. A life any thing like this, could 
not, to be fure, be entered upon, in the 
midft of fuch company as he had been ac- 
cufcomed to keep, vvithout great oppofi- 
tion ; efpecially as he- did not entirely 
withdraw himfelf from c'hearful Converfo- 
tion ; but, on the contrary, gave feveral 
hours every day to it, 1*11 religion fhould 
be reproached, as having made him mo- 
rofe. He however early began a prac- 
tice, which to the laft day of his life He re- 
tained, of reproving vice :?nd profanenefsj 
and was never afraid xo debate the mat* 
ter with any, under x\vz confcioufnefs of 
fuch fuperiority in the goodncfs of his 
caufe. . 

§ 52. A remarkable infliince of this 
happened, if I miftakc nor, abom the irid- 
dle of the year 17^0, though 1 cannot be 
very cxacl: as to ih':j dare of the ftory. It 
was however on liis firil return to make 
^my ronfiderabic abode in England, after 
this rcniiirkabie cliangc. He had hcardi; 
on tiio other fide of the water, that it was^ 
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cnrrently reported among his companions 
/at home, that he was ftark mad : A report^ 
at which no reader, who knows the.wif- 
dom of the world in thefe matters, will be 
much furprifed any mor<i than himlclf. 
He concluded thercforc'^ that he fliould 
have many battles to fight, and was v;iL 
ling to difpatch the biifmefs as faft as he 
could. And therefore, being to fpend a 
few days . at the country-houfe of a perfon 
of diftingniflied rank, with whom he 'liad 
been very intimate, (whofe name I do not 
remember that he told me, nor did I think 
it proper to inquire after iv,) he begged^ 
the favour of him that he would contrive 
matters fo, that a*day or two after he came 
down, feveral of their former gay Compa- 
nions might meet at his Lordlhip's table,, 
that he might have an opportunity of m.a- 
king his apology to them, and acquainting, 
them with the n^ature and reafons of his 
change. It was accordingly agreed to ; 
and a pretty large company met on the day 
appointed, with previous notice that Ma- 
jor Oardiner would be there. A good deal 
of rai^]ery^ paffed. at dinner, to which the 
, Major made very little anfwef. But when 
the cloth was taken away, and the fcr- 
vanis retired, he begged their patience for 
a few minutes, and thea plainly and feri* 
ouily tofd them what notions he .ent-er* 
toiacd of virtue and religion, and on whsur 
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confideraticns he had abfolutely determi- 
ned, that by the grace of God he would 
make it the care and blifinefs of life, what- 
ever he might lofe. by it, and whatever 
cenfure and contempt he might incur. He 
\vc\\ knew how improper it was in fu€h 
company to relate the extraordinary man- 
ner in which he was awakened ; which 
they would probably have interpreted to a 
denxonftration of limacy againft all the 
gravity and folidity of his difcourfe : But 
he contented himfelf with fuch a rational 
defence of a righteous, fober, and godly 
hfe, as he knew none of them could with 
any fliadow of reafon eonteft. He then 
challenged them to pfopofe any thing they 
could urge, to prove that a life of irreli- 
gipn and debauchery was preferable to the 
fear, love, and worfliip of the eternal God,' 
and a conduft agreeable to the precepts of 
his gofpcl. And he failed not to bear his 
teftimony from his own experience, (to 
one part of which many of them had been 
witnelTes,) that after having run the wi- 
deft round of fenfual plcafure, with all the 
advantages the beft conflitution and fpirits 
could give him, he had i^ever tafted any 
thing that defcrved to be called happinefs, 
rill he had made religion his refuge and his 
delight. He teftified calmly and boMly 
the iKibitu^h ferenity and peace that ho ' 
liow' felt in his own brctilt, for the iRoft 
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devared delights he did not. think fit to 
plead, left they Ihould be efteemcd enthu- 
fiafni,).and the Gompofiire and pleafurc with 
which he looked forward* to objefts, which 
the gayeft finner muft acknowledge to be e- 
qually unavoidable and' dl-eadful.- 

§ 53, I know not what might be at- 
tempted by fbmc of the company in aailwer 
to tlali^, but I well remember he told mc,. 
the maffier of the tj ble, a perfon of a very 
frank and candid^ difpofition,^ cut {hort the 
debate, and fard^ '^ Coipe, let us all call 
" another caufe : We thought this maa 
" niad^ and he is in good earneft proving 
" that w^e are fo.'' On the whole, thk 
well-judged circuinftance faved him a great 
deal of furore troulJk* When, his former 
acquaintance obferved that he was ftili 
^onvcrfeblc and innocently chcarful, aad 
that he was immoveable in his refoiutioos^ 
they defifted _from farther importunity^ 
And he has: affiired me, that inftead of lo* 
fiag any one valuable friend by this change 
in hi^ charaftcf, he found himfclf much 
more eftecmed and regarded by many who 
eould not perfuadc themfclves to imitate^ 
his exampl(K 

§ 54:. I have not any memoirs of Go** 
lonci Gardiner's life, or of any other re- 
markable evjcnt befalling hinx in it, from 
the time oi^ his return to England, till, his 
niatriage in the yccir 172.6; except the cx^ 
trafta v/hich have been feat me from fom^e 
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ktters, wliich he wrote to his religro!is- 
friends during this Interval, arid which I 
cannot pafs by without a more parritular 
notice* It may be recoUefted, that in con- 
fequence of the reduction of that regiment 
of which he was Major, he was out of 
coitimiflion from Nov; the loth 1718, till 
June the ift 17^4: And after he return- 
ed from PariS; I find all his letters, during 
this period, dated from London, where he 
continued, in communioa with the Chriftr- 
an fociety under the paftoral care of Dr 
Calamy. As his good mother alfo belong- 
ed to the fame, it is cafy td imagine, it 
muft be an unfpeakable pleafure to her to 
have fuch frequent opportunities of con- 
verfmg with fuch a foh, of obferving in his 
daily conduft and difcourfes the bleffed ef- 
fects of that change which divine grace had 
madejn his heart, and of fitting down 
with h^ra monthly at that facred feaft, where 
Chriftians fo frequently enjoy the divined 
entertainments which they expeft on thia^ 
fide heaven. I the rather mention this or- 
dinance, becaufe, as this excellent lady had 
\ a very higli cfteem. for it, fo fhe had an 
opportunity of attending but the very 
Lord's day immediately preceding her death, 
whi<-h happened onThurfday Oft. 7. 1725. 
aftet her fon had been removed from her 
almoft a year. He had maintained her 
_ handfomely out of that very^ moderate m*- 
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come, on which h(^ iVbfjfted fince his regi- 
ment had been dilbccr JrJ ; and when (he 
cxprefled her gratiti.dt: to him for it, he 
afllired h^n (I think in one of the J^il let- 
ters Ihe ever received from him,) "that he 
" efteemed it a great hoii. . r, ihat Got) put 
i" it into his power to m-JkC," what he cal- 
led, '* a vciy finall acknot\ledc:ir!cnt of all 
" her care for him, and.err-v-..!-.i'!iy of the 
*'• many prayers flie had ollercd on his ac- 
•* count, v/hich had already teen rcmarka- 
** biy anfwered, and the benefit of which 
" he hoped ever to enjoy.'' 
' § SS* ^ apprehend that the Earl of 
Stair's regiment, to the majority of v.'-ich 
he- was promoted on the c, tli of July- 
1724, was then quartered in Scotland; for 
all the letters in my hand, from that time 
to the 6th of February 1726, are dated 
from thence,-, and particularly fro%Ddu- 
glas, Stranraw'cr, Hamikcn, and Ayr: Bur 
I have theplcafure to find, from comparing 
thcle with, others of .an earlier date from 
London aod the neighbouring parts, that 
neither the detriment which he mufl fuffer 
by being fo louc^ our of comiriilllon, nor 
the hurry of affairs while charged: w*ith it, 
could*preVent or interrupt tliat intercourfe 
with heaven,. which was his daily feail,;and 
his d^ily ftrength., 

§ K^&. Thefe were moft efninently the 
happ.y years of his life : For he had learn- 
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ed to eftimate his happinefs, not by the 
increafe of honour, or the poffeflion of 
wealth, or by what was much dearer to 
his generous heart than either, the con- 
veife of the deareft and worthieft human 
friends ; but by nearnefs to God, and by 
opportunities of humble convcrfe with him 
in the lively exercife of contemplation, 
praife and prayer. Now there was no pe- 
riod of his life, in which he was more e- 
mincntly favoured with thefc ; nor do I 
find any of his letters fo overflowing with 
tranfports of holy joy, as thofe wliich were 
dated during this time. There are indeed' 
in fome of them fiich very fublimc paffa- 
ges, that I have been dubious whether I 
Ihould communicate them to the public or 
not, left I ftiould adminifter matter of 
profane ridicule to, fome, who look up- 
on all the elevation of devotion as con- 
temptible cnthufiafm. And it has alfo gi- 
ven me fome apprehenfions, left it fhould • 
difcourage fome pious Chriftians, who af- 
ter having fpent feveral years .in the fer- 
vice of God, and in humble obedience to 
the precepts of his gcfpel, may not have 
attained to any fuch heights as thefe. . But 
on the whole, I cannot fatisfy 'myfelf to 
fupprefs them; not only as I number fome 
of them, confidered in a devotional view,. 
, among the moft extraordinary pieces of 
the kind I have ever met with ; but aa 
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fome of the mod ' excellent and 'judici- 
ous pcrfons I any where know, to whom 
I have read tkem, have affured rae that 
they felt tteir hearts in an unufual man- 
ner impreffed, quickened, and edified ,by 
them. 

^57. 1 will therefore draw back the 
vefl^ and fliew my much honoured friend 
in his raoft fecret receflesj^hat the world 
may fee what thofe fprings were, from 
whence iffued that clear, permanent and 
living ftream of wifdom, piety and vir- 
tue, which fo apparently ran though all 
that part of his life which was open to pu- 
blic obfervation. It' is not to be imaginfed, 
that letters written in the intimacy of Chri- 
ftian friendlhip, fome of. them with the 
moft apparent marks of hafte, and amidil 
a variety of important public cares, (hould 
be adorned with any ftudied degarice of 
expreffion, .about which the greatnefs of 
his foul would not allow him to be at any 
time very folicitous; for he generally (fo 
far as I could obferve,) wrote as fall as 
his pen could move, which happily, both 
for him, and his many friends, was very 
freely. Yet here the grandeur of Jiis fub- 
jeft has fometimes clothed his ideas with a 
language more elevated than is ordinari- 
ly to be expcified in an epiflolai^ corre-. 
fpondence. The proud fcorners, who may 
deride fentiments and enjoyments like thofe 
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•which this truly great man fo experimen- 
tally "and pathecically,defcribes, I pity from 
my heart; and grieve to think how unfit 
they muft be for the halclujahs of hea- 
ven, who pour contempt , upon the ncareft 
approaches to them: Nor Ihall I think it 
any nlisfbrtuneto.lhare with fo excellent a 
perfon in their, profane derifion. It will \jt 
infinitely morg than an equivalent for all 
that fueh ignorance and petulancy can thi ik 
and fay, if I may convince feme who are 
as yet ftrangers to ircligion, how real and 
how noble its delights are ; if I may en- 
gage my pious readers to glorify God 
for fo illuftrious an inliance of his grace ; 
and finally, if I may quicken them, and a- 
bove all may roufe my own too indulgent 
fpirit, to follow with Icfs unequal fleps aa 
example, to the fublimity of which, Ifear, 
few of us fliall after all be able fully to attain. 
And that we may not be too much difcou- 
raged under the deficiency, let it be recol- 
Icfted, that few have the advantage of a 
temper naturally fo warm; few have an 
equal command of retirement ; and per- 
haps hardly any one, who thinks himfcrlf 
moft indebted to the riches and freeilam 
of divine grace, can trace interpoliiions of 
jt, in all relpcfts equally allonifliing. 

•§ 58: The firft of thefe extraordinary 
letters which have fallen into ray haul, is 
dated, near three years after his coaverlion, 
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and addreffed to a lady of qualifv* LW* 
iieve it is the firft the Major evL-r wmu ^ 
fo immediately on the fubjecl of 1 . r^lii ■.- 
ous confolations and converfe \vi:h Guq^rj 
devout retirement. For I well rctiRtij^jis*-, 
diat he once told me he was fo much ufriiiAl 
diat foinething of fpiritual pride IhoidJ min- 
gle itfelf with the relation of fuch i.ind of 
experiences, that he concealed thc!:i a long 
time : But obfervini!: with how much fret- 
dom the facrcd writers open all ilic iiujIc 
fecret receffes of their hearts, tfi'jeciatl/ 
in the Pfalms^ his confcience began to be 
burthened, under an apprehcufion ilut, for 
the honour of God, and in order to viu 
gage the concurrent praifes of jfoinc uf iijs 
people, he ought to difclcfe them. On ihh 
he fet himfclf to refleft, who amoiK; u!l Lk 
numerous acquaintance feemed at oiicctiie 
moft experienced Chriftian he kiiLW, {^to 
vrhom therefore fuch things as he bud to 
communicate might appear folid ami cre- 
dible,) and who the humblcft. HctjuJckly 
thought pf the Lady Marchionefs of Dou- 
glas in this view : And the reader may well 
imagine, that it (truck my mind very ftronn;- 
ly, to (think that now, more than tv/entj- 
four years after it whs witten, Providefl^; , 
fliould bring to my hands, (as it lias done^ 
^vithin thefe few days,) what I affurcdly 
believe to be a genuine copy of that vejy 
letter, which I had not the leaft rcafoi: to 
II 
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cxpeft I fliould ever have feen, when I 
learned from' his own mouth, amidl the 
fixedom of an accidtiital converfation, the 
occafion and circumfhmces of it. 

§ 59. It is dated from London July 21 
1722, and the very firft lines of it relate 
to a remarkable' circumflance^ which' from 
others of his letters I find have happened 
feveral times. I mean, that when* he had 
received from any of his Chrillian friends 
a few lines which particularly aSefted his 
lieai't, he could not ftay till the flared re- 
turn of his devotional hour, but immedi- 
ately retired to pray for them, and to give 
ver\t to thefe religious emotions of mind 
which fuch a correfpondence raifed. How 
invaluable was fuch a friend ! and how great 
reafon have thofe of us, who once poflelT- 
ed a large fliare in his heart, and in thofe 
retired and facred moments, to blcfs God 
for fo Angular a felicity ; and to comfort 
ourfelves in a pleafimj hope that we may 
yet reap future bleffings, as the harvell 
of thofe petitions w^hich he can no more 
repeat ! 

§ Go, His words are thefe : -^ I was (0 
^ happy as to receive your's jufl as I arri- 
1 ved, and, I had no fooner read it, but I 

* fliut my door, and fought him whom my 
' foul loveth. I fought him, cind found liiin; 

* and would not let him go till he had b)eii- 

* ed us ail. It is impoflible to find words 
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* to c^cprefs v/hat I obtained ; but T fup- 
' pofe -it-was fomethiug like that which tjic 

* difciplcs got as they were going to Em- 

* mans, Vvlien they laid, Did not our hearts 

* burn within us, &c. or rather like what 
' Paul felt, when he could not tell whether 
' he was in the body or cut of it/ lie then 
mentions his dread of fpiritual pride, fi'oin 
which he earneftly prays that Gdd nay de- 
liver and preferve him. 'Thi;;/ fi)'B. lie, 
' would have hindered nie from coiimnni- 
' eating thefe things, if 1 had not fuch a:i 

* example before nrie as the man aficr 
' God's 'own heart, faying, I will declare 

* what God hath done for my foui ; and 
' elfewher^, The humble Ciall hear thereof, 
' and be glad : Now I am well fatisfied thac 

* your Ladyihip is of that number/ He 
then add?, * I had no fooner f^niflied this 

* exercife,* that is, of prayer above men- 
tioned, 'but I fat down to admire tlie good- 
' nefs of my God, that he would vouch- 

* fafe to influence by his free fpirit fo un- 

* defprving a wretch as I, and to njake nic 

* thus to momu up with eagles wing?. AwA. 
' here I was Icll again, and got into an c- 
^ cean, \vhere I could Cnd neither bound 

* nor bottom, but was ob!ic5:ed to cry oi^twich 
. ' the apoille, O the breadrh, the lengtli, t]]c 

' depth, theheighth, of the love of Chrii>, 

* which 'palfeth knowledge ! But if I give 
' way to this ftrain, I fliaii never have jQi:e, 
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'. That the God of hope may fill you witk 
' all' joy and peace in believing, that you 
'- may abound in hope rlirdugh the ppwer of 
^ the Holy Ghofl, fliall always be the prayer 
' of hiiii, who is, with the greateft fiaccrity 
' and fefj^eft, yourLvidyfliip's, &c/ 

§ 6i, Another pailage to the fame pur- 
])ofe I find in a meinorandum,-which he fe/ems 
to have written for his own ufe, dated Mon- 
day M-arcK iij which, I perceive, from 
', many concurrent circumftances, muflhave 
l)cen in. tho year 1 722-3, * This day/ fays 
he, ' having been to vifit Mrs G. at 
' liampllcad,.! came home about two, and 
' read a fermon o^ thefe words, Pfal. c^xx. 
' 4. But there is forgivenefs with thee that 
'' thou mayeft be feared. About the latter 
' end oif which, there is a defcription of the 
^ miferable condition of 'thofe that arc 
' flighters of pardoning grace. From! a 
'. fenfe of the- great obligations I lay uiidcr 
^ to the almighty GoDjWlio hath made 
' 'me to differ froni fuch, from what I was, 
^ nnd from the refl: of my companiQU's, I 
' knecl'ddown topraifthis holynamej and 

* I know not that in my lifetime I ever 
' lay lower in the duft, nv^ver having had 

* a fuller view of my own unwprthincfs. 
' I nevcr^plead^d more ftrongl'y the merits 
' and intercefiion of hini, v;ho I know is 
^ worthy ; never vovvcd more fincercly to. 

* be the Lord's, and to accept of Christ 
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^ as he. is offered in the gofpel, as-4iiy king, 

* prieil, and prophet*; never had fo ftron^ 

* a defire to depart, that I might lln no' 
\ more ; but- — rniy grace is fufficient • 

* curbed that delirc.* \ never pleaded with 
greater fervency for the comforter, which 
' our bleffed Lord hath promifcd fliall a- 

* bide with us for ever. For all which I de- 
' fire to afcribe glory, &c. to Him that fit- 

* teth on the throne, and to the Lamb.' 

§ 62. There are feveral others of his 
papers which fpealc much the fame lan- 
guage ; which, had he kept a diary, v;ould 
(I doubt not) have filled many fliects. I 
believe, my devout readers would not foon 
be weary of reading extrafts of this kind : 
But that I may not exceed in this part of 
my narrative, I ftiall mention only two more, 
each'Of them dated fomc years after ; that 
is, one from Douglas, April ifh 1725 ; and 
the other from Stranrawen, the 25th of May 
following. 

§ 63. The former of thefe relates to 
the frame of his fpirit on a journey. On 
the mention of which, I cannot but recol- 
lect how often I have heard him fay, that 
fpme of the moft delightful days of his life 
were dviys in. which he travelled alone, 
(that is, with only a fervant at a diflance); 
when he could, efpecially in roads not much 
frequented, indulge himfelf in the pleafures 
of prayer and praife. T\\ the excrcife of 
H 3 . 
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\vhich laft, he was greatly afTifted by fe- 
veral Pfulms and Hymns, ^'bich he had 
treafured up in his memory, and which he 
tifed not only to repeat aloud, but fome- 
times X.O fing. , In reference to this I re- 
member the following paflage, in a letter 
which he wrote to me many years after, 
when .on mentioning my ever dear and ho- 
noured friend the Rev. Dr Watts, he fays, 
*, Hov: often in fmging fome of his Pfalms, 
' Hymns, or Lyrics, on horfeback, aind elfe- 

* where, has the evil fpirit'been made to 

fly; 

* Whenever my heart in tnne was/ound, 

* Like David's harp of folcmn found !' 

§ 64. Such was the firft of April a- 
bove mentioned, in the eyening of which he 
writes thus to an intimate friend : * What 

* would I haVe given this day, upon the 

* road, for paper, pen, and ink, v/hcn the 

* 3p}rit of the Moft High refted upon me ! 

* Oh for the pen of a ready writer, and 
'the tongue of an angel to declare what 
^ God hath done this day for my foul! But 

* in fliort, it is in vain to attempt it : All 
' that I am able to fay is. only this, tha:t 

* my foul has been for fome hours joining 

* with the blefled fpirits above, in giving 
' glory, and honour, and praife, unto Him 

* that litteth upon the throne^ and to the 
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* Lamb for ever and evei-. My praifes be- 

* gan from a renewed view of him, whom 
^ I faw pierced for my tranfgrelliohs. I 
' fummoned the whole hierarchy of hca- 
' ven to join with me ; and I am perfua- 
' ded they all echoed back praife to the 
' -Mod High. Yea, one would have 

* thought the very Jarks joined me with c- 
*. mulation. Sure then I need not make 

* ofe of many words, to perfuade you that 

* are his faints to join me in bleiSng and 

* praifing his holy name/ He concludes, 
^ May the bleffing of the God of Jacob 

* reft upon you all! Adieu. Written in 
^ great hafte, late, and weary.' 

§ 65. Scarce can I here refrain from 
breaking out into more copious refleftions 
on the exquifite pleafures of true religion, 
when rifen to fuch eminent degrees; which 
can thus feaft the foul in its folitude, arid re- 
frefh it on journies,, and bring down fp much 
of heaven to earth as this delightful letter 
cxpreffes* But the remark is fo obvious 
that I will not enlarge upon it, but proceed 
to the other letter above mentioned, which 
Was written the next month, on the Tuef- 
day after a facrament day. , . 

§ 06. He mentions the pleafure with 
which he had. attended a preparation fer- 
^on the Saturday beforehand then he add^, 

I took a walk upon^the mountains that are 

* over-againU: Ireland ; and I perfuade my- 
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* felf, that Avere I capable of giving you a 
' dcfcription of what pafftrd there, you 

* would agree that I had iViuch better rea- 
^ foil to remember my God from the hills 

* of Port-Patrick, than David from the 
' land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites 

* from the hill Mizar,' I fuppofe he means 
in reference to the clearer difcoveries of 
the gofpel with which we are favoured. 
**In fliort,* fays he immediately afterwards, 
in^that fcripture phrafe which was become 
fo familiar to him, * wreflled fome hours 

* with the Angel of the covenant, and made 
' fupplicatious to him with floods of tears 

* and cries, until I had alraofl expired ; 

* but he ftrengthened me fo, that like Ja- 

* cob I had power with God, and .prevailed. 

* This,* adds he, ' is but a very faint de- 

* fcription: Youwillbe more able jto judge 

* of it by what you have felt yourfelf up- 
^ on the like occafions. After fuch prepa- 

* ratory work, I need not t^ll you how 

* bleffed the folemn ordinance of the Lord's 

* fupper prpved to me ; I hope it was fo 

* to many. You may believe I ftioulJ 

* have been exceeding glad if my gracious 
' Lord had ordered it fo that I might have 

* made you a vifit, as I propofed : But I 
• ** am now glad it was ordered otherwife, 

* fince he hath caufed fo much of his good-, 
' ncfs to pafs before me. Were I to give 

you an account of the many favours my 
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* God hath loaded me with fince I parted 

* from you, I rauft have taken up many 
' 'days in jiothing but writmg. I hope yoa 
' will join with me in praifes' for all the 
^ goodnefs he has iliewoi to your unworthy 
' brother in the Lord.* 

§ 67. Such were the ardours and eleva- 
tions of his foul : But while I record thefe 
memorials of thcm^ I am very fenfible there 
are fnany who will be inclined -to cen- 
fiirethem, as the flights of enthufiafm ; for 
which reafori I muft beg leave to add a re- 
murk or two upon the occafion, which will 
be illuflrated by feveral other extracts, 
which 1 -fhall introduce into the fequel of 
thefe memoirs. The one is, that he never 
pretends, in any'of the paffages cited above, 
or elfewhcre, to • have received any imme- 
diate revelations from Gob, v/hich ftiould 
raife him iaibovc the ordinary methods of 
inftruftion, or difcqver any"^ thing to him, 
whether .of do6irines"or fafts. No man 
was farther from pretending to predift fu- 1 
ture events, excepr it v»^erc fro«i tli€ mo- ^ 
rp.l prognoftications* of caufes naturally tmd- ^f^ 
ing- to produce them ; in tracing of whi^h" 
he had indeed an admirable fagacity, as I 
have fecn in fome very remarkable inftan- -, 
ces. Neither was he at all inclinable to 
govern himfdlf by fecret impulfes upon his 
mind, leading him to things for whidh he . 
could affign no reafcn but the impulfc itfeUV 
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Had he ventured, in a prefuraption on fuch 
fecrct agitations of mind, to teach, or to 
do any thing, not warranted by the diftates 
of found fcnfe and the Word of God, I 
fliould readily have acknowledged him an 
cnthufiaft, unlefs he. could have produced 
fome other evidence than his ov/n perfua- 
fion to have fupported the authority of 
them. But thcfe ardent expreflions, which 
fome may call enthufuifm, feem only to e- 
vidcnce a heart deeply afFc6i:ed v/ith afer.fc 
of the divine prcfcnce and perfections, and 
of that love which pa£eth knowledge; 
, tfpccially, as nianifcfted in our redemption 
by the Son of God, which did indeed in- 
flame his v/hole foul. And he thought he 
might reafonably afcribe the ftrong im- 
preffions, to which men are generally fuch 
ftrangers, and of which he had long beta 
entirely deftitute, to the agency or rnflu- 
cnce of the Spirit of God upon his hear^; 
and that jn proportion to the degree in 
which he felcthem, he might properly h)% 
Goisr^'as prefcnt wiik him, and he cou- 
verfed with God*. ' Now when we con- 

* TLe in^e^cnicus and plnus Mr. Grove, (ujio I 
thii k was as little rnfpecled ol'iivnning Into enthi'/i- 
afilcal extremes as mofi divines I cc-ulJ nr.me ) hi's 
a ncble-p Mdgt to this piupnfe, in ihc (Ixth vi,\y,w.t f'f 
Ms Poftliumous wprk^, pa;^. ^.q, ^j. wi.lch lefi^e^^t to 
the n^emoiy rf he ih theCe excellent perirns irclirts 
me to iTifiTt here. ** How often are good ihaas;h!3 
•* Aipgelkd,'' (viz. to the pure izi heart,) <'_hci- 

vcidy. 
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fider the fcriptural phrafes, * of walking 

* with God, of having' communion with 

* the Father and his Son Jefus Chrift, of 

* Chrift's coming to them that open ths 

* door of their hearts to him, and flipping 

* with them, of God's fliedding abroad 

* his love in the heart by his Spirit of his 

* coming with Jefus Chrift, and making bis 
' abode with any man that loves him, of 
' his melting him that worketh righteoiif- 

* nefs. of his making us glad by the light 

* of his Countenance,' and a variety, of o- 
ther equivalent expreffions \ I believe we 
fhall foe reafon to judge much more fa- 
vourably of fuch expreffions as thofe now 

^in queftion, than perfons who arc them- 
fclves (Ira^ngdrs to elevated devotion^ and 
perhaps converfe but little with their Biblci 

" venly affcdlons kindled and inflamed ! Hou- often 
** is ihe Chrirtian piompted to holy adions, dr.-^uti 
■*' to his duty, reftored, quickened, perfuaJed, in 
" fuch a mnnner, tlat \\t would be unjull to \\\z 
** Spirit of God-to queftion his agency in the v hole * 
*' Yes, oh m)> foul, there is a fupr'^me Being, w!io 
" governs the world, and is piefent with it, wlio 
*' takfs ijp Jiis more fiKcial habitiuion in r;ood nicn, 
" and is njgh to all wlio call upon hii'n, to fiiiclify 
** and afTill rhem \ Hall th^^u not felt him.'oh my foul, 
" like another foul, a(51uaiir.g thy faculties, exalting 
*' thy views, puiiAing t!iy pafifions, exciiin^^ thy 
** praxes, and begetting 'n the-,* an ablionenre of fui, 
"-and a Iv^'C r.f h.Tir.ei& ? And is not alltiiis an ar- 
" punitnt of his pr':(encc, as iiuly as if thou didft 
*' fee him -:' 
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are inclined to do, efpecially if they have, 
as many fuch perfons have, a temper that 
inclines them to cavil and find fault. And 
I muft farther obferve, that amidfl all thofd 
freedoms, with which this eminent Chrifti- 
an opens his devout Jieart to the mofl inti- 
mate of his friends, heftill fpeaks with pro- 
found awe and reverence of his heavenly 
Father, and his Saviour, and maintains (af- 
ter the example of the facred w^riters them- 
felves,) a kind of dignitv in his expreifions 
fnitahle to fuch a fubjeft, without any of 
that fond familiarity of language, and de- 
grading meannefs of phrafe, by v/hicli it 
is, efpecially of late, grown fafliionably 
ainong fome, (who neverthelefs I believe 
mean well,) to exprefs their love and their 
humility. 

§ 68, On the w^hole, if habitual love 
to God, firm faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, a fteady depehdence on the di- 
vine promifcs, a fullp^rfuafion of the wif- 
dom and gcodnefs of all the difpenfations 
of Providence, a high efteem for the blef- 
fmgs of the heavfenly world, aild a fmcere 
corltem.pt for the vanities of this can pro- 
perly be called enthufiatn ; then was Co- 
lonel Gardiner indeed one of the greatett 
cnthufiiifls our age ht^s produced ; and in 
oportion to the degree in which he was 
, I muft efteem him one of the wifeft and 
ippicft of mankind. Nor do I fear to 
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tdl the world, that it is the defign of my 
writing thefe memoirs, and of every thing 
cMethat I undertake in life, to fpread this 
glorious and bleffed enthufiafm, which I 
know to be the anticipation of Heaven*, as 
well as the moft certain way to it. 

§ 69. But left any fliould poiSbly ima- 
gine, that allowing 'the experiences which 
have been defcribed above, to have been 
ever fo folid and important, yet there may 
be fotne appearance of boafling in fo free 
a communication of them ; I mqfl: add to 
what I have hinted in reference to this a- 
bove, tbat I find in many of the papers be- 
fore me very genuine expi-eifions of the 
deepeft humility and felf-abafement ; which 
indeed fuch holy converfe with God iu 
prayer and pralfe does above all things in 
the worM tend to* infpire and promote* 
Thus in one of his letters he fays, ' I am 
' but as a beaft before him.' In another 
he calls himfelf * a miferable hell-deferving 

* fmner ;' And in another he cries out, 

* dh, how go.od a Mafter do I ferve ! but 

* ialas, how ungrateful am I ! What can be 

* fo aftoniftiing as the love of Christ 

* to us, unleft it be the coldoefs of our 

* fmful hearts towards fuch a Saviour ?' 
Witb many other clatifes of the like na- 
ture, which I fliall not fet myfclf more 
particularly to trace, through the variety 
of letters in which they occur* 
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§ JO. It is a farther inftance of this un- 
feigned humility, that when (as his Lady 
\vith her ufual propriety of language cx- 
prefles it^ in one pf her letters to me con- 
cerning him) ' thefe divine joys and con- \ 

* fblations were not his daily allowance/ ' 
he with equal freedom, in the confidence 
of Chriftian fri^ndfliip, .acknowledges and 
laments it. Thus in the firft letter I had 
the honour of receiving from him, dated 
from Leicefter, July 9. 1739, when he had 
been mentioning the bleffing with which it 
had pleafed God to attend my laft addrefs 
to -him, and the influence it had upon his 
mind, he adds, * much do I (land in need 

* of every help to awaken me out of that 

* fpiritual deadnefs, which feizes me fo of- 

* ten. Once indeed it was quite otherwife 

* with me, and^chat for many years : 

* Firm was my liealth, my day was bright, 

* And I prefani'd ^t would ne'er be night: 

* Fondly I faid within my heart, 

* Pleafure and peace fliall ne'er depart. 

*•■ But I forgot. Thine arm was ftrong, 
' Which made my mountain ftand fo long : 

* Soon as thy face began to hide, 

* My health was gone, my comforts died* 

* And here,', adds he, ^ lies my fin, and my 

* folly.' 

5 7J- I mention this, tha: the whole 
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matter may be feen juft as it was, and that 
other Chriftians may -not be difcouragcd, if 
they feel fome abatement of that fervour, 
and of ;hofe holy joys which they may 
have experienced during fome of the fiiil 
months or'years of their fpiritual life. But 
with relation tb the Colonel, I have great 
rrafon to believe, that thefe which he la- 
Bfients as his dAys of fpiritual deadnefs were 
tot unanimated ; and that quickly after the 
dare of this letter, and efpecially nearer 
i the clofe of his life, he had farther revi- - 
jjvings, as the joyful anticipation of thofc 
belter things in referve, which were then 
nearly approaching. And thus Mr Spears, 
in the letter I mentioned above, tells us he 
■elated the matter to him'; (for he fludies 
as much as pofTible to retain the Coloncrs 
own words :) ' However,' fays he, ' after 

I* that happy period of fenfible communion,* 
* though my joys and enlargements were 
\ not fo overflowing and fenfible, yet I 
' have had habitual real communion with 

* God fr6m that day to this; the latter 
^ end of the year 1743 ; and I know my-* 

* felf, and al! that knew me fee, that thro* 

* the grace' of Gcd, 10 which I afcrihc all,' 
' my "converfaricn has been becoming the 
' gofpd ; and let me die, Vv-he,never it iha'l 

* pleafe God, .or wherever it fliall be, I 
^ r am fure I iliall go 10 the manfuns cf 
* -tt«rual elcry, ^.c' And this is per- 

I 2 
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feftty agreeable to the manner m which lie 
ufed to fpeak to mc on this head, which 
we have talked over frequently and largely. 
§ 72. In this connexion I hope my 
Reader* will forgive my inferting a little 
ftory which I received from a. very wor- 
thy minifter in Scotland, and which I fliall 
give in his own words : ^ In this period,' 
meaninor that which follows the firft fovea 
years after his convcrfion, * when his com- 

* plaint of comparative deadnefs and lan- 

* guor in religion began, he had a dream; 
' which, though 'he had no - tura at all for 

* taking notice of dreams, yet made a ve- 

* ry ftrong impreiEon upon his mind.. He 
' imagined that he faw his, blcfled Re- 

* decmer on earth, and that, he was foU 
' lowing him through a large field, follow- 

* ihg him whom his foul loved, but much 
^ troubled, becaufe he thought his blcffcd 

* Lord did not fpeak to him, till he came 

* up to the gate of the burying- place^ wh^en 

* turning about he fmiled upon him,, in 
^ fuch a manner as filled his foul with the 

* mod ravifliing joy ; and on after rdkc- 
^ tion animated his faith, in believing that 

* whatever ftorms and djirknefs he might 

* meet with in the way, at the hour of 

* death, his glorious Redeemer would lift 

< up upon him the light of his life-giving ' 
*- countenance/ My correlpOndent adds a 
^ijicumftancCj for which he make$. ibm^ 
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apology, as what maj'- feem whimficalj anl 

* yet made fome impreflion on Iiimfcli-j 

* that there was a remarkable rcftm- 

* blancc in the field in which this brave 
^ man met dea^h, and that he had reprc- 

* fentcd to him . in the dream/ I did not 
fully underftand .this ar firfl ; but a paffiige 
in that letter from Mr Spears, which I have 
mentioned more than one, has cleared ir. 
' Now obferve. Sir,' this feems to be a li- 

* teral defcription of the place where this 

* Chriflian hero ended his forrows and 

* conflifts, and from which he entered tri- 

* umphantly into the joy^'pf his Lord. For 

* after he fell in battle, fighting glorioufly 

* for his king and the caufe .of his GoDJ 

* his wounded body,' while life was yet 

* remaining, was carried from the field of 

* battle by the eall fide of his own in- 
' clofiire, till he came to the church-yard 

* of Tranent, and was brought to the mini- 

* iter's houfe, where he foon after In-cathed 
' out his foul into the hands oF his Lord, 
' and was conduced to his prefence, where 

* there is fulnefs of joy, without any cloud 

* or interruption, for ever/ 

§ 73. I well know, that in dreams 
there are divers vanities, and readily ac- 
knowledge, that nothing certain could be 
inferred fr?om this : Yet k feems at leaft 
to fliew TWhich way the inr^gination was 
■forking ^ven in Ceep ; and 1 cannot think 

In 
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it unworthy of a wife and good man, fomc- 
times to refleft with complacency on any 
images, which paffing through his mini 
even in that ftatp, may tend either to ex- 
prefs, or to quicken his love to the great 
Saviour. Thofe eminently pious divines 
* of the church of Eiagland, Bifliop Bui! 
and Bifhop Kenn, do both intimate it as 
their opinion, that it -may be a^part of the 
fervice of miniftering angels to fuggclt de- 
vout' dreams * :, And I know that the t^or- 
thy perfon of whom I fpeak was well ac- 
quainted with that midnight hymn of the 
latter of thofe excellent writers, which has 
thefc lines :' 

* Lord, left the "tempter me fnrprifey 

* .Watch over thine own faerifice ! 

* All loofe, all idle thoughts call out : 

* And make my very dreaans devout !*" 

Nor would it ht difficult to produce other 

* Biftop Bull has thcfe remarkable worcfs : * Al* 

* though I am no doater on dreams, yet I verily .be^ 

* lieve that fome dreaips are monitory, above the 

* power of fancy, and fmprcfied wpon us by feme 

* foperior inffuence. For of fuch dreams we-havc 

* plaih and undeniable inftanccs in hiftory, both fe- 

* crcd and profane, in our age and obfervation. 

* Nor fhall I to value the laughter of Sceptics, and 

* the feoffs of the Epicurians, as to be afhamed to 

* profefs that I myfelf have had fotne convincing c»- 

* periments oFfuch impreffions.' 'Bifhop £ull'& iexnw 
and diic. Vol. II. page 489, 4,3^©.. 
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paflages much to the fame purpofe *, if 
it would not be deemed too great a digref* 
fion from our fubjeft, and too laboured a 
vindication of a little incident of very fmall 
knportance, when compared ivith moft of 
thofc which niake up this narrative. 

% 74. I "meet not with any other rc- 
markabte event relating to Major Gardi- 
ner, wtiich can* properly be introduced 
he#c till the year 1726, when, on the 
nth day of July he was married to the 
Right Honourable the Lady Francis Er- 
ftine, daughter to the late Earl of BuXrhan, 
by whom he had thirteen children, * five 
only of which fiirvived their father, two 
fons and three daughters : Whom I cannot 

* If I miftak« not, the fame Biftiop Kenn ts the 
author. of a midnighl hyinn> coiKludtng with thefe 
words; 

* May my ethereal Guardian kindly fprcad 

* His'wlngSy and from the tempter fcretn mf 

head 5 

* Grjpit of cekftial light fome pierctng beams, 

* To blefs my flecp, and fandify my dreams !* 

As he certainly was of thofe cxa(Sily parallel tnies I 

f , 

* Oh may my Guardian while I ffcep 

* Clofe to my bed hi« vigils keep j 

* His' love angelical inftil, 

* Stop all the avenues of ill \ > 

* May he celeftial joys reheaife, 

* And thought to tbonght with me corfvcrfe P 
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• § 77. He was conftant in attendance up- 
on public worfliip, in which an e^^emplary 
care was taken, that the cL;\:ien and fcr- 
vants might accompany the heads of the 
family. And how he would have refented 
the non-attendance of any member of it, 
may eafily be conjeftured, from a free, 
but lively paffage, in a letter to ont of his 
intimate friends^ on an bccafion which it 
is not material to mention : ' Oh, Sir, 

* had a child of your's under my roof 
' but once negle(ffcd the public worfliip of' 
*- God, when he was able to attend it, I 
' fliould have been ready to conclude he had 

* been diilraAed, and fliould have thought 

* of fliaving his head, and confining him in 
*^ a dark room.* 

§ 78. He always treated his lady with 
a' manly tendernefs, giving her the mod 
natural evidences of a cordial habitual e- 
fteem, and exprcflfrng a moil affectionate 
fympathy with her, under the infirmities^ 
of a very delicate conftitutitjn^ much bro- 
ken, at Icaft towards* the liater years of 
their marriage, in confcc|iunce of fo fre- 
quent pregnancy. He h^.d at all times a. 
moll faithful care of ' all iitr intereils, and 
efpecially thofe reJatiiv?. \o the flaie of re- 
ligion in her mind, iiis converfation inid 
bis letters concurred to cherifli thofe Jul> 
linie ideas which ChriilicLnity f-Tv^rj^Jiis, to 
promote our fubmHCon to the wiil of God, 
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to teach us to center our happincfs in the 
great Author of our being, and to live by 
faith in the . inyifible world. Thcfe, no 
doubt, weivAiequently the fubjcfts of mu- 
tual difcourfe : And many letters, which 
,her Ladyfhip has had the goodnefs to com- 
municate tome, are moft convincing evi- 
dences of the degree in which this noble 
and moft friendly care filled his mind in 
the days of their feparation } days, which 
fo entire a mutual afFeftion muft have ren- 
dered exceeding painful, had they not been 
Supported by fuch exalted fentimcnts of 
piety, and fweetened by daily communion 
with an eyer-prefent and ever-gracious 
God. 

§-79. The neceffity of being fo many 
months together diftant from his family 
hindered him from many of thofe conde- 
fcending labours in cultivating the minds 
of his children in early life, which to a 
foul fo benevolent, fo wife, and fo zea- 
lous, would undoubtedly have afforded a 
very exquifiie pleafure. The care of his 
worthy xonfort, who well knew that it is 
one of the brighten; pans of a mother's cha- 
racter, and one of ihe mod important views 
in which the fex can be confidered, made 
him the eafier under fuch a circumftance :. 
But \s'h€U he was with them, he failed not 
to inftruft and admeaifli them ;, and the 
condant deep fenfc with which he fpoke 
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ef divine things, and the real unaffefted 
indifferenoe which he always fliewed for 
what this vain world is moft ready to ad- 
mire, were excellent Icffons of daily wif- 
dom, which I hope they will recoUeft Vith 
advantage in every future fcene of life. 
And J have feen fuch hints in his letters 
relating to them, as plainly ftiow with how 
great a weight they lay on his mind, and 
faocw highly he defn-ed above all things 
that they might be the faithful difciples of 
Christ ; and acquainted betimes with 
the unequalled pieafures and bleffings of 
religion. He thought an excefs of deli- 
cacy, and of indulgence, one of ^ the moft 
dangerous faults in education, by which he 
every where (aw great numbers of young 
people undone : Yet he was folicitous to 
guard againft: a feverity which might ter- 
rify or difcourage ; and though he endea- 
voured to take all prudent precautions to 
prevent the comn^iifion of faults, yet, 

.when they had been committed, and there 
feemed to be a fenfe of them, he was al- 
ways ready- to make the moft candid al- 
lowances* for the thouq-htftiiucfs of unri- 

. pened years,' and tenderly to cherifc Vii> 
ry pi;rpofe of a more pt-oper conduft for 
the time to come* 

§ 80. It was eafy to percsiver that the 
openings- of genius in the young branches 
of his family gave him great delight, and 
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mat he had 2 fecret ambition to fee them 
/xcel in what they undertook. Yet he was 
greatly cautious-over his heart, left it (hould 
be too fondly ^attached to them.; and as he 
-was one <>f the moft eminent proficients I 
ever knew in the blefled fcience of rcfig- 
natioii-to the olivine will, ib there was no 
effeft of that refignation which appeared 
to me more admirable than what relate^ 
to the life of his children. An experience, 
ivhich no length of time wiH ever efface * 
out of my memory, has fo fenfibly taught 
jne how difficult it is Yully to fupport the 
Chriftiau charafter here, that I hope my 
reader will pardon me (I am fure at leaft 
the hearts of wounded parents will,) if I 
dwell a little longer upon fo interefting a 
fubjeft, 

§ 81. When he was in Herefordfliirc, 
in the month of July in the year, 1734, 
it pleafed .God to vifit his fittleiirihily with 
the fmall .pox. Five days before the date 
of the ktter I am juft going to mention, he 
had recieved the agreeable news that there 
was a profpeft of the recovery of his fon, 
then under that awful yifitation ; and he 
had been expreffmg his thankfuinefs for it 
in a letter which he had fent away but a 
few %ours before he was informea of his 
death; the furprifeof which, in this con- 
nexion, muft naturally be very great. But 
befcold (f^ys the.reverend and worthy per- 
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fon from whom I received the copy, (his 
'truly filial fubmiflion to the will of his 
heavenly -Father, in the following lines ad- 
drefied to the dear partner, of his affliftion : 
Your refignatibn to the will x>f God un- 
der this difpenfation gives me more jdy 
than^ the death of the child has given me 
forrow. He to be fure is happy ; and we 
Ihall go to him, though he Ihall not re- 
turn tQ us. Oh that we had our latter 

end always in view! We thall fooa 

follow ; and oh! what reafoa have we to 
long for that glorious day, when we fhall 
get quit of this body.of fm and death, un- 
der which we now groan, and which 
renders this life fo wretched ? I defire to 
blefs God that— = — [another of his chil- 
dren] is in fo good a way : But J have 
refigned her. We muft not cl\ufe for 
ourfelyes.; and it is well we muft not, 
for we flaould often make a very bad 
choice. And therefore it is our wifdom, 
as well as our diity, to leave all with a 
gracious God, who hath promifed thdt 
all things fhall work together for good to 
thofe that love him; and he is faithful 
that hath promifed, who will infallibly 
perform it, if our unbelief does nc^ ftand 
in the way.^ 
§ 82. The greateft trial of 'this kind 
that he ever bore was in the removal of 
-his fecond fon, who was one of the moll 
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amiable and promiiing children that has, 
been known. The dear little creature 
was the darling^of all that knew him ; and 
promifed very fair, fo fai* as a child could ^ 
be known by iti doings, to have been a 
great ornament to the family,. and bleffin^ 
to ^ the public. Tlj,e fiiddennefs of the 
ftroke muft lio doubt render it the more 
painful ; for this beloved child was fnatch- 
ed awary by an illnefs which feizcd him 
' but about labours before it carried hiin 
' off. He died in the month of Oftober 
I 1733, at near fix years xdM. Their friends 
I were ready to fear that his affeftionare 
Ijwerits would be almoft "overwhelmed 
fwith fuch a lofs : But the happy father . 
I had fo firm .a' perfuafion, that GoD had- 
I received the dear little one to the felicities 
of the celefiial world; and at the fam^ ' 
[time had fo ftrorig a fenft oF the divine 
f goo4nefs in taking one of his children, 
and that too, one who lay fo near his heart, 
fo early to hirfifelf. that the forrows of na- 
ture \were quite fwaliowed up in the fub- 
i lime joy which thefe confiderations adrai- 
^ niftered. When he reflefted what human 
life is ; how many its fnares and tempta- 
, tions are; and how frequently children, 
who once promifed very well, are infenfi- 
I bly corrupted, and at length undone ; with 
Solomon, he blefifed the dead already dead 
ifiore than the living who were . yet alive, 

±2 
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and felt an unfpeakablc plcafure in look- 
ing after the lovely inftint, as fafely and- 
delightfully lodged in the houfe of its hea- 
venly Father. Yea, he affured' we that 
his heart was ar this time fo entirely taken^ 
itp with thefc views, that he was afraid* 
they who did not thoroughly know him 
jnight fufpeA that he- was deficient in the 
natural affeftions of a parent; while thus 
hornc above the anguifti of" them by- the 
\news which faith adininiftered to him, aad" 
which divine grace fupporrcd in: his foul. 

§ 83. So much did he, on one of the 
mdft trying occafions of life, nranifeft of 
the temper of a glorified fitint ; and to fuch 
happy purpofes did he retain thofc leffonr 
of fubmiiBon to God, and acquiefcence in 
him, which I remember he once inculcated 
fai a letter he wrote to^ a lady of qualfty, 
under the apprehenfion of a breach in her 
family, with which providence feemed to 
threaten her, which I am willing to infert 
here, though a little out of what might 
feem its moft proper place, rather than en- 
tirely to omit it. It \% dated 'froiii'London,^ 
Jtme 16. 1722-, when fpeaking of the dan- 
gerous illnefs of a dear relative, he has 
thefe words, ' When my mmd* runs hi- 
• ther,^ that is, to God, as its refuge and 
ftrong defence, (as the connexion plain- 
ly determines it,) * I think I can bear any 
^ thing, the lofs of all, the loft of health, 
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af relations-, pn Vv'hom I depend, and 
whom I love, all that is dear to me, 
^^ ithout repining or murmuring. When I 
think that Gqx> orders, difppfes, and ma- 
nages all thing§, according to the counfel 
of his own will ;' when I think of the 
extent of his providence, that it reaches 
to the minuteft things ; then, though 
a ufeful friend or dear relative be 
fnatched aw;ay by death, I recall niy-. 
felf, and- check my thoughts with th^ 
confiderations : Is he not God, from 
everlafting, and to everlafting ? And 
has Jie not promifed to be a Goo to me f 
A God in all his attributes, a. God in all 
his perfons, a God in all his creatures 
and providences ? And fliall I dare to fay. 
What fhall I do ? Was not he the infinite 
caufc ^of^alT I met with in the . creatures ?. 
Aiid were not they the finite eifefts of 
his infinite love and kindnefs .^ ' I ' havQ. ' 
daily experienced that theinftrument was, 
and is, what God makes it to be ; and I * 
know that this God hath the hearts of 
all men in his hands,' and the earth is th^ 
Lord's, and the fulnefs thereof. If tftis 
earth: be go6d for me, I ftall have it, for 
my Father hath it all in poffeffion. If fa- 
vour in the eyes of men be;goQd for, me, 
I (hall have it 5 for the fpring of every 
motion in the heart ofnian is in God's 
hand. My dear— feems now .to. b^ 

K3 
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' dying ; but God is all-wife, and every 
*' thing is done by him for the beft. Shall 
' I hold back any thing that is his own when 
' he requires it ? No, Gop forbid! When 

* I confider the excellency of his glorious 
^ attributes, I am fatisfied with all his deal- 

* ings/ I perceive by the mtroduftion, 
and by what follows, that mod, if not all 
of this, is a quotation from fomething >R(rit- 
ten by a lady ; but whether from fome ma- 
nufcript, or a printed bookj whether ex- 
aftly tranfcribed, ,or quoted from memo- 
ry, I cannot determine ; and* therefore \ 
thought to infert it, as the Major (for that 
was the office he bore then,) by this inter- 
weaving it with his letter makes it his own ;. 
and as it feems to exprefs in a very lively 
manner the principles which bore him on, 
to a conduft fo truly great and heroic, in 
circumftances that have overwhelmed many 
an heart that^^Tould have faced danger aud 
death with the greateft intrepidity^ 

§ 84. 1 return now to confider his cha-^ 
rafter in the dcwmeftic relation of a maftcr, 
oa^ which I lha]J[. not enlarge. It is how- 

. eveir proper to remark, that as his habitu- 
al meeknefc, and command of his ^paffionSj 
prevented indecent fallies , of ^ ungoverned 
anger towards thofe in the loweft ftate of 

^bjeftion to him, Cby which fonj^c in high 
life do ftrangely debafe therafetvcs, and 
lofe much of their authority,) fo the Data- 
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ral grcatnefs of his mind made him folici- 
tous to render their inferior ftarions as ea-" 
fy as he could ; and fo much the rather, 
becaufe he confidered all the children of 
Adam as ftanding upon a level before their 
gl"cat Creator, and had alfo a deeper fenfe 
of the dignity and worth of every immortal 
foul, how meanly fbever it might chance to 
be lodged, than moft perfons I have known. 
This engaged him to give his fervants fre- 
quent religious exhortations and inftruftions, 
: as I have been affured by feveral who were 
6 happy as to live with him under that 
charafter. One of the firft letters after he 
entered on his Chriftian courfe expreffes the 
fame difpofition ; in which, with great ten- 
dernefs, he recommends a fervant who was 
in a bad ftate of health, to his mother's 
care, as he was well acquainted with her 
condefcending temper ; mentioning at the 
fame time the endeavours he had ufed to 
promote his preparations for abetter world, 
under an apprehenfion that he woujd not 
continue long in this. And we (hall have 
an affeftiiig inftance of the prevalcncy of 
the fame difpofition ip the clofing fcenc of 
bis life, and indeed in the laft ^vords lie e- 
ver fpoke, wliich expreffed his^ generous 
folicitude forthe fafety of a faithful fervant 
who was then near him. 

§ 85. As it was a few years after liis 
marriage thai: he was promoted to tht: rank 
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of Lieutenant Colonel, in which he continu- 
ecl till he hiid'a recipient of 'his own, I (laatt 
'for the future fpeak of him. by that title; 
and may not perhaps find any more proper 
place, in which to mention what it is' pro- 
per for me to fay of his behaviour and con- 
dufl: jis an officer. I (hall not hiere enlarge 
on his bravery ih the field, though that was 

• very remarkable, as Ihave he^ard from o- 
thers : I fay, from others, for I never heard 
an^y thing of that kind from himfelf, nor 
knew, it till after his death, that he was pre- 
fent at almoft every battle that was fought 
in Flanders, while the illuflrious Duke, of 
Marlborough commanded the allied army- 
there, I have alfo been ^flfu red from fe- 
veral very creditable perfons, fome^fwhom 
were eye-witnefies, that at the Jkirmilli 
with the rebels at Prefton in Laricafliire, 
(thirty year* before that engagment at the 
other Prefton, which deprived us of this 
gallant guardian of his country,) he fig- 
nalized himfelf very particularly : For he 
headed a. little body of men, I think about 
twelve, and fet fire to a barricado of the 

' Rebels, in the face of their whole army, 
while they were pouring in their fhot, by 
which eight of the twelve that attended 
him fell. This was the laft a£lion of the 
kind in which he was engaged, before the 
long peace which cnfued: And whp can 
cxprels how happy it was for him, and in- 
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deed for^hrs country, of which he was e- 
ver fo generous, and rn his; later years fo 
important a friend, that he did not fall 
then, when the profanenefs which ming- 
led itfelf with his martial rage feemed to 
rend the heavens, and fhocked fome other 
military gentlemen, who were not them- 
felves remarkable for their caution in this 
refpeft. 

§ 86, But I infift not on things of this 
nature, which the frue greatncfs of his 
foul would hardly ^ver permit him to men- 
ton, unlefs when it tended to illuftrate 
the divine care over him in thefe extremi- 
ties of danger, and the grace of God in 
calling htm from fo abandoned a ftate. It* 
isr well known, that the eharafter of an offi- 
cer is not only to be approved in the day- 
of combat; Colonel Gardiner was truly- 
fenfible that every day brought its duties 
along with it ; and he was conftantly care- 
ful, that no^pretence of amufement, friend- 
fiiip, or even devotion itfelf, might prevent 
their being difcharged in their feafon. 

§ 87. I doubt not but the noble per- 
fdns, in whofe regiment he was Lieuten- 
ant Colonel, will always be ready to bear 
an honourable and grateful teftimouy of 
his examplary diligence and fideliry in 
all that related to ^ the care of the troops 
over which he was-fet, whether with re- 
^d to the men or the horfes. He kneWj^ 
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that it is incumbent on thofe who have the 
honour of prefiding over others, whether 
jn civil, ccclefiaflical, or military oiEces, 
not to content themfelves with doing 
only -fo much as may preferve them 
from the reproach of grols and vifible n'e- 
gleft, but ferioufly to confider how much 
they can poffibly do, without' going out of 
their proper fphere, to ferve the public, by 
the due infpeffion of thofe committed to 
their care* llie duties of the clofet,, anA 
of the fanftuary, were fo adjufted, as not ta 
interfere with thofe of the parade, or any ^ 
other place where the welfare of the regi-- 
ment called him. On the other hand, he 
\yas folicitoiis not to fuffer thefe things to 
interfere with religion ; ^ due attendance to 
which he apprehended to be the fureft me- 
thod of attaining all defir able fuccefs. ia 
every other intercfl and concSn in life. 
He therefore abhorred every thing that 
fliould look like a contrivance to keep his 
foldi^rs employed about their horfcs and 
their arms at the feafens of public worfliip ; 
(an indecency, which I wifh there were no 
H room to mention :) Far from that, he 
B yfcd to have them drawn up juft before it 
K "began^ and from the parade thfey went oft 
T to the houfe of God, He underftood the 
1 rij^his of confcience too well to impofe 
I \\\^ own particular profeiTion in religion on 
^BpiUcrs, or ta- ufc thofe who differed from 
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hitn in the choice of its modes, the lefs 
kindly or refpeAfully on that accounts. 
But as mofl: of his own company, and ma- 
ny of the reft, chofe (when in iEngland,) 
to attend him to the diffenting chapel, he 
ufcd to march them thither in due time, fp 
as to be there before the worfhip began. 
And I muft do them juftice to fay, that 
fo far as I could ever difcern, when I have 
feen them in large numbers before me, 
they have behaved with as much reverence, 
gravity, and decorum, during- the time of 
divine fetvice, as any of their fellow-Wor- 
fliippers. 

§ 88.« That his remarkable care to 
jnaintain good difcipline among them 
(of which we ftiall afterwards fpeak,) 
might be the more effeftual, he made 
himfelf on all proper occafions acceffible 
.to them, and exprelTed a great concern for 
their iriterefts, which being fo genuine imd 
fiiicere, naturally difcovered itfeif in li va- 
riety of inftances. I remember I had 
once occafion to vilit one of his drai^^oons^ 
in his laft illnefs at Harborough, and 
found^the man upon the borders of eter-^ 
nity ; ^ circumftance, which as he appre^ 
hended in himfelf, muft add fome peculiar 1 
weight and credibility to his difcourfe. 
And he then told me, in his Colonel's al 
fence, that he queftioned n6t but he fhould^ 
have everlaftlbg reafpn to blefs Goo oa" 
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Colonel .Gardiner's account, for he had 
been a father to him in all His interefts 
both temporal and fplritual. He adSed, 
that he had vifited him almoft every daj 
during his illnefs, with religious advice 
and inftruflion, as well as taken care thai 
he Should v^ant nothing that might conduce 
to the recovery of his health. And he 
did not fpeak of this, .as the refult of any 
|)articular attachment to him, but as the 
manner in which he was accuftomed to 
treat thofe under his command. It is no 
wonder that this engaged their affeftion 
to a very great degree. And I doubt not, 
that if he had fought the fatal battle of 
Prefton-pans at the head bf th'iit gallant 
regiment, of which he had the care for fo 
inany years, and which is allowed by moll 
unexceptionable judges to be one of the . 
fineft in the Britifli fervice^ and confe- 
quently in the world, he had been fupponed 
in a much different manner, and had found . 
a much greater number, who would have 
rejoiced in an opportunity of making their 
own breafts a barrier in the defence of 
his. .^ 

§ 89. It could not but greatly endear 
him to his foldiers, that fo far as prefer- 
inents lay in his power, or were under his 
influence, they were diftributed according 
to merit : which he knew to be as much 
. the diftate^ of prudence as of equity. I 
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£nd by one of his letters before me, da- 
ted but a few months after his happy 
change, that he was folicitcd to improve 
his iiitercft with the Earl of Stair, in fa- < 
voiir of one whom he judged a very wor- 
thy perfon; and that it had been fuggeflied 
by another who recommended him, that 
if he fucceeded he might expeft fome hand- 
fome acknowledgment. But he anfwers 
Wiih fome degree of indignation, ' Do 
I** you imagine 1 am to be bribed to doju- 
*ftice?* For fuch it feems he efteemed it 
to confer the favour which was alked from 
lim on one fo deferving. Nothing can 
more elTe^ually. tend to humble the cne- 
mjes of a State, than that fuch maxims 
Ihouid univerfally prevail in it-: And if 
' ey do not prevail, the worthieft men ia 

array 6r fleet may be funk under repeat* 

cJ dtfcouragements, and the bafeft exaked, 

to the infamy of the public, and perh;ips to 

'es ruin. 

■§ 90. In the midft of all the gcntknefs 

ich Colonel Gardiner exercifed towards 
his foldiers, he made it very apparent, 
:hathe knew how to reconcile the tender- 
ds of a real, faithful, and condefcending 
friend, with the authority of a commander. 
Perhaps hardly any thing- conduced more 
generally to the maintaining of this authc- 
my, than the ftrift decorum and good man« 
4Vs with which he treated even the prU 
L 
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vate gentlemen of bis regiment; which 
has always a great; efficacy towards iceep- 
ing inferiors at a proper diftance, and for- 
bids, -in. the leaft oifenfive manner, fami- 
liarities, which degrade the fuperior, and 
enervate his influence. The calmnefs and 
fteadinefs of his behaviour on all occafions 
did alfo greatly tend to the fame purpofe, 
He knew how mean a man looks jn the 
tranfports of pallion, and would not ufe fo 
much freedom with many' of \\\% men as 
xo fall into fuch tranfports before them; 
well knowing, that perfons in the lowed 
rank of life are aware how unfit they arc 
to govern others who caMfbt go|[erji them- 
felves. He was alfo ,f0^nfible how necef- 
fary it is in all who prefide over others, 
a^id efpecially in' military officers, to check 
irregularities when they firft begin to ap- 
pear : And that he might be able to' do it, 
be kept a ftrift infpeftipn over his foldiersj 
in which view it was obferved, that as he 
generally chofe to relide ^mong them as 
much as he could, (though in circumftan- 
ccs which fometimes occafioned him to de- 
ny himfelf in fome ' interefts which were 
Vicry dear to him), fo when they were a- 
round him he fcldom ftaid long in a place, 
,but was frequently. \yalking tije ftreets, and 
looking into their quarters and ftables, as 
\vell as reviewing and cxercifing them him- 
felf. It has often been obferved, that the 
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fegiment of which he was fo many years 
Lieutenant Colonel, was one of the molt 
regular and orderly regiments in the public 
fervice ; fo that perhaps none of our dra- 
goons' were more welcome than they to the 
towns where their charafter was known. 
Yet no fuch bodies of men are fo blame- 
Icfs in their conduft, biit fomething will be 
found, efpecially among fuch confiderable 
numbers, worthy of cenfure, and fome- 
tijmes of punifliment. This Colonel Gar-' 
diner knew how to infiift with a becoming 
refolurion, and with all the feverity which 
.he judged necefTary : A feverity the more 
iwtul and impnsfljng, as it was always at- 
tended With meeknefs ; for he well knew, 
that when things are done in a pafiion, it 
feems only an accidental circumftance that 
they are a<rts of juftice, and that fuch inde- 
cencies greatly obftruft the ends of punifli-* 
ment, both as it relates to reforming offen- 
ders, and to deterring others from an imita- 
tion of their faults. 

§ 91. One iYiftance of his conduft, which 
happened at Leiccftcr, and was related by 
the perfoti chiefly concerned, to a worthy 
friend from whom I had it, I cannot for- 
bear inferting. While part of the regi- 
iBent was encamped in the neighbourhood 
of that place, the Colonel went incognito 
to the clmp in the m.iddle of the night ; for* 
hjc fometimes<lodged at his quarters in 'the 
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town. One of the cenrinels- then on- duty 
had abandoned his pod, and on 'being fei- 
2ed, broke out into fome oaths.and. profane 
exocraiions againft thofe that diftrovered 
him, a crime of which the Colonel had the 
great<?ft abhorrence, and on which he ne- 
ver failed to animadvert. The man after- 
wards appeared much afhamed and concern- 
ed for what he had done. But the Colo- 
nel ordered him to be brought early next- 
morning to his own quarters,, where he 
* had prepared a piquet, on which he appoint^ 
ed- him a private fort of penance j and 
while he was put upon it, he difcourfe^ 
with him ferioufly and tenderly upon the 
evils jmd aggravations of liis faijjt^ adrao- 
nifhed him of the divine difpleafure which^ 
he had incurred, and urged him to argue 
from the pain which he then felt, how in- 
finitely more dreadful- it muft be to fall inra 
the hands of the Living God, and^ indeed 
to meet the terrors of that damnation which, 
he had been accuftomed impioufly to call? 
for on himfelf and his companions. The 
refult of this proceeding was, th*at the of- 
fender accepted his punifliment, not only 
with fubmiffion* but with thankfulnefs. He^ 
went away with a more cordial affeftion 
for his Colonel thau he ever bad before; 
and fpoke of it fome years after to my 
friend, in fuch a manner that there feem- 
ed reafon to 'hope it had be^n inllrumen- 
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tal in producing not only a change in his 
life but in his heart. 

§ 92. There cannot, I think, be a more 
proper place ^for mentioning the ^great re- 
verence this excellent officer always expref- 
fed for the name of the blefled God, and 
the zeal with which he endeavoured to fup- . 
prefs, and if poffible to extirpate, that de- 
teftable fin of fwearing and curfmgj whiqh 
is every where fo common, and efpecially 
among our military men. He often dc-^ 
dared his fentiments with refpeft to this 
enormity, at the head of his regiment ; arid 
urged his captains and their fubalterns to 
take the greateft care that they did not 
give the fanftion of their example to that 
which by their office they were obliged to 
punifli in others. And indeed this zeal on 
thefe occafions wrought in a vciy Littive, 
and fometimes in a very remarkably fuccefs- 
ful manner, not only among his equals, biU 
I fometimes among his fuperiors too. An 
i inftance of this in Flanders Ifllall have an 
j opportunity hereafter to produce \ at prtfent 
I I {hall only mention his conduft in ScotLind 
' a little before his death, as I have it from a 
very valuable young minifter of that couiHry, 
oh wh<3fe teftimonyl can thoroughly depend; 
and I wifti it may excite many to imitation^ 

§ 93. The commanding officer of ihe^ 
king's forces then about Edinburp^hj uitK 
the otheir Colonels, and feverd other gentle- 

L3 
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men of rank in their refpeftive regiments, 
favoured him with their company at Bank- 
ton, and took a dinner with him. He too 
. Well forefaw what might happen amidft 
fuch a- variety of tempers and characters ; 
and fearing left his confcience might have 
been enfnared by a finfui filence, or that on 
;. the other hand he might feeip to pafs the 
I,.; bounds of decency, and infringe upon the 
laws of hofpitality, by animadverting on 
\ guefts fo juftly entitled to his regard, he 
liappily determined on iKe following me- 
thod of avoiding each of thcfe difficulties. 
As foon as they were come together, he ad- 
^K- drefftd them with a great deal of refpeft, 
Pf-, : ;^ yet at the fame time with a very frank 
..^.%id determined air; and told them, that 
jie had the honour] in that diftrift to be a 
V luftice of the peace, and confequently that 
f lie was fworn to put the laws in execution, 
and, amongft the reft, thofe againft fwear-, 
ing : That he could not execute them up- 
on others with any confidence, or by.any 
means approve of himfelf as a man of impar- 
tiality and integrity to his own heart, if he 
Offered them to be broken in his prefence 
perfons of any rank whatfoever ; and 
,t therefore he intreated all the gentlemen 
,0 then honoured him with their company, 
t they would pJeafe to be upon their 
ard ; and that if any oath or curfe fliould 
cfcapc them, hfe hoped they would coufidcr 
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his legal ajiimadverfion upon it, as a. regard 
to the duties of his office and the diftatcs 
of his coufciencc, and -not as owing to any 
want of deference to them. The command- ^ 
iag officer immediately fupported him in this 
declaration, as entirely becoming the fta-- 
tion in which he was j affuring him, that 
he would be ready to pay the penalty, if he- 
inadvertently tranfgreffed ; and when Colo-, 
nel Gardiner on any occafion ftepped out 
of the room, he himfelf undertook to be the 
guardian of the law in his abfeilce ; and 
as one of the inferior officers oflFended du- 
ring this time, he informed the Colonel, fo 
that the fine was exafted, and giv^en to the 
j)por*, with the univerfal approbation of 
the company. I'hc ftory fpread in the 
neighbourhood, and w^as perhaps applauded 
highly by many, who wanted the courage 
to go and do likeXvife. But it may be faid 
of the worthy perfon of whom I write, with 
the utmofl; propriety, that he feared the 
face of Tio man living where the honour of 
GoDi was concerned. In all fuch cafes he 

* It is obf«rvable, that the money wliich was for- 
feited on this account by his own officers, whom he ne* \ 
ver fpared, or by any others of his foldiers, who ra- ...i 
iher chofe to pay than to fubmit to corporal punifli- ^|.^ 
nient, was by the Colonel's order laid by in a bapk, '^ 
till fomeofthe private men fell fick ; and then it was 
laid out in providing them with proper help and ac- 
commodations in their diftrefs. 
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might be juftly faid in fcripture-phrafe to 
fet his face Hke a fliut ; and I affurcdly be- 
heve, that had he been in the prefence of a 
Sovereign Prince, who had been guilty of 
this fauh, his looks at leaft would have tet 
tified his grief and furprife, if he had ap- 
prehended it unfit to have borne his tefti- 
mony any other way. '• 

§ 94. Lord Cadpgan's regiment of dra-" 
goons, during the years I have mentioned,- 
while he was Lieutenant Colonel of it, was 
quartered in a great variety of pEces, both', 
in England and ;3cotland, from many; of 
which I have letters before me ; particu- ' 

• larly, from Hamilton, Ayr, Carlifle, Here- 
ford, Maidenhead, Leicefter, Warwick, 
Coventry, Stamford, Harborough, Nor- 
thampton, and feveral other places, efpe- 

f cially in our inland parts. The natuxal 
confequcnce was, that the Colonel, whofe 
character was on many accounts fo very 
remarkable, hjid a very extenfive acquain- 
tance : And I believe I may certainly fay, 
that wherever he was known by perfons 
of wifdom and worth, he was proportion- 
aY)ly refpefted, and left behind him traces 
of unaffefted devotion, humility^ benevo- 
lence, and zeal for the fupport and ad- 
vancement of religion and virtue. 

§ 95. The equable tenor of his mind 
in thefe refpefts is illuftrated by his let- 
ters from feveral of thefe places j and tho* 
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it is but comparatiYely a fmall number e£ 
them which I hav€ now in my hands, yet 
tlicy will afford feme valuable extrafts ; 
which I fliall therefore here lay before my 
Rcadtr, that he may the better judge as to 
his real eharaftcr, 5n particulars of which 
r have abeady difccurfcd, or which may here- 
after occur. 

§ 96. In a letter to his lady, dated from 
Garlille, Nov. 19th. 1733, when he was on 
his journey to Herefordfhirc, he breathes 
out his grateful chearfulfoul in thefe words: 
" I blefs Gqd I was never better in my 
" lifetime;- and \ wifli I could be fo hap- 
" py as to hear the fame of youj or la- 
^* ther, (in other words,) to hear that 
" you had obtained an entire truft in God- 
" That would infallibly keepycu in petfeft 
" peace; for the ""God of truth haih pro- 
" mifcd it. Oh, how ought we to be 
** longing to be with Chrift, ^vhich is in- 
** finitely better than any thing we can pro- 
'* pofc here ! To be there ^ where e11 
*' complaints fhall be for ever baiiifliedf 
'^ where no mountains fliall feparate bc- 
'* tween God and our fouls- : And 1 hope 
" it will be forae addition to our hap 
" nefs, that you and I fliall be feparu. 
'\no more; but that as we have jojired 
*' Cnging the praffes of our glorious 1^ 
** decmer here, we fliall fing them in 
'\much higher key thro' an cndkfs eter 
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** nity. Oh Eternity ! eternity ! What a 
*•' wonderful thought is eternity!*' 

§ 97. From Leicefter, Auguft 6th 1739^ 
he writes thus to his lady: '• Yefterday t 
" was at the Lord*s table, wh^re you and 
" the children were not forgotten : But 
*^ how wonderfully was I affifled when 1 
*' came home to plead for you all with 
*' many tears !'* And then, fpeaking of fome 
hitimate friends, who were impatient (as 
I fuppofe by the conneftion^) for his re* 
turn to them, he takes occafion^ to obferve 
the neceifity " of endeavouring to compofe 
*^ our minds, and to fay with the Pfalmift, 
*^ My foul, wait thoir only upon God/* 
Afterwards, fpeakingof one of his childrien, 
of whom he heard that he made a com- 
jnendi\ble progrefs in learning, he expreffes 
his fatisfaftion in it, and adds, " But how 
** much greater joy would it give me to 
" hear that he was greatly advanced iri the 
*' fchool of Chrift ! Oh that our children 
"' may be but wife to falvation ; and may 
** groY/ in j>race as they do in flature V\ 

§ 98-TbLfc letters, which to fo 'fami- 
liar a fticiid evidently lay open the heart, 
and fhew the ideas and affcftions which 
were lodgt d deepeft there, are fometimes 
r^ken up with an ac-count of fermons he had 
attctidcd, and the imprcfBon they had made 
upofl \m mind. I fliall mention one only, 
ms a fpecimt^n of many more, which was 
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dated from a placecalled Cohorn, April 1 5th. 

* We had here a minifter from Wales, .who 
^ gave us . two excellent difcourfes on the 

* love of Chriftto lis, as an argument to en* 
' gage our love to him. ; And indeed, next 

* to the greatnefs of his love to us, me- 

* thinks there is^ nothing fo aftoniftiing as 
\ the coldnefs of our love to hinf. Oh that 
' he would flied abroad his love upon our 

* hearts by his Holy Spirit, that ours might 
' be kindled into a flame ! May God en- 

* able you. to truft in him, and then you 
^ will be kept in perfeft peace-!' ' 

§ 99. We have met with riiany trjices 
^of that habitual gratitude to the bleffed 
God, as his heavenly Father and conftant 
friend, which made his life probably one 
of the happieil that ever was fpent on 
earth. I cannot omit one iiiorc, wliicli ap- 
pears to me the more worthy of notice, 
as 'being a Ihort turn in as hally a letter as 
any L remember to .have feen of his, which 
he wrote from Leicefter in June 1739* 
' lam now under the decptd fcnfe of the 

* msmy favours the Almighty hail befiow- 

* ed upon me : Surely you wiH help tile 

' to celebrate the praifes of our g-^^S'^-'^^ 
/ God and kind Benefaftor.' Th 
herance of garateful affeftiot^^ which> "W- 
it was almoll every hour pouring jtl 
iorth before God in the moft genuine an< 
cmphatical language^ felt itfclf Iliil as 
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were ftraitened for want of a fuflfccient vent, 
and therefore called on others to help him 
with their concurrent praifes, appears to 
me the mod glorious and happy ftatc in 
which a human foul can find itfelf on this 
fide heaven. 

§ 100. Such was the temper which this 
• excellent man appears to have carried d,- 
long with him through fuch a variety of 
places and circumftances ; and the whole ftf 
his deportment wasfuitable to thefeimpref 
fions. Strangers were agreeably ftruck 
with his firfl: appearance, there was fo 
much of tkc Chriflian, the well-bred man, 
and the univerfal friend in it ; and as they 
came more intimately to know liim, they 
difcovered more and more the uniformity 
and confiftency of his whole temper and 
behaviour ; fo that whether he made on- 
ly a vifit for a few days to any place, of 
coiirinued rhere for many weeks or months^ 
he was always beloved and efteemed, and 
fpokcn of with that honourable teftimony 
from per foils of the mod different deno- 
minations and parties, which nothing but 
Ijpie Sterling worth, (if I may be allowed 
the expreflion,) and t^at in an eminent dc* 
grce, can fecure. 

§ joi- Of chejuftice of this teftimony^ 
which 1 had fo often heard from a variety 
of perfons, I myfelf began to be a wit- 
wk about the time when the laft- mention- 
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ed letter ^s , dated. In this view I be- 
lieve -I Ihall never forget that happy day, 
June 13th 17^9, v/hen I firft met him at 
Leiceftgn I remember, 1 happened that 
day to preach a l^fture from Pfalm cxix. 
158. I beheld the tranfgreffors, and was 
grieved, bec^aufe they kept not thy law, I 
was large in defcribing that mixture of in- 
dignation and grief, (ftrongly exprefled by 
th^ original word therfc,) with which the 
good*raan looks on the daring trarifgreffors 
of the divine law, and in tracing, the cau- 
fes of that grief, as arifing from a regard 
to the divine honour, and the intereft of a 
Redeemer, and, a compaflionate concern 
for the mifery fuch offenders bring on 
themfelves, and for the 'mifchief they do 
to the world about ihcm. I little thought 
how cxaftly I Was drav/ing Colonel Gardi- 
ner's charafter under each of thofc heads ; 
and I have often refleftcd upon.it as a hap- 
py providence, Avhich opened a much fpeed- 
ier way than I could have expc«5led, to the 
breafl: of one of the moft amiable and ufc- 
ful friends which I ever expeft to find up- 
on earth. We afterwards fung a hymn, 
which brought over again fome of the 
leading thoughts in the feriDon, «md ftruck 
him fo ftrongly, that on. obtaining a copy ^ 
of it, he committed it to his memory, and' 
nfed to repeat, it with fo forcfble an accent, 
as Ihewtd how mucli every line exrjrelled 
M 



134 Remarkable Pajfages in the 

of his very foul. In this vie^ the reader 
will pardon, my inferting it ; efpecially, as 
I know not when I may get^ime to publifli 
a volume of thefe ferious, tho* artkfs com- 
pofures, which I fent him in tnanufcript 
fome years ago, and to which I have fincc 
made very large additions : 



Arife, my tend'reft thoughts, arife. 
To torrents melt my ftreamilig ey<;s ! 
And thou my heart, with anguiih ifeel 
Thofe evils which thou canft not heal \ 

II. 

See human nature funk in (hame ! 
See fcandals pour'd on Jeius's pame ! 
The Father wounded thro' the Son ! 
The world abu$*d| the foul undone ! 

HI. 

See the fhort courfe of vain delight 
Clofmg in everlafting night ! 
In fiames that no abatement knoWj 
The briny tears for ever flow. 

IV. 

My (Sod I feel (he moumtul fc^ne ; 
My bowels yearn o'er dying men : 
And fain any pity would reclaim. 
And fnatch the fire-brands from the flame. 
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\%^- v.' ' ' 

But fe$:Me roy.toinpaffion proves. 
And cafe but weep where moft it loves ; 
Thine own all faving arm employ. 
And turn tjicfc drops of grief to joy ! 

§ ioi2. iThe Colonel immediately after 
the conclufion of the fervice, met me in 
the veftry, and embraced me in the- mofl 
obliging and affeftionate manner, as if there 
had been a long friendfliip between us ; 
affured me, that he had for fomc years been 
iptimatcly acquainted with my writings ; 
and defired that we' might concert mea* 
fares for fpcnding fome hours together 
before I left the town. I was fo happy 
as to be able to fecjjre an opportunity of 
doing it ; and I muft leave it upon fecord, 
th^t I cannot recoUeft I was even equally 
edified by any converfation I remember to 
have enjoyed. We paffed that evening 
and the next morning together ; and it is 
impoflibic for me to defcribe the impreffion 
which the interview left upon my heart. 
I rode alone all the remainder of the day ; 
and it was my unfpeakable happinefs that 
I was alone, fmce I could be no longer with 
him ; for I can hardly conceive what other 
company would not then have been an in- 
cumbrance. The views which be gave 
nie even then, (for he began to repofe a' 
M2 . 



1^6 Remarkable Taffages in the 

mofl obliging confidence in me, though he 
concealed fome of the mofl extraordinary 
circumftances of the method?.by which he 
had been recovered to God and happinefs^) 
with thofe cordial fcntinients of evangeli- 
cal piety and extenfive goodnefs,' which he 
poured cut into iny bofom with fo endca- 
rirf^ a freedom, fired my very foul ; and 
I hoped may truly fay, (what I w^iili and 
pray many c?f my readers may alfo adopt 
for themfelves,) that I glorified God ia 
him. Our epifVohiry corrcfpondence im- 
mediately commenced upon • my return; 
;uKi though, through., the multiplicity of 
bufmeft on both fides, it fuifered many in- 
tcrruptions, it was in fome degree, the blef- 
fing of all the following years of my life, 
till he fell by thofe unreafonable and wic- 
ked men, who' had it in their hearts with 
him to have dedroyed all pur glory, de- 
fence, and happinefs. 

§ 103. The firft letter I received from 
hijn waa fo remarkable, that fome perfons 
of eminent piety, to whom I communica- 
ted it, would not be content without .copy- 
inor it out, or making: fome extracts from it. 
I perfuadc myfelf, that miy* devout reader 
will not be difpleafed that I infert the 
greateft part of it here ; tfpecially as it 
ferves to' ijluftrate . the aflFeftionate fenfe 
v/hich he had of the divine goodnefs in his. 
fonverfion, though more than twenty years • 



Life 2/* Colonel G af^dine r-. xzi 

had paffed fiticcthat memorable event hap- 
pened. Having mentioned my ever dear 
and honoured friend, Dr Ifa^c Watts, on an 
occafion which I hinted at above, (§ 79.^ 
he adds, * I have been in pain thefe feve- 

* ral years, left that excellent perfon, that 

* fwcet finger in our Ifrael, fliould have 

* been called to heiven before \ had an 

* opportunity of letting him know how 
^ much his works have been blefled: ta> 

* me, and of courfe of .returning bim> my 

* hearty thanks : For jhough it was ow- 

* ing to the operation^ of the bleffed Spi- 

* rit that any thing works effefiually up- 

* on our hearts, yet if we are not thank- 

* ful to the mftrument which God is plea* 
' fed to make ufe of, whom we do fee, 

* * how (haliwe be thankful to the Almighty 
' whom we have not feen ? 1 defirc to blefs 

* God for the goodnews of his recovery^ 

* and intreat you to tell him, that although. 
^ I cannot keep p?tce with hina here, in 

* celebrating the high praifes of our glo- 
' rious Redeemer, which is the greateft. 

* grief of ray heart ; yet \ am perfuaded, 
^ that when I join tfhe glorious company 

* above, where there will be no draw- 
J backs, none . viil outfing me there ; be- 

* caufc I iball not €nd ^ny that will be 
^ more indebted to the wonderful ricW of: 

* divine grace than I. , ^ 

M3: 
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* Give me a place at Oiy faints feet, 
'^ * Or foiiic fall'n angels vacant feat j 

* ril drive to fmg as loud as they,. 

* Who fit -above in brighter day. 

* I know it is namral for every one who 
^ has felt the almighty power, which raifed 
'our glorious Redeemer from- the' grave, 
' to believe his cafe Angular : But I have 

* made every one in this refpeft fubmit as 
* ' foon as he has heard my ftory. And if 

^ you fcemcd fo furprifed at the account 
! * which I gave you, what will you be whca 

' you hear it all ? 

\. * Oh if I had an anp;el's voice, 

* And. could be heard from pole to pole^ ' 
i * I would to all the lift'ning world 

I * ProcUim thy goodnefs to my foul.* 

He then concludes, after fome expreffions 
of endearment ("which with whatever plca- 
fure 1 review them, I mud not here in- 
ifert ; ' If ^o^ knew what a natural aver- 
^ fion I have ta writing, you would be 
' aftonilhed at the length of this letter, 
^ * which is, I believe, the'^longefl: I *eva* 

* wrote. But my heart warms when I 
^ write to you, which makes ' my pen 

-' * move the eafier. I hope it will pleafe 

t * our gracious God long ca preferve you, 

y * a bldlcd inftrumerit in his hand of do- 

^ ^ ing great good iu the church of Christ > 
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* and that you may always enjoy a thriv- 

* ing foul in a healthy body, fliall' be the 

* continual prayer of, &c/ 

§ 104. As our intimacy grew, our mu- 
tual affeftion increafed ; and ' my .deared 
' friend/ wa$ the form of the addrefs with 
which moft of his epiftles of the lail years 
were begun and ended. Many of them 
are filled up with his fentiments of thofe 
writings which I publiflied during thefe 
years, wHich he read with great attention, 
and of which he fpeaks in terms which it 
becomes me to fupprefs, and to impute in 
a coniiderable degree to the kind prejudices^ 
of fo endeared a friendfliip. He gives me 
repeated aflurances, ' That he was daily 

* mindful of me in his prayers ;* a cir^ 
cumftance which I cannot recolleft witli-^ 
out the greateft thankfulnefs ; the lofs of 
which I fliould more deeply lament, did I 
not hope that the happy effeft of thefe ^ 
prayers might ftill continue^ and might. run 
into all my reuiaining days. 

§ 105. It might be a pl'eafure to me 
to malce feveral extrafts from many others 
of his letters : But it is a pleafure which I 
eu;^Jit to fupprefs, and rather to refieft' with 
unfeigned humility how unworthy I was 
of fuch regardsTrom fuch a pcrfon, and of 
that divine goodnefs which gave me fuch 
a friend* in him..- I fliall therefore only 
2.d'J: two general remarks, which. oiFet 
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themfelves from feveral of his Icttcru 
The one is, that there is in fomc of them, 
as our freedom incrcafed, an agreeable 
vein of humour and pleafantry; which 
ihews how eafy religion fat upon him, and 
how far he was from placing any part oC 
it in a gloomy melancholy, or ftiff forma- 
lity. The other is, that he frequently re- 
fers to domeftic circumftances, fuch as the 
illnefe or recovery of my children, &c» 
which I am furprifcd how a man pf his ex- 
tenfive and important bufinefs could fo di- 
ftiriftly bear upon his mind. But his me- 
mory was good, and his heart was yf t bet^. 
ter ; and his friendfliip was fuch, that no- 
thing which fenfibly affeftcd the heart of 
one whom he honoured with it, left his owa 
tut nightly touched, I have all imagi- 
nable reafon to believe, that in many inftan- 
ces his prayers were not only o^Fcred for 
us in general* terms, but varied as our par- 
ticular fituation required. - Many quota- 
tions might verify this ; but I decline troui- 
bling the reader with an' enumeration of 
paffages, in which it wa^ only the abun* 
4ance of friendly fympathy, that gave this 
truly grc^t, as well as good man, fo cordiali 
a conccrh. * 

§ ^^^* After this correfpondcnce, car- 
ried on for the fpace of about thf ije years,, 
and Tome interviews which we hiad enjoy- 
ed at difihrcxit places, he came to fgcnA 
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fonie time \vith us at Nonfcmptori, and 
brought with him his lady and his two c!- 
deft children. I hiid here an opportunity 
of taking a much nearer view of his cha* 
rafter, and furvcying it irt a much greater 
variety of liglits than J)cfare ; and my e'- 
lleem for him increafed in proportion to 
thefe opportunities. '.What I have wrote 
above, with reipeft to his condnft in-rela- 
live Kfe, was in a great mcaftire drawn 
from what I now fay : And I ihall men- 
tion here fome ether points in his behavi- 
<)ur, W'hich particularly* flruck my mind j 
and likewife fliall touch on his kntiments 
on fomie topics of importance, which he 
freely * communicated to me, and itvhich I 
remarked on account of that wifdora and 
propriety Avhich I apprehended in them. 

§ 107. There was nothing more open- 
ly obfervablc in Colonel Gardiner, than the 
exemplary gravity, compofurc, and reve- 
rence, with which he attended public wor- 
fljip. Copious as he was in his fccret de- 
votions befor,e he engaged in it, he always, 
began them fo early, as not to be retard- 
ed by them, when he fhculd n fort- to the 
houfe of God. He, and all his foldicrs 
who chofe to worfliip w ith him, were ge- 
nerally there (as L have already hinted,) 
before^he fervicc began, that the entrance, 
of fo many of them a.t once might not di- 
ilurb the congregation already engaged- ia= 
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devotion^ 5ind that there might be the bet- 
ter opportunity for bringing the rnin4 to a 
becoming attention, and. preparing it for 
conyerfe with the -Divine Being. While 
afts of worftiip were going on, whether 
of prayer or fmging, he always ftood up-,, 
and whatever regard he might have for per- 
fons who paffed by him at that time^ though 
it were to come into the fame pew, he ne- 
ver paid any compliment to them : And of- 
ten has he expreffed his wonder at the in-^ 
decorum of breaking off our addrefe to 
Gop, to bow to a fellow-creature ; whicl^. 
he thought a much greater indecency, than 
it would be, on a little occafion and circum- 
ftance, to interrupt an addrcfs to our prince^ 
Puring the time of preaching, his eye wa? 
commonly fixed upon the minifter, though 
fometimcs turned round upon the auditory, 
where, if he obfervcd any to trifle, it filled 
him with Juft indignation.^ And I have 
known inuances, in which, upon making 
the remark, he has communicated it to fome 
friend of the perfons who were guilty of 
it, that proper applications might be jnade 
to prevent it for the time to come. 

§ 1 08. A more devout commuoicant at 
the table of the Lord has perhaps feldom 
been any where known. Often have I had 
the pleafure to fee that manly countenance 
feftened to all the marks of humiliation and 
pontrition on this occafion \ and to difcem, 
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in fpitc of all his efforts to concal them^ 
ftreams of tears flowing down from his eyes, 
while he has been direfting them to^hofe 
memorials of his Redeemer's love. And 
fomc who have converfed intimately with 
him after he came from that ordfaance, 
have obferved a vifible abftraftion from 
farrounding objefts J by which there feem- 
cd reaibn to imagine that his foul was 
wrapped mp in holy contemplation. And 
I particularly remember, that whea we had 
ence fpcnt great part of the following Mon- 
clay in riding together, he made aB apology 
to me for being fo abfent as he feemed, by 
telling me ' that his heart \c^as flown up- 

* wards, before he was aware, to Him 

* whom having not feen he loved* ; and 

* that he was rgoicing in him with fuch un- 
' fpeakable joy, that he could not hold it 

* down 16 creature-converfe.* 

§ 109. In all the offices of friendftiiphc 
Was remarkably ready, atid had a mod 
fweet and eugaging n:aainer of performing 
them, which greatly heightened the obliga- 
tions he conferred. He feemed not to fet 
any high value upon any benefit he be- 
llowed ; but did it without the leaft parade^ 
as a thing which in thofe circuraftances 
came of courfe, where he had profeflfcd love 

* N. B. This ailttded to the fubjea of the fermqi 
tile daj before^ which was j Pet. i. tt. 
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iind refpeft ; whicli. he was not over-for- 
ward to do, though he treated flrangers, 
and thofe who were moll his inferiors, 
very courteoufly, and alwaj^s feemed, be- 
catife he in truth always was glad of any op- 
portunity of doing them good. 

§ II 6, He was particularly zealous in 
'vindicating the reputation of Jiis friends in 
their abfence : And though I cannot recof- 
Jeftthat'I had ever an opportunity ofob- 
ferving this immediately, as I don^t know 
that I ever was prefent with hini when any 
ill was fpoken of others at all; yet by what 
1 have heard him fay, with relation to. at- 
tempts to injure the character of worthy and 
nfeful nien, I have reafon to believe, that 
no man Hving was more fcnfible of the bafe- 
nefs and infamy,- as well as the cruelty, of 
fuch a conduft. He knew, and defpifed 
the low principles of refentment for unrea- 
fonable expeftations difappointed,- of per- 
fonal attachment to men of fome croffing 
interefts of envy, and of party-zeal, from 
whence fuch a conduft often proceeds ; and 
was particularly offended, when he found 
it (as he frequently did,) in perfops that 
fet up for the greateft patrons of liberty, vir- 
tue, and can4oun He looked upon the 
murtherers of reputation and ufefulnefs as 
fome of the vilefl: pefts of focicty : and 
plainly fliewed, on every proper occalion, 
that he thought it fiie part of a generous, ' 
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benevolent, and courageous man, to exert 
himfelf in tracing and hunting down the 
flander, that the authors or abettors of it 
might be Icfs capable of doing mifchief for 
the future. » 

§ 1 1 K The mpft plaufible objeftion that I 
ever heard, to Colonel Gardiner's charafter 
is, that he was too much attached to forne 
religious principles, eftablifhed indeed in the 
churches both of England and Scotland, but 
which have of late years been much difpu- 
ted, and from which, it is at Icaft general- 
ly fiippofed, not a few in both have thought 
proper to depart ; \vhatever expedimenis 
they may have found to quiet thtir confci- 
ences, in fi\bfcribing thofc formularies, in 
which they are plainly taught. "His zeal 
Was efpecially apparent in pppofuion to 
thofe doftrirics which feemed to derogate 
from the divine honours of the Son and 
Spirit of God, and from the freedom of 
divine grace, or the reality and neceility of 
its operations in the converfion and falvatiou 
offinners. , ^ , 

§ 112. With relation to tlicfe; I mud 
obierve, that it was his mofl: fte^^^ per- 
fuafion, that all thofe notions,. Avhich re- 
prefent our blelTed Redeemer ^ageS ffeCrl<')t/ 
Spirit as mere creatures, or 'ti'nicH 'fe a-^ 
fide the atonement of the former,, or the^ 
-infiucnce of ihc latter; do fap the very^ 
foundation of Chriftianity, by rcjcaingtUc 
N ^ 
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mofl: glorious doftrines, peculiar to it. He 
had attentively obferved (what indeed is 
too obvious,) the unhappy influence which 
the denial of thefe principles aften has On 
the charafter of minifters^ and on their fuc- 
c^fs,. and was perfuaded that an attempt 
to fubftitute that mutilated form o£ Chrifti- 
' anity which remaitis, when thefe effentials 
of it are ta,ken away, has proved pnie of 
the moil fuccefsful method^ which the great 
enemy of fouls has ever taken in th^fe 
latter days, to lea^d men. by infenfible de- 
grees into deifm, vice, ajad perdition. He 
alfo-fagacioufly obferved the artful manner 
in which obnoxipus. tenets are often main- 
tained or infinua,ted, with all that mixture, 
of 7Lc^\ and addrefs with which they are 
propagated in the world, even by thofe 
■\yho had moft folemnly profeffed to be- 
lieve, and engaged to teach the contrary : 
And as he really apprehended, that the 
glory of God, and the fulvation of foiils 
was concerned, his piety and charity made' 
him eager and ftrenuous in oppofmg what 
lie judged to be errors of fo pernicious a 
- nature. Yet I rouft declare, that accord- 
ing to what I have known of him, (ancf I 
believe he opened his heart on thefe topics 
to me with as much freedom as to any m^n 
living,) he was not ready upon light fuf- 
^icions to charge tenets which he thought 
ip pernicipus ojx any, efpccially where he 
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faW the appearances *off a good temper and 
life, which he alway? reverenced and loved- 
in perfons of ;ill feiltiments and profcffions. 
He feverely condemned canfelefsf jealoufics, 
and 6vil furrtiifings of every kind^ and ex- 
tended that charity in this refpeft, both to 
clergy and laity, v/hkh good Bifhop Bur- 
net, was fb r-eady, according to his own 
account, to limit t|ie latter, ' of believing 
' evcKyman good tlH he knew Irlm to be 

* bad, and his notions right till he knew 

* them wrong/ He could not but be very 
fcnfible of the unhappy confequencd's which 
.may fallow on attacking the charafters ol 
tncn, efpecially of thofe who are miniflers 
of the goipel : And if through a mixture 

► of human frailty, from which the bed of 
mfen in the bcftof theit mejinings and in- 
tentions are not entirely free, he has ever, 
in the warmth of his heart,* <^rof^ped a word 
which might be injurious to gfSy oh that ac- 
count, (which 1 believe very feldora hap- 
pened,)' he would gladly rtptraft it on bet-^ 
ter inforniarion ; which was perfccily a- 
greeable to that honed and generous frank- 
nefs of temper in which I never knew any 
msm who exceeded him. 

§ 113. On the ^yhole, it was indeed 
his deliberate judgment that the Arian, So- * 
cinian, and PeLigiau do£lrines were highly 
Sifhonourable to God, and dangerous to* 
the fouls of men ; and that it was the duty 
K 2 • 
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of private Chrifliana, to be greatly on their 
guard againft thofe miniftcrs by whom they 
are cntenruned, left their rvibds flioukl be 
£orriipted from the firaplicity that is in 
Chrift. Yet he IJncerely abhorred the 
•thought of perfecution for confcience fake; 
'of the abfurdity and iniquity of which, in 
all its kinds and degrees, he had as deejf 
and rational a conviftion as any man I 
could- n.Vaie. And indeed the generality of 
his heroic heart could hardly bear to thiak 
thar thofe glorious truths, which -he io 
cordially lovc-d, and which he affuredly 
believed to be capable of fuch.fair fup- 
port, both from reafon and the word of 
God, fliould be difgraced by methads of 
defence and propagation, common to the 
mod impious and ridiculous falfehboJi* 
Nor did he by any means approve of paf- 
fionate and furidus'^vays- of vindicating the 
mo ft vita! and impoi'tant doftrines of the 
gofpel : . For he knew, that to maintain the 
mofl benevolent religion in the world, by 
'fuch malevolent and infernal methods, was 
dcilroYin:^ the end to accompliili the means ; 
and that it was as impoffible that true 
Chidiiiniry ^lall be fupported thus, as \i 
h that a man ftiould long be nouri(bed by 
catinc^ his ov/n fleih. To difplay the ge- 
nuine fruits of Ghriftianity in a good lire,' 
to be ready to plead with meekntfs and.^ 
fweetncfs for the doiSrines it teachcs> ai^;^^;" 



Life of Colonel GarGiner. t^g 

td labour by every office of humanity and 
goodnels to gain upon them that oppofe 
it, were the weapons with which .this good 
foldier of. Jefus Chrijl faithfully fought 
the battles of the Lord. Thefe weapons 
will always be viftorious in his caufe; and 
they who have recourfe to others of a dif- 
ferent temperature, how ftrong foevcr 
they may fcem, and how (harp foever they 
may really be, will find they break in their 
hands wnen they exert them moft fiiri- 
oufly, and are much, more likely to wound 
themfelvcs than to conquer the enemies they 
6pppfe. 

. § 114. But while I am fpeaking of Co- 
lonel Gardiner's charity in this refpeft, I 
muft not omit that of anorlier kind, which 
has indeed engroffed the name of charity 
much more than it ought, excellent as it 
is; I mean almfgiving, for which he was 
Very remarkable. I have often wondered 
how he was able to do fo many^ generous 
things this way: But his frugality'fed the 
fpring. He made Xio pleafurable expence 
on' himfelf, and was contented with a very 
decent appearance in his family, without 
afifefting fuch an air of grandeur as could 
not.havje been fupported without facrificing 
to i; fatisfaftipns far nobler, and to a tem- 
per like his, far more deligbtfuL The 
;M%^ly sand tender feelings of his heart m 
j;i^||*feuy of the diftreffed and afdifted^ madp 
N 3 ^ 
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it a felf-indulgence to him to relieve them; 
and the deep conviction he had of the vain 
and tranfitory nature of the enjoyments of 

' this world, together .with the fublime view 
be had. of another, engaged him to dif- 
penfe his bounties, with a very liberal hand, 
and even to feek out proper objefts of 
them : And above all, his fincere and ar- 
djent love to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
engaged him to feel, with a true fympa- 
thy, the concerns of his poor members^ 
In confequencc of this, he honoured feve-. 
ral of his friends with commiffions for the 
relief of the poor; and particularly, with 
relation to fome under my paftoral care, 
he referred it to my .difcretion .to.fupply 
them with what I fliould judge expedient, 
and frequently preifed nie in his letters to 
be fure not to let them want. And where 

• perfons (landing in need of his charity hap* 
pened, as they ^ often did, to be perfons 
of remarkably religious .difpofitions, it was 
eafy to -perceive that he not only loved, 
but honoured them; and really cfteemcd 
it an honour which providence conferred 
upon him, that he fliould be made, as it 
were, the almoner of Goi> for the relief of 
fuch. 

§ 115. I cannot forbear relating a lit- 
tle ftory here, which when the Colonel 
himfelf heard it gave him fuch exquifite 
pleafurC; that I hope it, will be . acceptable | 
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to feveral of my .readers. There was in 
a village about three miles from Northamp- 
ton, and in a family • which of all others 
near me was afterwards moft indebted 'to 
hirp, (though he had never then feen any 
member of it,) an aged and poor, but e- 
minently good woman, who had, with 
great diiFiculty in the exercife of much 
faith, and patience, diligence, and humili- 
ty; made fliift to educate a large fiuniiy 
of children, after the death of hei* huf- 
band, without being chargeable to the 
parifli ; which, as it was quite beyond her 
h|)pe, flie often fpoke of. with great de- 
lig%,; At length, when ^^orn out with age 
and infirmity, ftie lay upon her dying bed, 
flic did > in a ixioft lively and aiFcfting man- 
ner exprefs her hope and joy in the views, 
of approaching glory. Yet amidll all the 
triiinxph of fuch a profpeft, there was one' 
remaining care and diftrefs which lay heavy 
on her mind ; ^Vhich was that as her jour- 
ney .and: lier ftock of provifions were both 
ended together^ flie feared that flie mud 
either be buried at the parMh. cxpcnce, or 
leave her moft diuiful and affibftionate: 
daughters the ' houfe ftripped of fome of 
the few moveables which remained in it,: 
to perform- the laft office o-f duty to, her, 
which die had reafon to believe they woyld 
io- AVhile {he was combating with this* 
Qplj' , remaining anxiety, I happened, tho*' 
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I knew not the extremity of her illaefs, 
to come in, and to bring with me a guinea, 
which the generous Colonel had fcnt by a 
fpecial , meflkge, on hearing the charafter 
of the family, for its relief. A prefent 
like this, (probably the mod confiderable 
they had ever received in their lives,) 
coming in this manner from an entire ftran- 
gcr, at fuch a crifis of time, threw my dy- 
ing friend (for fuch, amidil all her poverty 
I rejoiced to call her,) into a perfeft tbnf- 
port of joy. She efteemed it a fingular 
favour of providence, fdnt to her in her 
laft moments as a token of good, and greet- 
ed it as a fpecial mark of that loving kind- 
nefs of God which fhould attend her for 
ever. She would therefore be raifed up in 
her bedj that (he might blefs God for it 
upon her knees, and with her laft breath 
pray for her kind and generous bencfaftor, 
and for him who had been the inftrumcnt 
ofdirefting his bounty into this chaoneL 
After, which flie foon expired^ with fuch 
tranquillity and fweetnefs, as . could not 
but moft fenfibty delight all wiio bebtlJ 
her, and occafioned many, who knew the 
citcumftances, to glorify God on her be- 
half. 

§ 116. The ColonePs laft refidence at 
Northampton was in June and July 174^^ 
when Lord Cadogan's regiment of dragoons' 
was quartered here : And I cannot but ob^ 
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ferve that wherever that regiment came, 
ir was remarkable, not only for the fine 
'appearance it made, and for the exaftnefs 
with which it performed its various exer- 
cifes, (of which it had about this time the 
honour to receive the mod ifhiftrious tefti- 
monials,) but alfo for the great fobriety 
and' regularity of the foldiers. Many ot 
the officers copied after the excellent pat- 
tern whicb they had 'daily before their 
eyes; and a confiderable number of the 
private men feemed to be pcrlbus^ not on- 
ly of flfick virtue, but of ferious piety. 
And I doubt not but they found their, a- 
bundant account in it ; not brily in the fe- 
renity and happinefs of their own mind% 
which is beyond comparifon the tnoft im- 
portant coixfideration, but alfo, in feme . 
degree, in the obliging and refpeftful treat- 
ment ,whfch they generally met whh in 
their quarters. And I mention this, be- 
• caufe I am perfuaded, that if gentlemen of 
their profeffiofi knew, and would refleft, 
how much more .comfortable they make 
^heir own quarters by a fober, oiJerly, 
and obligiiT^ conduft, they would be re- 
gular out of mere felf-love ; if they were 
not influenced, as-I heartily wifli they may 
always be, by a nobler principle. 

§ 117, Towards the latter end of this 
year he, embarked for Flanders, and fpent 
lome (;oqliderab!c time with the regiment 
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at Ghent, where he rottch regretted tbt 
^aiit of thofe feligiows tjrdinances ar** op- 
portunities which had made his other a- 
bodes delightful. Bin asiie had made fo 
eminent a progrefs iii that divrnte life, 
which they are all intended fo promote, ht 
could not be inaftive in the fervrce of Gon. 
i have now before me a letter dated frotn 
thence, Oftober i-eth 1742. in which he 
writes,* As for me, I am indeed in a dry 

* -and barren land, where no water is. 

* Rivers of waters niA down mine eyes, 
' becaufe nothing is to be he^ird in out 

* Sodom^ but blafpheming the tiaipe of iny 

* Got); and I am not honbored as the 

* inftrument of doing any gi-eat fervice* 

* 'Tis ti'uc, I have reformed fix or feveft 

* iidd officers o£ fwearing. I dine every 

* day with theiiv, and havt entered thedi 

* into a voluntary contraft, to pay a fliillittg 

* to the pi^or for every oath ; and it is 

* wonderful to obfervt the leffeA it has 

* had already. One .of thewi told me tlii^ 

* day at dinner^ that it had really fnch art 
'* influence upon him, that being at cards 

' lalt night when another officer fell a 

* fwearing, he was not able to bear it, 

* but rofe up and left the company. So 

* y'qu fee, reftraints at firft arifing fmm a 

* low principle may improve into fomethin^ 
^ better.* - 

§ 118. During his abode here he had 
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a great deal of' bufinds upon his hands ; 
and bsd alfo, in fotne mfarohes, the care of 
more regiments than his own : And it has 
been very delightful* to me to obferve, what 
a degree of converfe with heaven, and the 
God of it, he maintained, amidft thefe 
fcences of Kurry and fatigue ; of which the 
reader may find a remarkable fpecimen in 
the following letter, dated from Lichwick, 
in the beginning of April 1743, which was 
oneofthelaft I received from bim. while 
abroad, and begins with thefe words : * Ye- 
' fterday being the Lord's day, at fix in the 

* morning, I had the pleafnre of receiving 
' your*s at Nortonick ; and it proved a Sab- 

* bath-day*s bleffing to me. ^ Sometime be- 

* fore it , reached' me,* Cfrom whence by 
the way it may be obferved, that his for- 
mer cuftom of rifing fo early to his devo- 
tions was ftill retained,) * I had been wreft- 
' ling with God . with many tears, and 
*• when I had read it, I returned to my 
' knees again, to give hearty thanks to 
^'him for all his goodnefs to you and 
' your*s, and alfo to myfelf, in tha't he hath 

* been pleafcd to ftir up fo many who are 

* dear to him, to be mindful of me at 

* the throne of gra^ce/ And then, after 
the mention of fome other particulars, he 
adds ; " BleiFed and adored for fver be 
' the holy name of my heavenly Father, 
' who holds my foul in life, and my body 
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^ in peffeft health ! Were- I to recount 
^ his mercy and goodnefs to me, even in 
\ * the midll of all thcfc hurries, I ftioulJ 

I. * never have done. 1 hope your M<> 

; ^ fter^^'iU flill, encourage you in his work, 

* and make you a blcffing to many. My 
^ de^reft friend, I am much > more your's 

* than I can exprefs, and fliall remain fo 
^ while I am J. G.' 

§ 1 1 9. In this correfpondence I had a 
farther opportunity of difcoveriug that 
humble refignation to the v^^ill of God, 
. which' made fo amiable a part of his cha- 
rafter, and of which before I had feen fo 
many inflances. He fpeaks, in the letter 
from which I have jurt: been giving an ex- 
traft, of the hope he had exprciTed in for- 
mer, of feeing us again that winter ; and 
he adds, ' To be fure, it would have been 

* a great pleafure to me : But we poor 

* mortals from projects, and the Almighty 

* Ruler of the univerfe difpofes of all as 

* he pleafes. A great many of us were 

* getting ready for our return to Ensfland, 

* when we received an order to march to- 
' wards Franckfort, to the great furprife 

* of the whole army, neither can any of 

* us comprehend what we are to do there ; 

* for there is no enemy in that coiijitry, 

* the French army being marched into 
' Bavaria, where I am fure we cannot fo!- 

* low them. Biu it is the will of the 
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^ Lard ; and his will be done! I defire to 

* blefs and praife my heavenly Father, 

* that I am entirely rejigned to it. It is 

* no matter where I go, err what becomes 

* of me, fo that God may be glorified in 

* my life or my death. I fhould rejoice 

* much to hear that all my friends were 

* equally refigned/ 

, § 120. The mention of this article re- 
minds me of another, relating to the views 
which he had of obtaining a regiment for 
himfelf. He endeavoured to deferve it by 
the mod faithful fervices, fome of them 
indeed beyond what the ftreneth of his con- 
ftitution would well bear: For the wea- 
ther in forae of thefe marches proved ex- 
ceeding bad, and yet he would be always at 
the head ofhispeople^ that he might look 
to every thing that concerned them with 
the exafteft care. This obliged him to ne- 
gleft.the beginnings of a feverifh illnefs; 
the natural coiifcquence of ^which was, 
that it grew very formidable, foixed a 
long confineinent upon him, and gave 
animal nature a fliock v/liich it never re- 
covered. 

§ 121. In the mean time, as he had the 

' proraife of a regiment before he quitted 

England, his friends were continually ex- 

jx^fting an occafion of congratulating him 

on'huvins: received the coramarid of one. 

' But iiill the/ were difappointed j and on 

\ ' O 

I 
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fome of them the difappointment feemed 
' to fit heavy. ♦ As for the Colonel himfclf, 
he feemed qttite eafy about it, and appear- 
ed much greater in that eafy fituatidn of 
mind than the higheft military honours 
and preferments could have have made him. 
With great pleafure do I at this moment 
recoHeft the unafFeftcd fcrenity, and' even 
indifference, with which he expreffes him- 
felf upon this occafion, in a letter to me, 
dated about the beginning of April 1743* 

* The difappointment of a regiment is no- 

* thing to me ; for 1 am fatisned, that had 

* it been for God*s glory I fhould have 

* had it, and I fliould- h«v« been forry to 

* have had it on any other terms. My 
^ heavenly Father has beftowed upon me 

* infinitely more than if he had made me 

* emperor of the whole world.' 

§ 122. I find fevcral parallel expref- 
fions in other letters ; and thofe to his lady 
about the fame time were juft in the' fame 
ftrain. In an extraft from one which was 
written from Aix la Chapelle, April 21ft 
the fame year, I meet with thefe words: 

* People here imagine I mufl: be fadly 
^f troubled that I have not got a^regintent^ 
^^ (for fix out of feven vacant are now 

difpofed of;) * but they are ftrangcly 
. ^ miftaken, for it has given me no fort 

* of trouble : My heavcaiy Father knows 
^ what is bejifor me ; axi^-^ blefled, and for 
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I * clrer adored be his name, he has gi-veti-.* 

I * me 3.n entire refignatipn to his^ "wHI : 

I * Befidcs, I don't know that ever I met 

j • with any dif^ppointnient fince I was a 

^ * Chriftian, but it pleafed God to difco- 

f ^ ver to- me that it was plainly for my 

I • .advantage^ by l>e{lowing fomething bet- 

I * ter upon me afterwards : Many infbinces 

, * of which I am able to produce : and there- 

* fpre I ftiould be the greatefl: of iponfters 

* if I did not truft »in him.' 
§ 1.23- I 'Ihould be guilty of a gixat p- 

milGan, if I were not to add how remark- 
ably the event correfponded with his faith 
on this occafipn. For whereas he had no 
imiauitian or expeftation of any thing 
more* than ^ regiment of foot, his Majefty 
was .pleafcd, out of his great goodnels, to 
give jhiin ,a regimeAt of dr^agoons, which 
wii5 oth.en qu^rteired juft jn his own neigh- 
bourhopd. And it is properly remarked 
by the reverend and worthy pcrfon through 
whofe hand this letter was tn^nfmitted to 
me, t,hat when -the Colonel thus exprcllcd 
himfelf, be could have no profpeft of what 
he afterwards fo fcon obtaintrd; as Gene- 
ral ,Bland's regiment, to which Jie^vas ad- 
vanced, . wa^ only- viicant on the 19th of 
April, that is, two days, before the date 
of this letter, when it was impoffible he 
ihould have any notice of that vacancy. 
And it atfo deferves obfervaiion, that fome. 
O 2 
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few days after the Colonel was thus unex- 
peftcdiy promoted to the command of fhefe 
'dragoons, Brigadier Coi-ilt\^allis's regiment 
oFfoot^ then in Flanders, became vacant: 
Now had this happened before his promo- 
tion to General Bland^s, Colonel Cardiner^ 
in ijill probabih'ty, would only have had 
that regiment pf foot, and.fo have cpnti- 
nued in Flanders. When the affair was 
iffued^ he informs Lady Francis of it^ in a 
lett^cr dated from a village near Franckfort, 
May 3d. in which he refers to his former 
of the 2ift of April, obferving how remar- 
kable it was verified ' in Gob's having 
^ given .him>* (for fo he expreffes it, a-i 
greeably to the views he continually main- 
tained of the univer/al agency of divine 
providence,) ' what he had no expefta- 

* tion of, and what was fo much, better 

* than that which he had miffed, a regi- 
' ment of dragoons quartered at his own 
^ door/ 

§ 124. It appeared to him, that by this 
remarkable event. Providence called him 
home. Accordingly, though he had other 
preferments offered him in the aftny, he 
chofe to return, and I believe, the more 
willingly, as he did not expect tliere wouU 
have been any aftion. Juil at this time ic 
-pleafed God 10 give him an awful infiance 
cf the uncertainty of human profpetft^ ard 
enjoyments, by that violent fever, which 
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feizjcd bim at-^ Ghent in his- way to England ; 
and perluips the more (evercly:, for the ef- 
forts he-made to p,uih pahis journey, though 
he-h^dforfome days been much mdifpofed. 
It '\m^, \ think,* one of the flrft fits of fe- 
yere illnefe he had ever met .with ;. and he 
sxras ready to look upon it ^s a fadden call 
into eternity irBut it gave him no painful 
alarm ia that vi&w. -He commuted him- 
/ielf to thiC -God of his life, and in a few 
.weeks he was fo well recovered as to* be 
capable ef purfuing his journey, though 
cot -without difficulty: And. I cannot but 
think it might have conduced much to a 
jnpFc perfeft recovery than he ever attain- 
ed, \jo have allowed himfelf a longer re- 
fpofe, .in order 'to recruit his exhaufted. 
Arcngth and fpirits. .But there was an ac- 
tivity ^in his temper not eafy to be re- 
trained ;. and it* was now ftimulated^ not 
only by a dcfire of feeing his friends, but 
iof being with his regiment, that 'he might 
emit nothing in his power to regulate thei^ 
^itiorais and their difcipliae, and to form 
tjiem for public fervice^ Accordingly he 
paffed 'through Loudon about the middle 
of Jime 1743, where he had the honour, 
of waiting ,on their Royal Highneffe§ the 
Prince and PrinceTs of Wales, and of re- 
ceiving from both the moft obliging tokeny. 
of favour and efteem. He arrived at .Nor- 
ihampton on Monday the 20th of june^, 
O3 
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and fpent part of three,^days here. But 
the great pleasure which his return aod 
preferment gave us was much abated by 
obferving his countenance fo * f^idly ahered, 
and the many marks of languor and re- 
maining diforder which evidently appear- 
ed; fo that he really looked ten years ol- 
der than he had done ten months before. 
I had however a fattsfaftion fufficient to 
'conter'balance much of the concern w^hich 
thi$ alteration gave me, in a renewed op- 
portunity of obferving, indeed more fenih- 
bly than ever, in how remarkable a degree 
he w^as dead to the ..enjoyments and views 
of^this mortal life. When I eongratula^ 
ted him on the favourable appearances of 
providence for him in the^ late ev^nt, be 
briefly told me the, remarkable circumfen- 
ces that attended it, with the mod genuine 
imppcffions of gratitude to God for them; 
but added, ' that as his account was in- 

* creafed^with his income, power, and 

* influence, and his cares were proporti- 
^ onably increafed too, it was, as to his 

* own pcrfonal concern, much the fajne to 
^ him whether he had remained in his 
*- former ftation or been elevated to this, 
' but that if God fliould by this means ho- 

* nour him, as an inftrument of doin-g more 

* good than he could otherwife have done^ 

* he fliould rejoice in ic* 

§- 125. I perceived that the near views 
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: he bad taken of eternity iir the illncfs from 
j- which he was then fo imperfcftly recover- 
\ cd, had not in the leaft alarmed him ; but 
L that he would have been entirely willing, 
., had fuch beeq the determination of God, 
I to have been cut (hort in a foreign land, with- 
] out any earthly friend near him, and- in thd 
i. midft of a journey,' undertaken with hopes 
> and profpe<fts fo pleifmg to nature ; which 
r appeared to me no inconfiderable evidence 

of the ftrength of his- faith. But we Ihall 
I "wonder the lefs at this extraordinary refig- 

nation, if we confider the joyful and affu- 
\ red profpeft w^hich he had of an happineft 
[ infinitely fuperior beyond the grave; of 
\ whi^h that worthy minifter ctf the church 
• ^of Scotland, who hj?d an opportunity of 

I converfmg with htm quickly after his return; 
and having the memorably ftory of his con> 
I verfion from his own mouth, (as 1 havb 
I hinted- above,) writes thus in his letter to 
I me, dated Jan. 14th 1746-7. ' When he 
\ * came to review his regiment at Linlith- 
L * gow in fummer 1743, after having giveft 

* me the wonderful ftory as above, hfe 
\ * concluded in words to this purpofe : 

' I^et me die, whenever it fhall pleafe 

' God, or where\"cr it (haU be, I am fure- 1 

* fliall go to the manfions of eternal glory, 
i , ' and enjoy my God and Jledeemer m 
' * heaven for ever.* 

§ 126, Wl)ile he was wiih us. at thk 



i64 Remarkable Parages in tie 

time he appeared deeply ^affeflded whh^the 
fed (late of things as to religion and morals; 
.and feeraed.to apprehend that the rod of 
God was hanging over fo fmful a nation* 
He obferved a great deal of difaffeftkm,: 
which the enemies of the government hdd, 
by. a varitey of arcifices, been raifing in 
Scotland for fomeyeara ; and the number of 
Jacobites there, together with the defence- 
^fs ftate in which our ifland then was,, 
with refpeft to the number of its forces at 
home, (of which he fpoke at once witk 
great concern and aftoniflimeqt,) led hi^i 
to ex,peft an invafion from Eranc^, and aa 
attempt in favour of the pretender, much 
foorier than it happened. I liave heard 
liitn fay, many years -before it canae fo 
near being accomplifljied, ^ that a few 

* thoufands might have a fair chance for 

* marching from Edinburgh to Londoir 

* uncontrolled, and- throw the wholp jiing- 

* dmn into an .aftonilhment/ lAnd 1 have 
.great reafon to believe that this was one 
itnain confiderution which engaged him to 
•make fuch hafte to'his regiment, then quar- 
tered in thofe parts ; as he imagined there 
was not a fpot of ground where he might 
be more like to have a call to expofc his 
life in die fervice of his country, and per- 
haps by appearing, on a proper call early 
in its defence, be inflrumental in fupprelSng 

;thc beginnings of the^moft fopnaidable mi£^ 
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«heif. How right he judged in thefe thijigs 
the event did too evidently fliew. 

§ J 27. The evening before our laft fepa- 
ratio'n, as I knew I could not entertain the 
invaluable friend who was then my guefl: 
more agreeably, I preached a fermon in 
my owa houfe, with fome peculiar refe- 
rence to his cafe and circumflance^., from 
thofe ever-memorable- words, than which 
I have never felt any more powerful and 
more comfortable : ' Pfalm xci. 14, 15, 16. 
Becaufe he hath fet his love upon me, there- 
fore will i deliver him : I will fet him on 
high, becaufe he hath knov/n my name ; He 
ihall call upon me, and- I will anfwer him : 
I will be with him in trouble, I. .will deli- 
ver him, and honour him : with long life 
(or length of days) will i fatisfy him, and 
fliew him my falvation. * This fcripturc 
could not but lead our meditations to fur- 
vey th^ cbarafter of the good man, as one 
who knows the name of the bleifed GOD, 
(has fuch a deep apprehenficn of the glc^ 
ries and perfeftions of his nature,) as dcr 
terrainately to fet his love upon him, to 
make him the fupreme ol^je^t of his mcJft 
arcfent and conftant afFcftion. And it fug- 
gefted the moft fublime and animating 
hopes to perfons of fuch a charafter ; that 
their prayers fliall be always acceptable to 
Gob ; that thouorh they may, aud muft, be 
called out to thejr fliare in the troubles arid 
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ezlamitics of life, y<:t they m3tf aiTure thcra- 
felves of the diviBe. prefeiee in allj which 
ftiaiU iffue in their deliverajice, in their ex- 
altation, fometimes to dilUnguifhed honour 
and €ftcem amoug irieq, and it ma,y be, m 
a long co.urfe of ufeful and happy years on 
earth ; at leaft, which fliall undoubtedly 
end in feeing, to their perpetuj^l delight, 
the complete fiilvation of God, in a world 
whcne they' fhall enjoy length of days for 
-ever and -ever, and employ tbcni all in a- 
doring the great Author of their falvaiioa 
and felicity. It is evident, that thefe na- 
tural thoughts on fuch a fcripture were 
matters of univerfal concern. Yet had 
I known that this was the lafl time I 
fliould ever addrefs Colonel Gardiner, as a 
minifter of the gpfp^l, and had I forcfeen 
the fcenes througli -which God was about 
to lead him, I hardly blow what eonfide* 
rations I coiiU have fuggefted with more 
peculiar propriety. The attcnuon, elevtt- 
tion, and delight, whh which he heard 
rhcra, was very apparent ; and the plea- 
fure which the obfervatiofi of it gave me 
continues to this moment. And let me be 
permitted to digrefs fo far as to add, that^ 
this is indeed the great fupport of a Chri- . 
ftian minifter, under the many difcourage- 
fnents and difappointmeuts whi.ch he meets 
•with, in his attempts to fix upotythc pro- 
fligate or the- thoughtlefs part of mankind 
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a deep fenfe of' religous trutk ; that there 
is another important part of his wgrk, in 
which he may hope to be more generally 
fuGcefsful ; as by plain, artlpfs, but ferious 
difcourfes, the great principtes of Chriftian 
duty and hope may be nouriftied and in- 
vigorated in good men, -their graces water- 
ed as at the root, and their fouls animated 
both to perfevere and improve in holi- 
nefs. ' And when we are effcftually per- 
forming fuch benevolent offices, fo well 
fuiting our immortal natures, to pcrfons 
whofe hearts, are cemented with ours in 
the bonds of the moft endearing and fii- 
cred friendftiip, it is too little to fay it 
over-pays the fatigue of our labours : it 
even fwallows up all fenfe of it in the moft 
rational and fublime pleafure. 

§ 128. Aft, incident occurs to my mind, 
which happened that evening,, which at 
fcaft for the oddnefs of it may dcferve a 
place in thefe memoirs. I had then with 
me one Thomas Porter, a poor but very 
honeft and religious man, (now living at 
Hatfield Broadoak in Effex,; who is quite 
unacquainted with letters, fo as not to be 
able to diftinguifti one from another, yet 
is mafter of the contents of the Bible in fo 
extraordinary a degree, that he has nor on- 
ly fixed an immenfe number of texts in his 
memory, but merely by hearing them quoi 
ted in ferittons, has regiftered there th^ 
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chaprer and' yerfe in which thefe paffage^ 
are to be found : This is attended with a 
marvellous facility in direfting thofe that 
can read to turn them, and a moll un- 
accountable talent of fixing on fuch as fuit 
almoft ev0ry imaginable variety of cir- 
Cumftances in common life. There are two 
confiderations in this cafe, which make it 
the more wonderful ; The one, that he is 
a perfon of a very low genius, having bc- 
fides a ftammering which makes his fpeech 
almoft unintelligible to ftrangers, fo wild 
and aukward a manner of behaviour, that 
he is frequently taken for an idiot, and 
feems in many things to be indeed fo : 
The other, that he grew up to manhood 
in a very licentious courfe of living, and 
an entire ignorance of divine things, io 
that all thefe exaft impreflions on his me- 
mory have been made in his' riper years. 
I thought it would not be difagreeable to 
the Colonel to introduce to him this odd 
phsenomenon, which many hundreds of peo- 
ple have had a curiofity to examine : And 
among all the ftrange things I have feen in 
him, I never remember any which equal- 
Jed what paflfcd on this occafion On hear- 
ing the Colonel's profcffion, and receiving 
•fome hints of his religious charafter, he run " 
throagh a vaft variety of fcrtptures, begin- 
ning at the Pentateuch, and goinqj on to the 
Revelation, relating either to iihe depend- 
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ance to be fixed on God for the fuccefs of 
military preparations, or to the inftances 
and promifes occurring there of his care of 
good men in the moft imminent dangers, or - 
to the encouragement to defpife perils and 
death while engaged in a good caufe, and 
fupported by the views of a happy immor- 
tality.. I believe he quoted more than 
twenty of thefe paffages ; and I muft free- 
ly own,- that I know not who could have 
chofe them with greater propriety. If my 
memory do not deceive me, the laft of this 
catalogue was that 'from which I afterwards 
preached on the lamentable occafion of 
this great man's fall : Be thou faithful uniii 
deaths and I will give thee a crown of life. 
We were all aftoniihed at fo remarkable a 
faft ; and I qneftion not but that many, 
of my readers \\ ill think the memory of it 
Worthy of being thus preferved. 

§ 2 2"9. But to return, to my main fub- 
jeft : The next day after the fermon aiid 
converfation of which I have been fpeal:'- 
ing, I took my" laft leave of my inelli- 
mable friend, after attending him fome part 
of bis way Northward. Tjje firft ftage pf 
our'journey was to the cotratje of that poor, 
but very religious family, which I had oc- 
cafion to meniion above, as relieved, and 
indeed in a great raeafure fubfifted, by his 
charity. And nothing could be more de- 
lightful thau to obferve the condefcenficn 
P 
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with which he convcrfcd with thefe his 
. humble penfioners. We there pm up our 
lad united /)A?j'^rj together ; and he after- 
v/ards expreilcd, in the ftrongeft terms I 
ever heard him ufc on fuch an oGcafion, 
the Angular pleafure with which he had 
joined in them. Indeed it was no fmall 
latisfaftion to me to have an opportunity 
of recommending fuch a valuable friend 
to the proteftion and blefling, with that 
particular freedom and enlargement on what 
' was peculiar 'n his circumftances, which 
hardly any other fituation, unlefs we had 
been quite alone, could fo conveniently 
have admitted. We went from thence to 
the table of a perfon of diflinftion in the 
neighbourhood, where he had an oppor- 
tunity of fhewing, in how decent and grace- 
ful a manner he could unite the Chrijllan 
and the Gentleman^ and give converlktion 
an improving and religious turn, without 
violating any of the rules of polite beha- 
viour, or faying or doing any thing which 
looked at all conftrained or affcfted. Here 
we took our lajl embrace^ committed each 
other to the care of the God of heaven ; 
and the Colonel purfued his journey to the 
North, where he fpent all the remainder 
of his days, 

S' *3^' '^^^ more I refleft upon this ap- 

. pointment of Provideiicc, the more I cif- 

ccrn of the beauty and vvifdom of it.} not' 



f 
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t: only as it led direftly 10 that glorious period 
:. of Jife, wltli which Go:x Iiad derermiiicd 
to honour him, and in wKich I think' it be- 
comes all his friends to rejoice ; but alfo as 
the retirement on which he entered coujd not 
; [i I but have a happy tendency to favour his more. * 

immediate aird compleat preparation for 
;^ fo fpeedy a remove. To Vvhich we may add, 
zi that it mull probably have a vcr-7 powerful 
d influence to promote the interefls of religion 
r; (incomparably the greateft of -all interefts..) 
li: amcng the members of hip own family ; 
:• "who mud furely e^ify much by luch daily 
<I'eiIbni-as they'rec/^ived fro^yi.his lips, wheiv 
::[ they faw them iliuili-aced and enforced by 
-:; fo admirable an example, and this for two 
compleat years. ^ It is the more remarkable,- 
as I^canjnot find from the memoirs of his 
; life in my hands, that he had ever beenyi 
hng at home fiace he had a family, or in^ • 
deed,, from his childhood, ever fo long at 
a time in any one place. 

§ 131. With how clear a lufcre his la??: p^ 
i Jhone^ and with what holy vigour his loins 
; wre girded up in the ferviceofhis God, 
in thefe his hucr days, i Icarii w fart from 
the letters of fcvcrat* excellent perf)ns in 
the miniflry, or in f^cular life, wi?-h Wiiom 
I have fmce conveifed or corr^fpondcd^ 
.;Atid-in i^iV many letters dated from Bank- ^ 
ton during this period, I have iliil farther 
evidence liow happv he was ainidil thofe' 
P 2 ' ' 
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infirmities of body, which his tendemcft 
for me would feldom allow him Ho men- 
tion J for it appears from them what a 
daily intercourfe he kept up with heaven^ 
and what delightful communion with God 
crowned his attendance on public ordinances j 
and his fweet hours of devote retirement^ 
He mentions his facramcntal opportunities 
with peculiar relifli, crying out as in a holy 
rapture, in reference to one and another of 
them, ' Oh how gracious a Mafter do wc 

* fcrve ! how plcafant is his fervice ! how* 

* rich the entertainments of his love ! yet 

* oh how pooi* and cold are our fervices !* 
. -^—But I will not multiply quotattons of rhis 

fort after thofe I have given above, which 
may be a fufEcient fpecimeu of many more 
in the fame flrain. This hint may fufficc 
to (hew that the fame ardour of fouj held 
out in a great meafure to the lafl: ; and indeed 
it feems, that towards the clofc of life, like 
the flame of a lamp almoft expiring, it fome- 
times exerted an uuufual blaze. 

§ 132. He fpent much of his time at 
Bankton in religious folitude ; and one mofl: 
imtimately convcrfant with him affures me, 
that the traces of that delightful converfe 
with God which he enjoyed in It might 
cafily be difcerned in that folemn yet chear- 
ful countenance whh which he often came 
€)tit of his clofet. Yet his exercifcs there 
*muft fomctimes have beea very mouiuful 
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eotifiJering the melancholy views which he 
bad of the ftaie of our publix ajjairs. * \ 
' ihould be glad/, fays he {-in a kiter which 
he fenr me, about the clofe of the year 
1743,) ^ to hear what wife and good people 

* among you think of the prefent circum- 

* ftances of things. For my own part, 

* though I thank God I fear nothing /c?r 
/ ^jyflf i^y apprehenfiors for the public 

* are very gloomy, confidering the dcplo- 
^ rable prevalency of almofl all kinds of 
' wickednefs amongft us ; the natural con- 
■ fequence of the contempt of the gofpel- 

* I am daily offering up my prayers to God 
' for this finful land of ours, over which 

* his judgment feems to be gathering ; and 

* my ftrength is fometimes fo exhaufted' 
*'with thofe ftrong cries and tears, which 

* I pour out before God on this occafion, 

* that I zia hardly able to ftand when I 
' arife from my knees.* If we have mginy 
Remaining V^ fiand in the breach with equal 
fervency, I hope, crying as our provocations 
are, God will ftili be tntreated for us, and 
faye us. 

§ 133. Mort of the ^/>5^r letters I had 
^he pleafure of receiving from him after our 
laft fepai'ation, are either filled, hke thofe. 
of former years, with tender expreffions 
of affeftionate foliciflRde- for my domefttt 
comfort and -put lie ufcfulncfs, or relate to 
tile ^i;ntings I publiflied during this time. 
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or to the affairs of his eldeji fon^ then under 
my care. But thefe are things which arc 
by no means of a nature to be communi- 
cated here. It is enough to remark in the 
general, that the Chriftian was ftill min- 
gled with all the care of the friend and the 
parent. 

§ 134. But I think it incumbent upon 
me to obferve, that during this time, and 
for fome preceding years, his attention, 
ever wakeful to fuch concerns, was much 
engaged by forae religious appearances j 
5j^ which happened about this time, both in 
England and Scotland 1 of which fome may 
be curious to know his fentiments. He 
communicated them to me with the moft 
unreferved freedom ; and I cannot appre- 
hend rayfelf under any engagements to 
conceal them, as I am perfuaded that it will 
be no prejudice to his memory that they 
ftibuld be publicly known. 

§ 135. It was from Colonel Gardiner's 
^ pen that I received the firft notice of that 
cver-menK)rable fcene which was opened 
at Kilfyth, under the miniftry of the reve- 
rend Mr Mac-Culloch, in the month of Fc- . 
bruary 1741-2. -He communicated to . me 
the copy of two letters from that eminent-. 
]y favoured ftrvant of God, giving an ac- 
count of that extraordinary fucccfs which 
had within a few days accompanied h!& 
preaching ; when, as I remember^ in a lit- 
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tie more than a fortnight, a hundred and 
tbirty {oii\Sf who had befcwc continued ia 
long infenfibility under the faithful preach- 
ing of -the gofpel, were awakened on a fud* 
den to attend to it, as if it had been a new 
revelation brought down from heaven, and 
attefted by as aflonifhing miracles as ever 
were wrought by Peter or Paul, tho* they 
heard it only from a perfon under whofe 
iliiniftry they had fat for feveral years* 
Struck with a power and majefty in the 
word of God, which they had never felt 
before, they crowded his houfe night and 
day,^ makmg their applications to him for 
fpiritual direftion and aiSftance, with aa 
carneftnefs and folicitude, which floods of 
tears and cries, that fsvallowed up their 
own words and his, could not fufficientljr 
cxprefs. The Colonel mentioned this at 
firft to me, * as matter of eternal praife, 

* which he knew would rejoice my v€rj 

• foul :' And when he faw it fpread in 
the neighbouring parts, and obferved the 
glorious reformation which it produced in 
the lives of great multitudes, and the abi- 
ding fruits of it for fucceeding months and 
years, it increafed and confirmed his joy. 
But the fafts relating to this matter have 
been laid before the world in fo authentic 
a manner, and the agency of divine grace 
in them has been fo rationally vindicated, 
and fo pathetically reprefeured, ia what the 
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reverend and judicious Mr Webfter haj 
written upon that fubjeft, that it is ahogc- 
ther fupcrfluous for me to add any thing 
fanher than my hearty praycra, that tlie 
work may be as extenfive as it was apparent- 
ly glorious and divine. 

§ 136. It was with great pleafure that 
he received any intelligence of a like kind 
from England; whether the clergy of the. 
^ablifhed church or diffentlng mini/ltrs^ 
whether pur own countrymen or foreigners, 
were the inftruments of it. And whatever 
weaknefles or errors might mingle them- 
felves with valuable qualities in fuch as were 
active in fuch a work, he appeared to love 
and honour them in proportion to the de- 
gree he faw reafon* to* believe their hearts 
were devoted to the fervice af Christ, 
and their attempts owned and fucceeded by 
him. I remember, that mentioning one of 
thefc gentlemen who had been remarkably 
fucccfsful in his. miniftry, and feehied to 
have met with fome very unkind ufage, he 
feys, ' I had rather be that defpifed perje* 

* cuted man^ to be an inftniment in the 

* hand of tl^e Spirit, in converting fo m^ny 

* fouls and building up fo many ia their 

* holy faith, than 1 would be emperor of 

* the whvle world.* Yet this fteady and 
judicious Chriftian, (for fuch he moil aflu^ 
redly Ws), at the fame time thit he c* 
ftjccmed a man for his good intention and 
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his worthy qualities, did not fufFer himfelf 
to be hurried away into all the Angularity 
©f his feutiments. or to admire his impru- 
. dcnces or exceffes. On the contrary, he 
iaw and lamented that artifice which the 
%xcvit father of fraud has fo long and fo fuc- 
ccfsfully teen praftifing, who like the e- 
nemies of Ifraely when he cannot entirely 
prevent the building' of God's tefnple, does 
as it were oiFer his affiftance to carry on 
the work, that he may thereby get the 
•moft efFeftual opportunities of obftrufting 
it. The Colonel often expreffed his afto- 
niflimcnt at the wide extremes into which 
feme, whom on the whole he thought ve- 
ry wonhy men, were permitted to run in 
many doftrinal and fpeculative points, and 
difcerned how evidently it appeared from 
hence, that we cannot argue the truth of 
any doftrine from xh^fuccefs of the preach- 
er, fmce this would be a kind of demon- 
ft ration, (if I may be allowed the expref- 
fion) w^hich might equally prove both parts 
of a contradiftion. Yet when he obferved 
that an high regarf to the atonement and 
righteoufnefs of Christ, and to the free 
grace of God. in him, exerted by the ope- 
ration of the divine Spirit, was general- 
ly common to all who had been peculiarly 
fuccefsful in the converfion and reforma- 
tion of men, (how widely foever their 
judgments might differ in otfaer points. 
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and how warmly foever they might oppofe 
each other iti confequence of that diverfi- 
ty;) it tended greatly to confirm his fiiiih 
in thcfe principles ^-ds well as to open his" 
heart in love to all of every denominathny 
who maintained an affeftionate regard to 
them. And tho' what he remarked as to 
the conduct and fuccefs of pjlnl/hn of the 
moft oppofite llrains of preachiiip^, confirm- 
ed him in thefe fentiments, yet he always 
efteemed and loved virtuous and benevo- 
lent men/ even where he thouglit them 
moft miftaken in the notions they formed 
of religion, or in the methods by which 
they attempted to ferve it. 

§ 137. While I thus reprefent what all 
who knew him muft foon have obferved.of 
Colonel Gardiner's alreftionate regard to 
thefe -peculiar doftrincs of our holy rtligi- 
on, it is neceffary that I fliould alfo inform 
my reader that it was not his judgement, 
that 'the attention of vwiijlcrs or their 
hearers ftiould be ivholly engrojfcd by thefe, 
excellent as they arc; but that all the 
parts of the fchemc of truth and duty 
fhould be regarded in their due connexicu. 
and proportion. Kar from that diitemptr- 
ed tafre, Mhich cao bear nothing but cor- 
dials, it was his deliberate judgement that 
the law flipuld be preached, as well as the 
go/pel; and hardly ajiy thing gave him 
greater offence than th^ irreverent man- 
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"ncr in wliich fomc, who have been igno- 
rantly extalled as the moft zealous evange- 
lical preachers^ have foTTietimes been tempt- 
ed to fpeak of the former; much-indeed 
to the fcandal of all confident and judici- 
ous Chriflians, He delighted to be in- 
ftrufted in his duty^ and to hear much of 
the inward excrcifes of the fpi ritual and 
divine lijie. , And he always wiflied, fo far 
. as I could obferve, to have thefe topics 
treated in a rational as well as a fpiritual 
vianner^ with folidity and order of thought, 
with ^erfpiouity and weight of cxpreffion ; 
as well knowing that \religioq is a moft 
reafonable fervice ; that God has not chofen 
idiofs or lunatics as tlie inftruments,' or 
nonfenfe as the means of building up his 
church; and that though the charge of en- 
thvftdfm is often fixed on Chriilianity and 
its minifters, in a wild, undeferved, and 
indeed (on the whole) enthufiajlical man- 
ner, by fome of the loudeft or moft fo- 
lemn pretenders t9 reafon; yet there is 
really fuch a thing as enthufiafm^ againft 
which it becomes the true friends of the 
revelation to be diligently on their guard, 
leaft Chriftianjty, inftead of being exalted, 
fliould be greatly corrupted and debafed,* 
and all manner of abfurdity, both in doc- 
trine and praftice, introduced by methods, 
which (like perfecutiofi) throw truth and 
falfehood on a level, and render the groC 
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feft errors, at once more plaufiblc anA 
more incurable. He had too much candour 
and equity to fix. general charges of this 
nature ; but he was really (and I think, 
not vainly) apprehenfive, that the emiffa- 
ries and agents of the mojt corrupt church 
that ever diflionoured the Chriftian name ; 
(by which it will be eafily underftood I 
mean that of -Rome^ might very poflibly 
infinuate themfelves into focieties, to which 
they could not otherwife have accefs, and 
make their advantage of that total refigna- 
tion of the underftanding, and contempt 
of reafon and learning, which nothing but 
ignorance, delirium, or knavery can dic- 
tate, to * lead men blindfold whither it 

. pleafed, tiH it fet them down at the foot 
of an altar, where tranfubjiantiation itfelf is 
confecrated, 

§ 138. I know not where. I can more 
properly introduce another part of the Co- 
loners charafter, which, obnoxious as it 
Was, I have not yet touched upon ; I mean, 
bis tendernefs to thofe who were under any 

Jpiritual Aiftrefs ; wherein he was indeed 
an example to minijlers in a duty more 
peculiarly theirs, I have feen many ami- 

- able inftances of this myfelf; and I have 
been informed of many others : One of 
which happened about the time of that 
awakening in the weftern parts of Scot- 
land, which I touched upon above j wicn 
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the reverend Mji^ Maclaurin oT Glafgow 
found occafion to witnefs to the great pro- 
priety, judgment, and felicity of manner, 
with which he addrefled fpiriiual confola- 
tion to an afflifted foul, who applied to 
the profefTor, at a time when he had not 
an opportunity immediately to give audi- 
ence to the cafe. And indeed as long ago 
as the year 1726, I find him writing to a 
friend in a ftrain of tendernefs in this re- 
gard, which might well" have become the 
moft affbaionate and experienced paftor. 
He there congratulates him on fome reli- 
gious enjoyments lately received, (in part, 
it feems, by his means.) when among o- 
thers he has this modeft expreffion : ^ If 
' I ha;ve been made any way the means 

* of doing you good, give the whole glory 

* to God ; for he has been willing to fhew 

* that the power w^s entirely of himfelf, 

* fmce he has been pleafed to make ufe of 
Vfo very weak vx inftrument/ In the 
time letter he admoniflies his friend,, that 
he Ihould not be too much furprifed, if 
after having been (as he expreifes it^) up- 
on the mount, he (liould be brought into 
the valley again; and ;-eminds him that 

* we live by faith, and not by fenfible af- 

* furance ;* reprefenting that there are 
fome fuch full communications from God 
3LS feera almoft to fwallow up the aftings 
of faiih, from whence they take their rif^ : 
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* Whereas, when a Chriftian who walks 

* in darknefs, and fees no light, will yet 

* hang "(as it were) on the report of an 

* ab'fent Jesus, and,' as one expreflcs 
it in allufion to the ftory of Jacob and 
Jofeph, * can put himfelf as on thfe cha- 
^ riot of the promifes, to be borne on to 

* Him, whom now he fees not; there may 

* be fublimer and more acceptable aftings 
' of a pure and ftrong faith, than in mo- 

* ments which afford the foul a much more 

* rapturous delight/ This, is the fubftance 
of what he fays in. the excellent letter. 
Some of the phrafes made ufe of might 
not perhaps be intelligible to feveral ' of my 

.. readers, for which reafon I do not exaftly 
tranfcribc them all : But this is plainly and 
fully his meaning, and moft of tbe words' 
are his own. The fcmiment is furely very 
juft and important ; and happy would it be 
for many excellent perfons, who, through 
wrong notions of the nature of faith,, (which 
was never more mifreprefented than now 
among fome,) are perplexing themfelves 
with moft groundlefs doubts and fcruples, if 
it were more generally underftpod, admit- 
ted and confidered. 

§ 139. An endeared friend- who was' 
moft intimately converfant with the Colo- 
nel during the two laft^ years of his life, 
has favoured me with an account of fome 
little circumftanccs relating to him, which 
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I efteem as precious fragments', by which 
the confiftent tenor of his charafter may 
be farther illuflrared. I fliall therefore in- 
fcrt them here, without being very folicL- 
tous as to the order in which they are in« 
troducect, 

§ 140. He perceived himfclf evident- 
ly in a very declining ftate from his firft: 
arrival in Britain, and feemed to enter- 
tain a fixed apprchenfion, that he flioulJ 
continue but a little while longer in life. 
* He expefted death,' fiiys my good cor* 
refponddnt, * and was delighted with the 
' profpeft/ which did not grow Icfs ami- 
able by a nearer approach* The word of 
God, with which he had as intimate an 
acquaintance as mofl men I ever knew, and " 
on which (efpecially on the New Tcfta- 
mem,) I have heard him make many very 
judicious and accurate remarks, was ftill 
his daily ftudy j and it fuinilhed him with 
matter of frequent convrrfation, much to- 
the edification and comfort of thofc that 
Were about him. It w:is recollc-fled, tliat 
among other paiTa-ges he h..d hircly fpokcn 
of the following, as having inade a dec\) 
imprelTion on his mind ! My foul, v/ait tJiou 
only upon Goo. He vrould repeat it again 
and again. Only, Orly, Only! So plainly 
did he fee, and fo deeply did he feel, the 
vanity of creature- con fiJcnces and expec- 
tations* With the firongefi: atteilatiou 
O 2 
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would he often mention thofe words ia 
Ifaiah, as verified by long experience: 

* Thou wilt keep him in perfeft peace, 

* whofe mind is flayed; on thee, becaufc 
' he triifteth in thee/ i^nd with pecufor 
fatisfaftion v/ould he utter thefe heroic 
Words in Habakuk^ which he found armour 
of proof agairifl: every fear and every con- 
tint^ency : ' Though the fig-tree fliall not 

* bloffom, neither fliall fruit be in the 

* vines ; the labour of the olive fliall fail, 

* and the fields fliall yield no meat; the 

* flocks fliall be cut off from the fold, and 

* there fliall be no herd in the fl:alls ; Yet 
' I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in 

* the God of my falvation/ The cxlvth 
pfalm was alfo fpoken of by him with great 
delight, and Dr Watt's verfion of it; as 
well as fevcral other of that excellent per- 
fon's poetical compofiires. My friend who 
tranfmits to me this account, adds the fol- 
lowing words, which I defire to infert 
with the deepeft fentiraents of unfeigned 
humility and felf-abafement before^oD, 
as moil unworthy the* honour of contribu- 
ting in the leaft degree to the joys and graces 
of one fo much my fuperior Jn every part 
of the Chriftian character. * As the#joy 

* with which good inen fee the happv 
fruits of their labours, makes, a part of 

* the prefent reward of the fervants of 
^ QoD nnd the friends of Jesus, it mull ] 



\ 
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* not be omitted, even in a letter to voir 

* that your Ifirltual hymns were an.ong* 

* his mofl delightful and foul-improving 

* repafts ; particularly thcfc, on beholding 

* .tr^nfgreffors with grief, and Christ's 

* liieflage/ What is added concerning 
my book of the rife and.progrcfs of rcli- 

I gion, and the terras in which he exprcired' 
[ h i efteem of it, I cannot fufFer to pafs my 
pen ; only defire moft fmccrely to blefs 
God, that efpecially by the lall chapters 
of that treatife, I had an opporrunity at fo 
great a diftance of exhibiting fomc cilices 
of Chriftian friendfliip to. this exellent per- 
fon in the clofing fccncs of life; which ic 
would have been my greateft joy to have 
performed in perfon, had Providence per- 
mitted me then to have been near him* 
_ § 141. The former of thofe hymns my 
correfpondent mentions, as having been fo 
agreeable to Colonel Gardiner, I have given 
the Reader above, at the end of Seft. loi. 
The latter, which [s- called Christ's uief- 
fage, took its rife from Luke iv. 18, & feq. 
asd is as follows ; 

Hatk f; the glad found ! The Saviour coraes^ 
* The Saviour promiPd long ! 
Let ev'ry heart prepare r. dirone, 
, ' An4 tv'ry voice a fong. 

Q.3 
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"^ i 

On him the Spirit, largely pour'd, 

Exerts its facred fire : 
Wifdom, and miglit, and Zeal, and love. 

His holy breaft infpire. 

III. 

He comes, the prisoners to releafe. 

In Satan's bondage held : 
The gates of brafs before him burft. 

The iron fetters yeild, 

. IV. 

He comes from thickeft films of vice 

To clear the mental ray, 
And on the eye- balls of the blind 

To pour ccleftid day,* 

•V, ■ ^. 

He comes, the broken heart to bind^ 

The bleeding foul to cure ; 
And with the treafures of his grace 

T' .enrich the humble poor. 

■ VI. 

His filver trumpets publifh loud 

The Jub'lee of the Lord^ 
Our debts are all remitted now„ , 

Our heritage reftor'd. 

VII. 
Our glad hofatmahs. Prince of pcaccj. 
Thy welcome fhall proclaim; 

* This ftahza is moflly bonowed fVom Mr Po^ 

. .1; 
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And heaven's €t€mal arches ring 
With thy beloved name. 

§ 142. There is one hyma more I (hall 
beg leave to add, plain as it is, which Co- 
lonel Gardiner has been fieard to mention 
with particular regard, as expreffing the 
inmoft-fentiments of hisfotri; and they 
• were undoubtedly fo in the laft rational 
■^rn'oments of his expiring life. It is called, 
Christ precious to the believer ; and was 
compofed to l)e fung after a fermon on 

I Pet, ii. 7. 

'i 

I- ^ 

Jesus ! I love thy channtii|; fiame, 

'Tis mnfic to my ear : . 
Fain would I Ibund it out £> loml 

That earth aod heav*n (hould hear» 

n. 

¥cs, thou art precious to mj fouI> 

My tranlport and my truft ; 
Jewels to thee are gaudy toys. 

And gold is fordid duift. 

Ill, ^ 

All my capacious pow'rs can wifli^ 

la thee moft richly meet : , "*' 

Kor to my eyes is life fo dear, 

Nor friendfliip half lb (weet. 

IV. 
Thy grace ftill dweUs vtpon rrjy hear^ 
. ' And fteds its fragrance there I 
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The nobleft balm of all its wounds> 
The cordiAl of* its care* 

' V. . 

Pll fpcak the honours of thy name 

With my la ft laboring breath i * I 

Then rpecchlefs clafp ihee in my arms. 

The antidote of deaths 

§ 143. Thofe who were intimate witb ' 
Colonel Gardiner muft have obferved how j 
ready he was to give a devotional turn to ! 
any fubjeft that occurred. And in particu-* 
lar, the fpiritual and heavenly difpofition of | 
his foul difcovered itfelf in the refleftions 
and improvements which he made, when 
reading hiftory ; in which he took a great 
deal of pleafure, as perfons remarkable for 
there knowledge of mankind, and obferva- 
tion of providence, generally do. I have 
aninftance of this before me, which, tho' 
too natural to be at- aH furprifing, will I 
dare fay be pleafing to the devout mind. 
He had been juft rea:ding in Rollings extraft 
from Xenophon, the anfwer which the lady 
ofTigranes made, when all the company 
were extolling Cyrus, and expreffing the 
admiration with which his appearance and 
behaviour ftruck them : The queftion be- 
ing a^ed her. What {he thought ofhim I 
file anfwered, I don*t know, I did not ob- 
fcrve him. On what then, feid oBt of the 
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/comp^.ny, did you fix your attention ? On 
him, replied ftie, (referring to the generous 
fpeech which her hufband had jull made,) 
who faid he woiild give a thoufand lives to . 
ranfom' my liberty. * Oh/ cried the Co- 
lonel, when reading it, ' -how ought wc 

* to fix our eyes and hearts on Hira, who 
^ * not in offer, but in reality, gave his owa 
^ * precious life to ranfom us from the moft 

V dr<«adful flavery, and from eternal de- 

* ftruftion !* But this is only one inftance 

* among . a thoufand. His heart was fo ha- 
. bitually fet upon divine things, and he had 

fiich a , permanent and overflowing fcnfe of 
the love of Christ, tliat he could not 
' forbear connefiing fuch refle6tion« wnth a 
multitude of more diftant occafions occuring 
in daily life, where lefs advanced Chriftians 
Would not have thought of them : And thus 
like our Great Maftcr, he made every little 
incident a fource of devotion, and an inftru*- 
ment of holy zeaU 

§ 144/ Enfeebled as his conf^itution was, 
he was ftill intent on improving his time to 
fome valuable purpofes : And when his 
friends expoftulated^v/ith him, that he gave. 
his body fo little reft, he ufcd to anfwer, 
* It wiH reft long enough in the grave.' 

§ 145. The July before his death, he' 
\v*as perfuaded to take a journey to Scarbo-. 
rough for the recovery of his health \ from 
Viiiich he was at leaft 'encouraged to expeft 
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fome little revival. After this' he had 
^ thoughts of going to London, and defigned 
to have fpent part of September at Nor- 
thampton. The expeftaiion of this was 
mutually agreeable ; but Providence faw 
fit to difconcert the fcheme. His love for 
his friends in thefe parts occafion.ed him to 
cxprefs fome regret oh his being commati- 
ed back ; and I am pretty confident, from 
the manner in which he exprelTed Irimfelf 
in one of his lafl letters to me, that he had 
fome more important reafons for wifhing 
an opportnity of making a London journey 
juft at that crifis, which the reader will 
remember was before the rebellion brqkc 
out : But as Providence determined it o- 
otherwife, he acquiefced ; and I am well fa- 
tisfied, that could he have diftinftly fore- 

_ feen the approachinjj event, fo far as it 
concerned his own pcrfon, he would have 

* cfteeme9 it the happieft fummons he ever 
received. While he was at Scarborougli, 
I find by ?. letter dated from thence, July 
26th 1745, that he had been informed of 
the gaiety which fo unfeiifonably prevailed 
at Edinburgh, where great multitudes were 
then fpending their time in balls, affemblies, 
and others gay amufements, little mindful 
' of the rod of Goi> w^hich was then hang- 
ing over them ; on which" occafion ,he hath 
this expreiTion: * I am greatly furprifed 
* that the people of Edinburgh fliould be 



i 
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* employed in fuch foolifh diverfions when 

* our fituation is at prcfent more melan- 

* choly than ever I faw it in my hfe. But 

* ther^ is one thing which I am very furc 

* of that comforts me, .viz. that it (hall 

* go well with tbe righteous, come what 
' will/ 

§ 146. Quickly after his return home, 
the- flame burft out and his regiment was 
[ ordered ta Stirling. It was in the caftle 
there that his lady and eldeft daughter 
enjoyed the laft happy hours of his com- 
pany ; and I think it was about eight or 
ten days before his death that he parted 
i from them there. A remarkable circum- 
\ ftance attended that parting, which hath 
\ been touched upon by furviving friends m 
I more then one. of their letters to me. His 
Lady was fo affefted when (he took her 
i laft leave of him, that fhe could not for- 
bear burfting out into a flood of tears, with 
|- other marks, of unufuaP emotion. And 
I when he aiked her the reafon, fhe urged 
the apprehenlion ihe had of lofing fuch an' 
invaluable' frrehd, amidft the danger^ to 
. which he was then called cut, as a very 
fuflficient apology. Upon which ftie took 
particular notice, that whereas he had ge- 
nerally comforted her on fuch occafions-, 
by pleading with her that remarkable hand 
of providence, which had fo frequently in* 
former inftances been exerted for Jais pre- 
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fcrvation, and that in the greateft extremity, 
he faid nothing of it now, but oaly repliedy 
in his fententious manner, ' We have an 

* eternity to fpend together.* 

§ 147. That heroic contempt of death, 
\rhich iiad often difcovered itfelf in the 
midft of former dangers, .was manificfted 
now in his diftourfe with fevefal of his 
moft intimate friends. I have referved for 
this place one genuine expreifion of it ma- 
ny years before, wjiich I thought might be 
mentioned with fome advantage here. In 
July 1725, he had been fent to fome place, 
npt far from Hamilton, to quell a mutiny 
among fome of our troops. I know not 
the particular oceafion ; but I remember 
to have heard him mention it as fo fierce 
a one,, that he fcarce ever apprehended 
himfelfin a more hazardous circumftance. , 
Yet he quelled it by his prefence alone, 
and the expoftulations he ufcd, evidendy 
putting his life into his hand to do it. The 
particulars of the ftory ftruck me muclij 
but I do not fo exafty remember them, as 
to venture to relate them here. I only ob- 
fierve, that in a letter dated July i6th 
that year, which I h.ive now before me, 
and which ^idently refers to this event, 
he writes thus ; ' I have been very bufy, 

* hurried about ' from place to place ; bur, 
*- bleffed be God, all is over , without 
^ bloodilied. And pray let me ailc, What 
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* made you fhew fo much concern for 

* me in your laft ! Were you afraid I 

* ihoiild get to heaven before you ? Or 

* can any evil befall thofe who are follow- 
' tx% of that which is good * ?* 

§ 148. And as.thefe Wer his fentiraents 
in the vigour of his dgiys, fo neither did 
declining years and the infirmities of a bro- 
ken conftitution on the one hand, nor any 
defires of enjoying the honours and profits 
of fo high a ftation, or* (what was much 
more to him,) the converfe of the moft 
affeftionate of wives, and fo many amiable 
children and friends, on the other, enervate 
his fpirits in the lead : But as he had in for- 
mer years often expreffed it to me and 
feveral others, as his defire, * That if it 

* I doubt fiot but this will remind fome of my 
readers of that noble fpeech of Zuinglius, when 
(accordipg to the ufage of that country,) attending 
his flock to a battle in which their religion -and li- 
berties were all at ftake, on his receiving a mortal 
wound by a ballet, of which he foon expired. While 
his friends were all in the firft aftoniihirifnt of grief, 
he bravely faid, as he was dying, * Ec^uid hoc in- 

* fortunii ! is this to be reckoned a misfortune \^ 
How many of our Deifts would have celebrated fuch 

*Uent€nce, if it had come from the lips of an an- 
cient Roman? Strange, that the name of Christ 
feould be fo odious, that the brighteft virtues of his 
followers (iiould be defpiied- for bis fake ! but fo it 
is, and fo our Mafter told us it would 'be : And 
our faiih is ia this connexion coufirm:d by tholic 
tlut ftrive oioft to overthrow i:. " 

R 
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^^ were the will of God, he might hav€ 

* fomc honourable call to facrifice his life 
' ia defence of religion and the libenies 

* of his country ;' fo when it appeared 
to him moft probable that he might be caU 
led to it immediately, he riiet the fummons 
'With the greateft readinefs. This appears 

, in parf from a letter which he wrote to 
the Reverend Mr Adams of Falkirk, juft 
as he was on marching from Stirling, 
which was only eight days before his 
death: ' The rebek,* fays he, \ are 

* advancing to crofs the Firth ; but I 

* truft in the Almighty God, who doth 

* whitfoever he pleafes in the armies of 

* heaven, and among the inhabitants of 

* the earth/ And the Tame gentlemaiT 
tells me, that a few days after the date of 
this, he marched through Falkirk with his 
regiment \ sind though he was then in fo 
languiihing a ftate, that he needed his af- 
fiftance as a fecretary to write foj fomc rein- 
forcement, which might put it in^his power 
to make a ftand, (as he was very defirous 
to have done,) "he exprcffed a moft genuine 
and noble contempt of life, when to be ex- 
pofed in the defence of a worthy caufe. 

§ 149. Thefe fentimentS; wrought in 

him to the laft in the moft eiFeftiial man- 

ner : and he feemed for a while t^ have 

^1 infufed them kito the regiment which he 

commanded : For they expreffcd fuch a 
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fpirit in their march from Stirling, that 
I am affured the Colonel was obliged to 
exert all. his aothority to prevent their 
making inciirfions on the rebel army, 
which then lay very near them ; and had 
it been thought proper to fend him the re- 
inforcement he requefted, none can fay 
what the eonfequence might have been : 
but he was ordered to march as faft as pof- 
fible, to meet Sir John Cope's forces at 
Dunbar, which he did : And that hafty re- 
I treat, in concurrence with the news which 
I they foon after receivefi of the furrender 
of Edinburgh to the rebels, (either by the 
treachery or weaknefs of- a few, in oppo-^ 
fition to the judgment of by far the greater 
and better part of the inhabitants,) ftruclc 
i pannic into 'both the regiments of dra- 
goons, which Became vifible in fome very 
apparent and femarkablc circumftances in 
their behaviour, which I forbear to relate. 
1'his afFefted Colonel Gardiner fo much, 
fliat on the Thurfday before the fatal ac- 
tion at Prefton-Pans, he intimated to an 
officer of co^fiderable rank and note, (from 
whom I had it by a very fure channel of 
conveyance,) that he expected the event 
Would be, as in faft it was. In this view 
: ibere is all imaginable reafon to believe he 
^iad formed his refolution as to his own 
wcrfonal conduft, which was, ' that he 
f Would not, in cafe of the flight of thofe 
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' under his command, retreat with them;'' 
by uhich, as it feemed, he was reafonably 
apprehenfive, he might have ftamed the ho- 
nour of his former ferviccs, and have given 
fome occafion for the enemy to have fpokea 
reproachfully. He much rather chofe, if 
Providence gave him the call, to leave in 
his death an example of fidelity and brav- 
^cry, which. might very probably be, (as 
in faft-it fcenis indeed to have been,) of 
much greater importance to his country, 
than any other fervice which in the few 
days of remaining life he could expeft to 
render it/ I conclude thefe to have been 
his views, not only from what I knew of 
his general charafter and'temp^r, but like- 
wife from fome intimations which he gave 
to avety worthy perfon from ' Edinburgh^ 
who vifited him the day before the aftion j. 
to whom he faid, * I cannot influence the 
/ condjiiS of others as I could^ wifli, but 
* I have one life to facrifice to my couu- 
^ try^s fafety, and I {hall not fparc it j' or 
words to- that eflfefti 

§ 150. I have heard fiich a multitude 
of inconfiftent reports of the cifcumftances 
of Colonel Gardiner^s death, that I had al- 
moft defpaired of being able to give iny 
reader any particular fatisfaSjon concerning 
fo interefting a fcenc : but by a happy ac- 
cident I 'have very, lately had an opportu- 
nity of being exa&ly informed af the whole,. 
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by that brave man Mr John Fofter, his 
faithful . fcrvant, (and worthy of the ho- 
nour of ferving fuch a mafter,) whom I 
had feen with him at my houfc fomc years 
before. He attended him in his laft hours, 
and gave me the' narration at large ; which 
he would be ready, if it were requifite, to 
att(^ft upon oath. From his mouth I wrote 
it down ^ith the utmoft exafinefs, and 
cbuld eafily believe, from the genuine and 
affeftionatc manner in which he related the 
particulars, that, according to his own ftri- 
king expreffion, ' his eye and his heart were 

• always upon his honoured Mafter during 

* the whole time*/ , 

§ 151. On Friday September 20th, (the ' 
day before the "battle which tranfmit- ' 
ted him to his immortal crown,) when the * 
whole army was drawn up, I think about 
noon j the Colonel rode through all the" 
raoks of his own regiment, addreffing them 
at once in the mofl: rcfpeftful and anima- ' 
ting, manner, both as foldiers and as Chri- ' 

* Juft as I am putting the laft hand to thefe me- " 
nipirs, March 2. l746,-7> I have met with a corpd- 
nil in Colonel Lafcclles's regiiivent, who was alfo an 
cyc-witnefs to, what happcaed at Prefto^ Pans oii 
the day of the b ittle and the day before : And die 
account he has given me of fomc memorable parti- 
culars is fo cxa^ly agreeable to that which 1 recei- 
ved from Mr Fofter, that it would much corroborate 
li»s teftimony, if there were not fo many other con- 
fiderattons to i«nder it convincijig. 
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ftians, to engage them to exert themfelves 
courageoufly in the fervice of their coun- 
try, and to negleft nothing that might have 
a tendency to prepare them for whatever 
event might happen. They feemed much 
affcftcd with the addrefs, and expreffed a 
, very ardent defire of attacking - the enemy 
( immediately ; A defire, in which he and an* 
other very gallant officer of diftinguiftied 
rank, dignity^ and charafter, both for bra- 
very and conduft, would gladly have gra- 
tified them, if it had been in the power of 
either. He earneftly-preffed it on the com- 
manding officer j both as the fbldiers were 
then in better fpirits than it could be fup- 
pofed they wouM be after having paffed 
the night under arms ; and alfo as the cir- 
cutnflance of making an attack would be 
fome encouragement to them, and probably 
feme terror to the enemy, who would have 
had the difadvantage of ftanding on the 
defence: A difadvantage, with which thoft 
wild barbarians {for fuch mofl of ' them 
were) perhaps would have been more 
flruck than better difciplined troops ; efpe- 
cially when they fought againfl the laws 
of their country too. He alfo apprehend- 
ed, that by marching to meet them^ fome 
advantage might have been fecured with 
regard to the ground j with which it is 
natural to imagine he muft have been per- 
fc^aiy acquainted, as it lay jufl at his own 



door, and he had rode over it fp many, 
hundred, times. When I mention thefe 
things, I do not pretend to' be capable of 
judging how far this advice was on the^ 
whole right. A variety of circumftances,, 
tome unknown, might make it otherwife. 
It is certain, however, that it was brave. 
But it was over-ruled in this refpeft, as it 
alfo was in the difpofition of the 'cannon, 
which he would have had planted in the 
centre of our fjnall army, rather than juft 
before his regiment, which was in the right 
wing ; where he was " apprehenfivc that 
the horfes, which had not been in any en- 
gagement before, might be thrown into 
forae diforder by the difcharge fo very 
near them. He urged this the more, as he* 
thought the attack of the rebels might 
probably be made on the centre of the iboty 
where^ he knew there were fome brave 
men^ on whofe ftariding he thought under 
God the fuccefs of the day depended. 
When he. found that he could not carry 
either of thefe points, nor forae others, 
which out of regard to the common fafety 
he infifted upon with fome unufual earneft- 
nejs, he dropped fome intimations of the 
confequences which he apprehended, and 
which did in faft follow ; and fubmitting 
to Providence, fpent the remainder of the 
day in making as good a difpofition as cir« 
cumftances would allow*. 

• Several of. thefe circumftances hare fincc bce» 
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§ 152. He contkied ail night, under 
ajrms, wi:appe<i up in his clock, and gene- 
rally iheltcred under a rick of barley which' 
happened to be in the field. About three ^ 
in the morning he called his domeftic fer- 
vants to him., of which there wer« four in- 
waiting. He difmifled three* of them, with - 
mod afFeftlonate Chriftian advice, and fuch 
fblemn cTiarges relating to the performance 
" of their duty and the care of their fouls, as 
feemcd plainly to intimate that he appre- 
hended it at leaft very probable he was ta- 
king his laft farewell of them*- There is- 
great reafon to believe, that he fpent the 
little remainder of the time, which could 
not be much above an hour, in thofe devote 
c^ercifes of foul, which had fo long becti- 
habitual to him; and to which fo many 
circumftances did then concur to callhini. - 

confirmed by the concurrent teftimbpy of another 
very credible perfon, Mr Robert Douglas, (now 
^a furgeon in the navy, who was- a volunteer at 
Edinburgh juft before the rebels entered the place, • 
• vho faw Colonel Gardiner come* froni Haddington 
to the field of battle ihe day before the adion in a 
cbaife, -being (as from that circumftance he fuppofed,) 
in fo weak a ilate that he could not well endure the 
fatigue of riding on horfeback. He observed Colo • 
Del Gardiner in difcourfe with (everal officers tb^ 
evening before the engagement ; at wkich time it 
was afterwards reported he gave his advice to at- 
tack the rebels ; and when it wa si over- ruled, he af- 
terwards faw the Colonel walk by bimfelf in a very • 
peniive manner* 
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The army was alarmed by break of day. 
By the noife of the rebels approach, at;d 
the attack was made before fun-rife, yet 
when it was light enough to- difcern what 
paflcd. As foon as the enemy came within 
gunfliot they made a furious fire ; and it is 
faid, that the dragoons -which conftituted' 
the left wing immediately fled. The Ca^^ 
Jonel at the beginning of the onfet, which 
in the whole lajfled but a few minutes, re- 
ceived a wound by a bullet in his left breaft, 
which made him give a fu3den fpring ia 
his faddle ; upon which his fervant^ who 
had led the horfe, would have perfuaded 
him to retreat : But he faid it was only a. 
wound in the flelh ; and fought on, though 
be prcfently after received a (hot in his^ 
right thigh. In the mean time, it was dif* 
cerned, that fome of the enemy, fell by 
him; and partrcularly one rqan, who had 
made him a treacherous vifit but a few 
days before^ with great profeiEons of zeal 
for the prefent eftabUfliment. 
• § 153. Events of this kind pafs in lefs' 
time than .the defcription of thtm can be. 
written, or than it cam be read. The Colo- 
nel was for a few moments fupported by 
his men, and particularly by that worthy per* 
fon Lieutenant Colonel Whitney, who was 
fhot thro' the arm here, and a few months 
^fter fell nobly in the battle of Falkirk; 
and by Lieutenant Weft, a man of diftin-?. 
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guiflied bravery ; as alfo by about fifteen' 
dragoons, who uood by him to the laft. But 
after a feint fire, the regiment in general 
was feizcd witli a pannic ; and though their 
ColgncI and fomc other gallant officers did 
what they could' to rally them, once or 
twice, they at laft took a precipitate flight : 
And juft in the moment when Colonel Gar- 
ifiner feemed to be making a paufe, to dc-p 
liberate what duty required him to do in 
fuch a circumftance, an accident happened, , 
which muft, I think, in the judgment of 
every worthy and generous man, be. allowed 
a fulEcient apology for expofing his life to 
fo great hazard, when his regiment had left 
him*. He faw a party of the- foot, who 
were then bravely fighting near him, and 
whom he was ordered" to fupport, had no 

• The Colonel, who was well acquainted with 
military. hiUory, might pofiihly lemeniber, that ia- 
the battle of Blenheim, the ilhiftrious' Prince Eu- 
gene, when the horfe of ihe wing he ccmmanded 
Bad run away thrice, charged at the head of the foot, 
and thereby greatly contributed to the glorious fuc- 
ct(i of the day. At lead fuch an example may con- 
duce to vindicate that noble ardour, which, amidft all^ 
the applaufes of his country, fome have been fo cool 
and fo critical as to blame. For my own part, I 
thank Go0« that 1 am' not called to apologise for 
his following his troops in their flight, which 1 fear 
would have been a much harder tafk, and which, 
dear as he was to me, would have grieved ftie much 
more than his death, with thefe heroic circumflaoctl' 
attending it. 
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officer to head them ; upon which he faid 
eagerly, in the hearing of the perfon from 
whom I had this account, ' Thofe brave 

* fellows would be cut to pieces for want 

* of a commander ;* or words to that cf- 
feft : Which while he was fpeaking, he 
rode up to them,, and cried out aloud, * Fire 

* on, my lads, and fear nothing/ But 
juft as the words were out of , his mouth, 
a highlander advanced towards him with a 
fcythe faftened to a long pole, with which 
he gave him fuch a deep wound on his right 
arm, that his fword dropped but of his 

' hand ; and at the fame time feveral others 
<ioming about him, >yhilc he was thus dreads 
fully intangled with that cruel weapon, he 
was dragg^ off from his horfe. The mo- 
flicnt he fell, another highlander, who, if 

i. the king's evidence at Carlifle may be cre- 

' dited, (as I know not why they (hould not, 
(ho* the unhappy creature died ddnying it,) 
^\as one Mac-Naught, who was executed 
about a year after, gave him a (Iroke, ei- 
ther with a broad-fword or a Lochaber- 
axe, (for my informant could not exaftly 
diftinguifti,) on the hinder part of his head, 
which was the mortal blow. All that his 
faithful attendant faw farther at this time 
Was, that his hat was fallen off, he took 

, it in his left hand, and waved it as a fignal 
to. him to reiroat ; and added, what were 
the laft words he ever, hcardhim fpeak. 
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* Take care of yourfclf :* Upou whkli 
the fervant retired. 

§ 154. It was reported at Edinburgh 
on the day of the battle, by what feemed 
a confulerable authority, that as the Colo- 
nel lay in his wounds, he faid to a chief of 
the oppofite fide, * You are fighting for 

* an earthly crown, I am going to receive 

* an heavenly one;' or fomething to that 
purgofe. When I preached the ifermon,. 
long fmce printed, on occafion of his death, 
I had great reafon to believe this report 
was true, though before the publication of 
it I began to be in doubt : And on the 
whole, after the mod accurate inquiry I 
could poffibly make at this diftance, I can- 
Hot ' get any convincing evidence of it. 
Yet I mufl: here obferve, that it does not 
appear irapoffible, that fomething of this 
kind might indeed be uttered by him; as 
his fervant teftifies, that he fppke to him 
after receiving that fatal blow, which, would 
feem moft likely to have taken away t^c 
power of fpeceh; and it is certain, he 
lived feveral hours after he fell. If there- 
fore any thing of this kind did happen, it 
mud have been juft about this inftant. But 
as to the ftory of his being taken prifoncr, 
and carried to the pretended Prince, (who 
by the way afterwards rode his horfe, and 
catered upon it into Derby,) with feveral 
other circumftances which were grafted 
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upon interview, there is the mod undout 
cd evidence of its falfehood ! For his a 
tendant mentioned above, affures me th 
he himfelf immediately fled to a mill, 
the diftance of about two miles from tl 
•fpot of ground on which the colonel fe 
where he changed his drefs, and difguif< 
like a miller's - fervant, returned with 
cart as foon as poffible; which yet w 
not till near two hours after the eng^ 
ment. The hurry of the aftipn was ^\ 
pretty well over, and he found his muc" 
honoured mafter not only plundered 
his watch and other things^ of value, b 
alfo ftripped of his upper garments ar 
boots, yet ftill breathing: And adds, th 
though he were not capable of fpeech, y 
On taking hhn up he opened .his eye 
which makes it fomething queftionab 
Whether he was altogether infenfiblc. 
ihis condition, and in this manner, he co 
veycd him to the church of Tranent, fro 
whence he was immediately taken into tl 
tninifter*s houfe, and laid in bed, whe: 
he continued breathing, and frequent 
groaning, till about eleven in the fyr 
il6on, when he took his final leave of pa 
and forrow, and undoubtediy rofe to tho 
diftinguiflied glories which are refervt 
for thofe who have been fo eminently ar 
remarkably /tf/V)&/«/ unto death. 
§. 155. From the moment in which! 
S 
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fell, it was no longer a battle, but a rem 
and carnage. The cruelties which the 
Rebels (as it is generally faid, under the 
command of Lord Elcho), inflifted oh fomc 
of the Jking*s troops after they had alkcd 
quarter, are dreadfully legible on the coun- 
tenances, of many who furvived it. They 
entered Colonel Gardiner's houfe before 
he was carried off from the field ; and, not- 
withftanding the ftrick orders which the un- 
happy B^uke of Perth Cwhofe conduft is faid 
tOt have been very humane in many inftan- 
*^^)5 g^Lvc to the contrary, every thing 
of ^ value was plundered, to the very cur- 
tains of the beds and hangings of the 
rooms. His papers were . all thrown into 
jhe wildeil diforder, and his houfe made 
a hofpital for the reception of thofe who 
were wounded in the aftion. 

§ 156., Such was the clofe of a life 
which had been fo zcaloufly devoted to 
God, and filled up with fo many honour- 
able fervices. This was the death of bim 
who had been fo highly favoured by Gon, 
in the method by which he was brought 
back to him. after fo long and fo great an 
eftrangement, and in the progrefs of fo 
many years, during which (in the expref- 
five phrafe of tne moil ancient of writers), 
he had walked with him ; to fall as 
God threatened the people of his wrath 
,they. ihould do, zvith tumult^ with Jhouting^ 
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dnd with the found of the trumpet ^ (Amos 
ri. 2.) Several other very worthy, and 
fbme of them very eminent perfons, fliarcd 
. the fame fate, either now in the battle of 
Prefton-pans, or quickly after ia that of 
I Falkirk* ! Providence no doubt permitting 
it to eflablifli oiir faith in the rewards of an 
invifible world, as well as to teach us to 
\ceafefrom mariy and fix our dependance on an' 
Almighty arm. 

§. 157. The remains of this Chrifiian 
iero, (as I believe every reader is now 
\ Convinced he may juflly be called), were 
^jmerred the Tucfday following, Sept. 24th, 
I at the parifti church of Tranent, where 
iKehad ufually attended divine fcrvice,v/ith 
; great folemnity. His obfequies were ho-' 
iK)ured with the prcfence of fome perfons 

• • Of thefc none' were more memorable than thofe 
iHuftrious brothers Sir Robert Munro and Do*5tor 
Munrn, whofc tragical but glorious i'ate was alfo 
fliared qnickty -after, by a third hero of the family, 
Captain Manro of Culcairn, brother to Sir Robsrt • 
and the Doctor, 1 thought of adding fome account 
pf thefe martyrs in ihe caufe of liberty and religion' 
in this place ; but having had the plqifure of recci- 
^i^^g from foir.c very credible and wortlij perfons, 
•to whom tliey v/ere well known, a larger accodnc 
<^f them and their fan;ily» than can conveniently 
he comprehended in a note, I chufeto to make it a di- 
^tin<a article in tlie Appendix, NufJib, III. by which 
^ queftion not but I Ihill oblige every intclhgint and 
generous reader ; and 1 think myfelf very happy to * 
h&vi it in my power to do it. 
S 2 



2o8 Remarkable Paffa^cs in the 

of diftinftion, who were not afraid'cf pay- 
ing that laft piece of refpcft to his memo-, 
ry, tho' the country was then in the hands 
of the enemy. But indeed there was no 
great hazard in this y for his charafter wa^ 
fo well known, that even they themfehes 
fpoke honourably of him, and feemedto 
.^oin with his friends in lamenting the fall 
of fo brave and fo v/orthy a man., • 

Q. 15C. "ihe remoteft pofterity will re- 
r-.:iT:hf r for whom the honour of fubdur 
iiig this i!:inatural and pernicious rebellion 
wag rcferved ; and it will enflear the per- 
fon of the illuftrious Duke of Cumber- 
I.AKD to all but the op^en or fecret abet- 
tors of it in the prefent age, and coDfecratc 
his name to immortal honours an^ong all 
the friends of religion and liberty who fEall 
arife after .us. And- 1 dare fay it will not 
be imagined that I at all derogate from 
his glory, in fuggefting that the naemory 
of that valiant and excfellent perfon, whofc 
memoirs I am no^ concluding, may in 
fome meafure have contributed to that fig- 
nal and complete 'victory with which God 
was pleafed to crown the arms of his Roj- 
al Highriefs : For the force of fuch an ex- 
ample is very animating, and a painful 
confcioufnefs of having deferted fiich a com- 
mander in fuch extremity muft at lead 
awaken, where there was any fpark of ge- 
ncrofity, an earned defire to avenge his 
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dSatS on tliofe who had facrificed his blood, • 
aiid that of fo many other excellent ,per. 
fons, to the views of their ambition,- ra- 
pine, or bigotry. 

§. 159. The refleftions I have made in 
my funeral fermon on my honoured friend, 
and in xht dedication of it to his worthy 
and moft afflifted Lady^ fuperfede many 
things which might otherwife have proper- 

' \y been added here. I conchide therefore, 
with humbly acknowledging the wifdom 
and goodnefs of that awful providence, 
which drew fo thicic a gloom around him 
in the laft hours of his Jife, that the luftre 
of liis virtues might dart through it with a 
'more vivid and obferv^ble raj. It is abun- • 
dant va^xitr oi ihankfulnefs^ that fo fignal ' 
a monnment of grace, and ornament of the 
Chriflian profeffion was raifed in our age 
and country, and fpared for fo many ho- 
nourable and ufeful years. Nor can all the 
tendemefs of the moft affeftionate friend- 

' Ihip, while its forrow^i^ bleed afrefh in the 
view of fo tragicalV fciene', prevent my a- 
doring'the gracious appointment of the 
"great Lord of all events, th^t when the 
day in which he muft have expired without 
an enemy appeared fo very near, the laft 
ehb of his generous blood ftlould be pour- 
ed out, as. a kind oif acred libation^ 16 the 
liberties of his country, and the honour of 
hb God! that all the other virtues of Wm 

S3 
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charafter, embalmed as it were by that* 
precious ftream, might difFufe aTound a- 
more extenfive fragrancy, and be tranf- 
raitted to the mod remote pofterity, with 
that peculiar charm, which they cannot 
but derive from their connexion with/& 
gallant a fall : An event (as. that blefled 
apcjlky of whofe fpirit he fo deeply' drank, 
has exprefl'ed it), according to his earneji 
expectation^ and his hope^ that ' in him 
Christ might be glorijied in all > things y- 
whether by his life pr by his death. . . 
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Relating to the Colon jel*;5 Per/on. 

P\ the midft of fo many more important 
articles, I had really forgot to fay any 
thing oi i\\cperfon of Colonel Gardiner, 

, of which neverthelefs it may be proper 
here to add a word or two. It was, as I 
am informed, in younger life, remarkably 
graoeful.and amiable ; and I can eafily be- 
lieve it, frona what I knew him to b.e when 
our acquaintance began, though -he was 
then turned ^ fifty ^ and had gone through 
fo many fatigues as well as dangers, which 

. could not but leave fome traces on his , 
countenance. He was tall, (I^fuppofe, 
fomething more than fix feet),', well pro- 
portioned, and ftrongly built : His eyes of 
a dark grey, and not very large ; his fore- 
head pretty high j his nofc of a length and 
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and heighth no way remarkable, but verjr' 
well fuited to his other features ; his cheeks 
not very prominent, his mouth moderate-^ 
ly large, and his chin rather a^ litttle incli- 
ning (when I knew hiin) to be peaked. 
He had a ftrbng'voice, and lively accent; 
with an air very intrepid, yet attempered 
with much gentlcnefs : arid there was fome- 
thing in his manner of addrefs more per- 
feftly eafy and obliging, which was in a 
great meafure the refult of the great can- 
dour and benevolence of his natural tem- 
per, and which no doubt 'was much im- 
proved by the deep humility which divine 
grace had wrought into his heart, as well 
as his having been accuftomcd from his 
early youth to the company of perfons of 
diflinguiflied ]*ank and polite behaviour. 
" The pidure of him, which is given at 
tlie beginning of thefe memoirs, was. taken 
from an original done by Van Deeft, (a 
Dutchman, brought into Scotland by Gene- 
ral Wade,) in the year 1727^ which was 
the 40th of his age ; and is faid to have 
been very like him then,' though far from 
being an cxaft refemblance of wh<^t he was 
when I had the happinefs of being acquaint- 
ed with him. Perhaps, he would have ap- 
peared to the greateft advantage of all, 
could he have been exaftly drawn on horje- 
back ; as many very good judges, and a- 
mong the reft, the celebrated Monf, • Fau- 
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bert liimfelf, have fpoken of him as. one 
of .the completefl: horfemen that has ever ^ . 
been known : And there was indeed fome- 
thing fo fingularly graceful in his appear- 
ance in that attitude, that it was fufficient 
(as what is very eminent in its kind gene- 
rally is), to ftrike an eye not formed on any. 
critical rules. 
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No. n. 

. POETICAL' PIECES 

ON T Ji E 

DEARTH of COLONEL GARDINER. 

SCT animating a fubjeft as the death of 
fuch a man, in fuch circumltanccs, ha& 
occafioned a great deal of poetry. Some 
of this has already been publilhed ; efpc- 
cially one large compofition, faid to be 
done by a worthy clergyman in LincQlnJhire^ 
in which there are many excellent lines and 
aoble fentiments : But I rather chiife to re- 
fer to the piece hfelf than to infert any ex- 
trafts from it here. It may be more expe- 
dient to oblige my reader with the follow- 
ing copy ofverfes^ and an Elegiac poem^ com" 
pofcd by two of my valuable friends, whdfe' 
names are annexed. I could noi , prefume 
to attempt any thing of this kind myfclf, 
becaufe Iknew that nothing Iwas capable 
of writing could properly ejfprefs my fenfe 
of his worth, or defcribfe.the tenderncfs of 
my friendftiip ; the fentiments of which will, 
(as I aiTuredly , believe), mingle themfelves- 
with the laft ideas which pafs through my 
mind in this world, and perhaps with fome 
of the firfl' which may open upon it in thac: 
which is to come. 
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VERSES 

, ^ ON THE 

DEArH of COLONEL GARDINER. 

By the Rev. Mr, Benjamin Sowden. 

^uij Defidertojit Pudor^ aut MaduSf 

Tarn chart Capitis ? HoR. 

GOULD Piety perpetuate human breath, 
Or fliicld one mortal from the (hafts of Death, 
Thou ne'er, illuftrious man ! thou ne'er hadft beea 
A palid corpfe on Prefton's fatal plain. 
Or Qould her hand, tho'^ impotent to fave 
Confummate worth, redeeem it from the grave, 
Soon would thj um refign its facred trull. 
And recent life reanimate thj duft. ♦ 

But vain the wifti — The favage hand of \^r«— 
Oh how fliall words the mournful tale declare ! 
Too foan- the news afflidled fricndfliip hears. 
Too foon, alas I confirmed her boding fears. 

$truck with the found, unconfcious of redrefs, 
■ She felt thy wounds, and wept fevere diftrefs, 
A while diffolvd in trucelefs grief fhe lay, " 

Which left thee to relentlefs rage a prey. 

Atlength kind Fame fufpends our heaving fighs, 
And wipes the fgrrows from oiir flowing eyes 5 
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Gives us to know, thine exit well fuppljM 

Thofe blotning laurels Vidory deny'd, 

When thy great foul fuppref'd each timid Aoan, 

And foar'd triumphant in a dying groan, 

Thy fall, which raised, now calms each wild com- 

plaint, 
Thy fall, which join'd the hero to the faint. 

As o'er th' expiring lamp the quiv'ring flaxije 
Colle6^s itsxluflre in a brighter gleam. 
Thy virtues, glimtn'ring on the verge of night, 
Thro' the dim (hade difFus'd celeftial light ; 
A radiance, death or time can ne'er deftroy, 
Th' aufpicious omen of eternal joy. 

. Hence ev'ry unavailing grief ? No more 
As haplefs thy removal we deplore. 
Thy gufhing veins, in every drop they bleed^ 
Of patriot warriors fhed the fruitlefs feed. 
Soon (hall the ripen'd harveft rife in arms 
To crufli Rebellion's infolent alarms. 

While profp'rous moments footh'd thro* life 
his way, 
Conceal'd from public view the hero lay : 
But when affliftion clouded his decline, 
It not eclips'd, but made his honours fhine; 
Gave them to beam confpicuous frotn thegloonH 
And plant unfading trophies round his tomb. 

So ftars are loft amidft the blaze of day j 
But when the fun withdraws his golden ray, 
^Refulgent thro' th' etherial arch they roll. 
And gild the wide Gxpanfe fi'om pole to pole. 
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An ELEGY on the Death of the truly, 
pious and brave Colonel James 
GARDiN^Ek, who was flain by the 
Rebel Forces, Sept. 21. , 1745, in 
the fatal A<5lion at PreJion-^Pans. 

By the Rev. Mr Tbomaf Gibbons^ 



Nanis dutn duelli latior^ hoflics 

'Opprobriorum murmura vindice 
Excufat cnfe^ barbdrarum 
Immoniuus agger ihus eohortum \ 
Prafe^la tandevp colla volubili 

Lapfu reclindt, Sedfamuia props 
Decufque^ prajignifque virtus^ 
Semianimemjubiere dextra : 

Moxy expedith cor pore mambuf, 

Deprctl'tatrix gloria Jiderum 

Oceurrit^ etfiilvo reclineM, . 
Irejubetfuper aftra curnu 



^ 
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1. 



^*^ME, Melancholy ! from the ftony cave, 
^^ The fcoop of Time for thee has 'made 
Under the broad cliflF's fliade, - 
Upon the naked fhore, 
Where warring tempefts roar 
la concert with the hoarfe-refounding wave : 
T 
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Come, but with folemn gait. 
With trickling eyes, 
And heavy fighs. 
And all ;th' fcutchoon'd pomp of fate ; 
A^d bring with thee the cyprefs. and the yew, 
AU bathM and dropping with the mortal dew^ 
' To this fequefter'd bow'r; 
And let the midnight hour 
Bfe hung in deeper glooms by thee, 
And bid each gay idba.fl«e : 
While all the bsdeful images of wo, 
That Haunt the marble buft, 
Oe hover Tound fepalbher'd:diift, 
With (^pfcious horrors all my fool overflow. 
For *tis no vulgar death 
Uraifia means to moom ; \i ' 

Bttt in a doleftil ftraiiVv*4f^" * 
She bids thfc harp comphm,^ 
And hangs the fttn'ral wreath . 
OnG^rd'ner's awful, urn* 



11. 

Gard'ner ! what various, fatne • 

For even-crowns thy ntme ? 
N€*r is it poifible to fay. 
Or if the faint*s, or hero's ray 
Shone brighteft in that blended blaze, 
That form'd thine ample round of praifer' ' 
Like Mofes on thefacred hill,» 
How haft thou ftood with pleading tjts^ 
Outftretching hands, ani fervent cries, 
Unweary'd wreftler with the flaies ! 
Till heav'n, refponfive to thy will,. 
Would all thy largeft wilhes fill j 
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Till the higb-brtrndifti'd bolt afide was thrown, 
^i^d the full blefSng ftreafii'd in filver murmurs 
down. 
i -Nor leis a Jofliiia/than a Mofes thou ; 

For oft iirLibeTty*8 high ftrife 
Haft thou exposM thy genVous life, 
And with impatient ?irdors on thy brow 
RuihM foreinoft in the horrid van of fight^ 
I>riying the troops of Tyranny to flight, • 
Unftiaken in the noble caufe 
[ Tcy pluck her WotDdy f«ttg3» imA break her iron 
Jaws. 
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When Anna fent her choftn chief> ,. 
Viftorious Marlborough, ^ 

. To Europe's groans to give relief'* ' 

' In Bourbon's overthrow ; 
RenownM Ramilia's tented field, 
Where- Gallia dropt her idle fliield,^^ 
Arid to the Britifli ftandard kneel'd,!''^ 
Beheld young Gard'ner there. 
Young Gard'ner ! where the combat mow'f 
The falling ranks, and widely flrow'9L 

;Deftru6lion and defpair, 
Wielded ferene his youthful arms, 
And, kindling -at the dire alarms^ it 
EnjoyM the raging war : 

But here, (for ftcel and flying ftiot ' 
Sail chiefly to the hero's Ipt,; 
Swift thro' his lips the -glancing bullet rung,/' 
HiSlips, on which th' unfinllh'd oath was bung;. 
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Nor ftopt its wing'd»injpctuous for 
Till .through the neck it ploughed its aagiy 
courfe. 
- Amazing thought i that they who life expofe^ 
W'^herc all the thunder of the battle ^lows, 
/^Vho fee p^le Death triumphattt ride 
I?pon the ciiai Con's furglng tide. 
In bilfphemj and proud contempit fttouM rifcj 
And hul^l their mad defiance to the Ikieai 
Wfejithcr a moment may cotivev" 
Their To ul$, diflodgiag from tUeir ^uivVif^ 

clay, 
To take their laft inexorable doom, 
Big with immortal wrath, and diire defjpair t% 
come. 



IV. 

Such Gardiner was in early youth ; 

And while the warrior's rays 
BieiimM round his head, celeftial Truth 

lie fpum'd, and fcern'd hcrwajs : 
And, though th' Almighty arm was near^. 
Made his endanger'd lile its care, , 

And'heal'd the burning fcores : 
Yet Vice, collefting. with his flrength, 
Soon, foon burfls cut in wilder length, 

And like a torrent roars. 
Now in ihe w^ide enchanting bowl 
The hero melts his manly »foul; 
And now he blots the fhades of nighty 
With blacker fccnes of lewd delight ; 
Anon in fport he lifts his brow to heavcoi 

And fwears by thq Eternal naftie ; 
Allis that the bolt may on his head be driv*jij. 
And courts the lagging flame.. 
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So Pharaoh,, "when the iev'riflii blabs 
Naoiore embafs'd hi» flefliy 
- :Nor:ibot.iD£Q^iQnfthrough his veins, 
. Affumld .his ,rage afrefli ; 
tAnd liard, greWi harder: {till, 
And proppM oni hisjwild will. 
Set up the ftandard of his pride, 
Guxs'd Ifr'ePs God and King, and all his plagues^ 
defy'd. 



•f 

.Bkt, Mufe, in foftcr notes relate,- 
For fofl;er notes upon thee wait, 
How Gard'ner, when h is youth had rang'd^^ 
Thefe guilty fcenes, to heav'n eftrang'd, 
Paus'd in his mid pareer, arid wasdivinely chang'd.- 
.That God, whofe piercing radiance, darts 
0*er all our ways^ and all our hearts, 
The bold tranfgre^r from his Aroaae fur*- 
'Vcy'd^ 
. And thua in accents bteatbing mildneriS faid :' 
•• Go, Mercy ! diarg'd with nay fupreme 

*' command, 
*• TFhoUjfaireft-daughterjthTonM at 4:py right - 
" hand; 
** Go ! wing -thy downward race, 
«' And ftpp that rebel in his furious way j 
*• His heart ih^ll thy viftorious call obey, ' 

" And I take tfce. willing ftan[>p of grace: 
** For never Ihall thy call fuccefsiefs prove, 
^* AtidthoulaAentthy baffled aim, 
•* Jf thoui but dart thy chofen^ flattie, 
^* Arm'd with the Saviour's energy of love.'^' 
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He fpoke ; and gave th* Almighty nodi- 
The f«n8^ion of th' eternal God : 
At onpe the jojful news. is propagated round, 

Loud anthems from the goldcnjroofs rebound, 
And Heav'n's high chryflal domes remurmur with, 
the found.. . 
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Mercj obeys ; and from the empy rial heights 

Precipitates her glittering flight; 
A flarry circle fparkl'd round her head. 
And a wide rainbow o'er. her progrefi fpread*. 

Mufe, fing the wondrous plan, 
j And fing the wondrous.hour, 
In which the Sor'reign Pow^'r: 
Th' Almighty work beg^n, 
And fignaliz'd her arm, and triumphed o'er thcmaa^ 
Bent on adult'rous fhame 
' The finner fhe beheld ^^ 
His bofom burnt with guilty, flame, 
And at the future joy in fecret raptures, fwell'd : . 
Enrag'd he curs'd the lazy moon 
' In her no£lurnal tour, 
That thought his blifsiwould'fcome.too-foon,. 
And clog'g'd the midnight hour. 
'Twas then whea Luft's malignant fway . 
Had fliifl'd Confcience* pang, and fmother'd Rea-- 
fon^s ray,. 
That Mercy flept-between^ 
Th' adulterer and his finful fcene ; 
And painted on his mental fight, . 
Drefs'd round in beams divinely bright,* 



•^ 
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.The Saviour ftittch'd upoii the tree, 
. In jiirple fweets, and djiirg agony : 
(Such was the vifion, andthe blaze the fame^ 

That Saul, intent on murders, faw. 
When Jefus, fpeaking from the radiant flamtf,. 
O'erwhelm'd his.cohfcious foul with awe.);; 
JThen thus a voice arrefts his ear : 
* " See, Gard'ner, fee thy Saviour here I 
" And was this wood 
*' Ting'd in my blood, 
" And did I languifli in thefe woes for thee, 
*' And can'ft thou pi uage ihcfe rt cent wounds 
** in me !" 
O'erpow'r'd with vaft furpriie^. 
A pris'ner of the Ikies 
The fwooning champion .falls. 
And fear, that never yet his foul had Ihook, 
Bedews his limbs, gkres wild upon his look,, 

And all hia foul. appals : 
But half the agony was unfulfilled, 
Till Mercy-from her chryftal urn inftill'^jf' 
Fierce on his heart three burning drops 5' 
Drops that from Sinai came. 
From Sinai, where th? Almighty thund'rer 

forms 
His ihafted light' ninjgs and his boltfed florms, 
And .from whofe boiling tops 
T»he wild fulphureous furge runs down in liq^uid 
flame, - 

Stung with th' unfufFerable fmart: 

That fefter'd at . his heart, 
Gard'ner awakes^and round he throws 
His ghaftly eyes, andfcarce he knows. 
Or if Ut lives in nature's midnight gloom, 
Or, clos'd in lieU's unfathomable woh^ib > 
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Black o'er^^his head demal horrors roll, 
And the :keen gnawing .woipai>deirours hisinmoft 



£bal.> 
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Bot when his wand'rkig thought hod found 
Himfelf a tenant of the ground, 
Still, ftill his confcience felt the flaming wound, 
^ iSuddenbcfore his profpe^L glows 
;Tbe. everlafting. gu^pl^ of woes ; 
From theo'er-hanging brink he feems to bend.- 
(The.briiik that crumbled as he ftodd. 
And nodded o'er the dreadful flood,) 
And down in :headlong ruin to defcend 
To the! .broad burning wa^vtSy and pains that ne^ 
vcr end;* \ - 

He^ turns ; :but ah ! i na friendly hand^ 
Noi^ fparkiOf glimmering hope,- appears,- 
Axnidft the raging (torrent oLhae fears ; 
ButoutlawM from th' realms of ikimngblifs,- 
He thinks he feel&theMmextinguiifli'di fires,. 
/A wasring W9ftei>f blue.»afcendin^%ires. 
And plunges in the bottomlefe. al^fs : . 
.-Fox,uoh ! his fin&incroiwding: numbers: ftaiid. 
And each tempts vengeanee from tb' Ahnight^ 
hand ; . 

But fiercer o'er the reft Ingratitude appears 
That fcoru'd the Saviour '& love, i and namiiiig hor- 
ror wears. \ • 
rBiut whBe^iiK fad coafiuiion tof^^d,' 
A^d tortur'd.wiithdefpair, , 
He doom'd :his ibul &>n e ver< lofti 
^ ^ .The. bright cthereall Fait, ^ 
^ fSce-MUtgrfsParadiic J-oft,.B.xi. Y. 41^ i - 
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(For ^twas her kind defign 
Not to dellroy,'but to refine,) 
Anaidft the darkncfs and the dorms 
Her. facr^d embaify performs ; 
For Guilt difplay'd in all its frightful djes^ 
And crimfon'd over with redeeming bldod, 
Draws out the rolling anguifli from his eyes, 
Ajid all hisflubborn foul with Mw fubmiffion bowM« 
'Tia done : O miracle of love ! 
Not minds below, nor rtiinds above, 
Great God ! can trace thy myftic way*, 
And pay the equal note of praife. 
*Ti8 done. And now with outftr^tch'd wfngi 
Back to the flties the radiant powV withdrew^ 
. And, as her mounting path ftie fprings, 
The filver tirump of viftory ftie Mows, 
In ftronger dyes her arch refulgent glows,. 
'And a far-ftrcaming glory track sth' ethereal bine. 
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At once abjuring all his fins, 
Gard'ner the heavenly life begins, 
And pleads the honours of his God 
With irrefillible defence 
Againftthc colour'd arts of eloquence, 
Tl^o* cloudtdwith his Make r*s frown, and crufli'4 
beneath Jijs rod. 
But quickly a celeftial ray 
Shot o*er his foul unclouded day, 
And balmy dews, and blooming life were giv'ttit 
The early antepaft' of heav'n. 
And now what equal words fhall paint 
How Gard'ner, freed>from tyrant lulls,. 
Nor longer tofs'd in paffion's gulls, 
Felt, fpoke„ and aftcd all the faint ! 
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That holj name, which he prDfan'd before, 
: Behold him now with fuppli ant knee adore; 
* At morn and eve his warm devotions rife, 
Like clouds of incenfe, fragrant to the fkics ; 
No more the. grape's. ne^arcous juice 
i Could tempt beyond a prudent ufe ! 
.J No wanton fpecch defil'd his tongue j 
No deed defign'd his neighbour jwroog : 
But the fair Itrcams of innocence, 
An^ unamfin*d beftevolence, 
O'er all hife life uninterrupted ran, 
And thro' their chrjftal mirrors. ihew'd the mui 

The mum'rous chatii&ers he .boxe 
With a diftinguifii'd praife he wore. 
And fubjedb, foldier, hufbandf parent,, friend, 
He blended, and ennobled to the end. 
Now with feraphic tranfports fir'd, 
. The pinions of his zeal afpir'd', _>• 

Scarce patient till he broke the mortal ihell, - 
And bid this empty fcene and dulky globe farewell, 
Heav'n was his home^ and to his home he bent. 
And ere the rounds of fatal life were fpent j 
Thither his pajjions would divinely roll. 
The fwift-wing'd heralds of his coming foul, 
Pfeace at his tent would often light andfing, 
And ftied the dewy bleffings from her wing ;, 
And rills, .devolving from the fount above, 
ypur'd o'«r bis (heart cxt»tic life and love. 



IX. 

Thus Gard'ner livM i till from the gloomy North 
RebeHion,.^fafping targe. and fteely ar^ns, 
K]uih'd^Iikeia.moxintain4)oar, izapetuous forth, 
And {book our realpia with 'horrible alarms ) 
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Rebellion aiming at one waftbful fway^ 

To ftrike the diadem from Bninfwick^s 4iead, 
Tear Liberty and all her mounds a waj^ 

And Popery's o'erwhelming horrors fpread« 
The neWs <o Gard'nelr came, 
Aiid f ann'd the noble fi^me,' 
Which pure Religion^ heaven-born Liberty, 

And dauntlefs Fortitude had rais'd ; 
And as 'the gathering terrors thunder'd nigh, 
With a redoubled ftrength the mountain fervors 
blaz'd. 
What tho< Diftemper hdd ftibdu'd his limbs, 
And Age defrauded half the purple ftreams, 
That^bloom'd his features o'er, 
When in Rebellion's ftorm*beforey 
He, ri&ngjin the glcfrious canfe 
Of George's rights and Britain!s laws, 
Swept down the trait'toms files, and* Fieftdn fwam 
withigore; 
T«t(hisi unbroken foul difdains 
Age's dull load of cramps and ipains ; 
His youthjEtll rage returns, 
And for the battle burns : 
Then, fpringing froth JFranciffa's tender arms, 
DiflblVddflifldJmng tears, . 
0'erwhel«tt''d with iodittg fears, 
And only fodacM with the view 
ThitiHeav'in »theit frienditip would renew ; * 
He, in th' unflastkjjn iconfidetice of pray V, 

Sways the keen 'flame of his revenging fword 
For his eternal and his «arthly lord. 
Serenely meets the dangers^'wil^ alarms. 
Plants liis embattePd forcej and waitd the ruihii^^ 
was* . . ' 
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So Michael,^ bent on glorious figbt, 
Againft Satanic rage and might 
Came tow 'ring to the field ; 
Unconfcious of a quiv'ricg fear. 
He faw the foe his duiky horrors rear, 
Wave his broad flaming fwor^, and heave his 
^ moony flbield. 



Not far from where Edina lifts r 

Her tow'rs into the ikies, 
Or where the ocean-bounding clifts 

In clouded fommits rife, 
Preflon extends her humble cots, 

Long, long unknown to Fame ; 
But flying routs and purple fpots 

Have ftamp'd th' eternal ihame. 

Here, here, (Oh could Time's braxeti 
pen 
Dafli the reproach away ! ., 

Or, as the day returns again^ 
Might midnight choak its ray I) 

Britajmia's troops in vain 
' Oppos'd {he rebeUhoft, 
And fled inglorious o'er the plain, 
Tlieir courage wither'd, and their ftandards loft, 

Mufe, paint the doleful fcene 

With fighs and tears between ; 

For fighs and tears fhould rife 
From every Britifli heart, and gufh from all our^ea* 

Swift on the loyal van < \ . 

The yellow furies ran, . 

♦ Milton's Paradife Ipft, B. vi. y. ^S5* 
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Like the wild ocean that has rent 
Its fliores, and roars along the Continent ; 

Or in the winged light'ning's livid glare ^ 
Darting along th' immeafaf'd fields of air. • 
Confounded at the ihock, 
The j^ielding fquadrons broke : 
And now, (for hell infpir'd the throngs) 
The gloomy murd'rers rufh*d along j 

And fierce the fleely blade 
' Its horrid circles play'd, 
Till hideous cries, 
Qui V 'ring fighs, 
Hopelefs fcreams, 
Batter'd limbs, v '- 

Bloody ftreams, 
And univerfal rout deformM the ground, 
Laid w^fle the Britiih ilrength, and the widechaxEF^ 
paigh drown'd* 
** Come on, come on 1" mad Elcho cries, 
And for his murders thanks the ikies, 
(While the Italian from afar, 
Too foft a foul to mix in vvar, 
Enjoying all the-guilt, beheld ^ 
His bloody harpies tear the field,) 
. «' Ply, ply the thirfty fteel, 

" Round the full vengeance wheel j 
" Each heretic muft yield his breath 
f " That for the Hanoverian brood 

' " Or lifts a fwoid, 
" Or fpeak^s a word ; 
" Come I gorge your four fouls with deatfr, 
" And drown your fleps in Wood : 
U 



^ 
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" Tlrink, think what blifsful periods roll be- 
** hind, 
' ** Let London's mighty plunder fill your mind, 
** When boundlefs wealth fhall be with boundlefe 
" empire join'd*'*- 
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Gard'ner, with mind elate 
Above the rage of Fate, 
His country's bulwark Hood 
^Midlltbroken lines of death, and rifing waves of 
bloods 
His foul difdains retreat, 
Tho' urg'd by foul defeat ; 
Now to his fcatt'ring friends he calls, 
To wheel again and charge the foe j 
Now hurls the wide-deftroying balls. 
Now deals the 'vengeful blow. 
Forfaken and alone, 
And torn with gafliing wounds, 
Jle hears the treas'nous ihout, he hears the loyal 
groan: 
But nought the purpofe of his foul confounds j 
And ftiil with new delight 
He tempts the midmoft fight, 
f ropp'd oti his facred caufe and courage of his 
own, 
Th* embattled ranks of foot he fpies 

Without a leading chief, 
And, like a fliooting ray, he flies 
To lend his brave relief. 
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Here the broad weapon's forceful fwaj, 
Swung with tcmj5eib.Tous hand, [way, 
r Ploughed through his flefli its furious 

And ftretcliM him on xht flnnd. 
Wclt'ring. in gore, with fiery fiends befet, 
The dying Gard'ner lies ; 
' No gentla hr.nd to A^ipe the mortal fweat, 
And clofc his fvvimming eyes. 
The unrelenting crew 
The Iiero difiirray'd ; 
• But ftrnck a^ his majeflic view, / 

Tiieir fouls were hiilf difmay'd : 
And, had not hell inftamp'd its hate, 
Their lloiy e\c-balis o'er Lis fate 
:" Had flream'd with human wo ; for heav'nly 
t ^ ^lild 

; ]Eie o'er theur gloomy foraris the Chriilian pardon " 
; fniil'd. 

But not a tear- mud bathe, or garment fliield 
■ ^' ' His mangled limbs from light, 

i Down trodden in the iljhf: 

[ While his fair manfion, that o'ertcps the field, 
"the naked murther fees, and trccv^l^k's from its 
height. X ■ 

Still the dei^Jirting flame of lite^ r 
[ Wav'd languiihing in douVrful Hrife ; 

, Till J fuch his fervant's faithful cue, 

i fMay heav'n's diftinguifhM goodncfs crown 

The goodni'fs to his niaftvT laowii !) 
The wheels flow-moving, from the fcems of war 

To Tranent bore th' expiring Chief, ' 
In fullen founds remurm'ring to his grief. 
Urania, mark the melancholy road, 
^ud-with thy tears cffne^ the fcatl'ring blood ; 
U 2 
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Not ftopt, till on the late repcCr.g bed 
(Oil I father 'tis the fon'ral bitr !) 
, You fce the hero's pallid body fpre^d, 
And his lafl anguifli he&r. 
Half cho^-k'd vnx\i clotted gore, 
, He dr^'ivs the hollow moan ; 
PiittJng Iris p uiie, and Sx'd his. ejes. 
All pal« and mctionlefs be lies, 

Arid feems to breathe no more-.. 

Oh ! fhat's the life-di Solving groan : — 
Farc^VLll, drar man ! for in that pang thy mind 
Soars to its God, and leaves the clog behind. 
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Gard'ner is dead ! — - — The bloody trump of Fame 

ProclaimM the mighty death ; 
In everj^ look the pofting rumour came, ^ 
And flew on eyVy breath. 
The widow 'd partner of his life 
~The'dt)leful tiding* hears. 
And, filent in ftupendous grief, 
Her eyes refufe tlieir tears : 
Opprefs'd beneath th' immeafurable weight, 

Hsr fpirit faints away, 
As, fjmpathctic \^'ith the hero's fate, 
It meant to quit its clay. 
The pledges of his love * 

Their filial duty prQv<?, 
And each with tender hands uprears. 
With hands all rover'd o'er in tears, 
Their mother's fitiking head ; 
* And groan re founds to groan, 
r^or, oh ! the befl of hufbands gone,^ 
The beft of fathers dead ! 



Death ^'Colonel Gardiner. 233 

8ut Gard*ner*s death is more than private wo ; 
VVide and more wide th!, increafing forrows run ; 
O'er Britifli lands^ unlimited they go, 
And fly acrofs the feas, and travel with the fu»* 
Religion, that from heav'n had bow'd 
To watch the fcale of fight, 
When holy Gard'ner fell, 
Who lov'd, and who adorn'd her caufe fo wcU^ ^ 
Retir'd behind a crimfon cloud, 
Nor could fuflain the fight. 
Britannjia, where fhe fat 
Upon the fea-beat fliore. 
To eye the battle's fate, - - 

Her filver mantle tore ; 
Theh thus, her blufliing honours wann'd, 
Her fceptre quiv'ring in her hand, 
Her laurels wither'd, and her head reclin'd, 
Ten thoufand terrors boding in her mind, 
She to the deep iii bitter wailings gricv'd. 
While her fall'n helm the trickling djroi^s re-~ 
ceiv'd : 
" What havock of my martial force 
** Has this fad morn beheld, 
** Torn, gafli'd, and heapM without remorfc 
•' Upon the naked field ! 
*• But Gard'ner's death afflifts me mofl| 
** Than whom a chief I could notjjoaft 
**^ More faithful, vigilant, and brave j 
" And fliould acrofs his grave 
" An hecatomb of Highland brutes be flain, 
" They could not recompenfe his injur'd ghoft, ^ 
*•' Nor fiUly quench my rage, and wipe away mjr; 
ftain. 

U3.- 
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But fee in fplendid flate 
Cherubic convoys come, 
And waft the hero from his fate 
To his celeftial home. 
Now, now he fails along, 
Encircl'd with their throng, 
> (The throng, that clap their mantling wing^, , 
B.nd to loud triumphs fbrike their ftrings,) 
Thro' liquid feas of day 
Ploughing the azuie way, ^ 

Till to the ftarry tow'rs the fquadrons rife. 
The f!arry tow'rs, thick fown with pearl and gold ' 

Their adamantine leaves unfold, • 
And fhew the entrance to th* empereal fkies : 
Thro* them our hero mark'd his roati, 
And thro* the wheeling ranks of heaven • 
An unobftru£ied path was giv'n. 
Till he attain'd th' eternal throne of Grt)d ; . ^ 

A throne that blaz'd in uncreating beams, . 
And from its footflool gufli'd unnumber'd ftreamSr- 
Streams, that in everlafting cuprents roll, 
An4 pour the boundlefs joy o*er all rh* expanded - 

foul. 
. Wellhajl thou dene^ th* Almighty Father tpoke; 
Well haft thou donCf th' exalted Jefus cry'd ; 
Welt haft thou done, (all heav'n the Euge took,) 
The faints and angels in their fongs reply'd. 
-And now a robe of fpotlefs white,- 
But where the Saviour's flowing vein 
Had bluih'd it with a fanguinc ftain, 
Invefls him foutld ; In various light, 
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(For fuch was the divine command,) 
Refulgent on his brows a crown was plae'd ; 
And a triumphal palm his better hand 
With golden bloffoms gracM.-^ 
Nigh to the feat of blifs 
His manfion was affign'd ; 
Sorrow and fin forfook. his breaft. 
His wearj foul was npw at reft, , 
And life, and love, and ecftacies 
tlnbouiid^ his fecret pow'rs, and overflowed his 
mind. 



XIV. 

KTor has thy life, heroic man. been fpilt 
Without a wrath proportion'd to the guilt: 
EnkindlM by the cries that rofe 
From thy dear facred blood, with thofe 
Xhat fhriek'd for vengeance from the bravfij 
Munros, 
Who fell a martyr'd facrifice 
To cool remorfelefs butcheries, 
Heav'n fends, its angel, righteoufjy fevere, 
And Jroin the foe exadls the laft arrear. 

For when the barb'rous bands, 
Thick as the fwarms that blacken'd Egypt's 

ftraods^ . 
And furious as the Wioter's rufliing rains 
Impell'd by whirlwinds thro* the plains, 

Had o'er our country roU'd, 
Young William rofe, (aufpiciousr name, 
Sacred to Liberty and Fame !) 

And their mad rage controU'd. 
Black to their hills and bogs they fled, 
(For terror wing'd their nimble fpeed,) 
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J And howl'd for help in vain : 
William purfu'd, and lanch'd his Vengeful irt^^ 
.(As o'er the ftubble runsthe crackling fire,) 

Upon the grov'ling train : 
Shudd'ring with horror%and defpair, 
With bellowing pain thej rend the air, 
Till Culbdcn's illullrious moor 
Groan'dwith the heips of flain, and fmok'd with 
rebel gore. 
Then, Mufs ! fnppreljs thy rifing fighs,. 
And wipe the anguifli from' thine eyes ; 
Sing, how rebellion has receiy'd its doom. 
How Gard'ner dwells in his eternal home, 
And in eacl^ Britifli heart has rais'd a~ laftiDg. 
tomb. - 
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No. III. 



An Account of fome remarkable par*, 
ticulars concerning the Ancient Fa- 
mily of the MuNROEs of Fowj-is. 



WHILE I was endeavouring to do }u-» 
ftice to the memory of th-it excel- 
lent man, and mod beloved i'ricnd, whofe 
memoirs I have nbw concluded ; and was 
mentioning, in the courfe of my narration, 
the tragical confeqiiences which the 'unna- 
tural rebellion by which he fell had.draw» 
along with it, and the muny other valuable 
perfons of whom, it had alfo deprived us ; 
I could not but particularly refleft on the 
awful cataftrophe of Sir Robert Munro, 
and his two brothers, the Captain and the 
Do<ftor, who all within the compafs of 
eight months, and in lefs than twelve after 
he death of Colonel Gardiner, (with whqmi 
they were well acquainted, and to whom 
they were allied in the bonds of a virtuous 
and honourable friendfhip,) fell a facrificc 
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to the rage and cruelty of the fame favage 
deftroycrs. — I was defirous of interweav- 
ving fo remarkable a piece of hiftory with 
a fubjeft, to which it was, alas ! fo near- 
ly conncfted ; and therefore I applied my- 
feif to a perfon of high rank, moft nearly 
^•elated to them, on' whofe information I 
was fure I might entirely depend ; intreat- 
ing the favour of fuch an account of thefc 
three excellent brothers, and of the cir- 
cumftances of their death, as I might fafe- 
ly and properly offer to the view of the 
public. 

This honourable perfon referred me to 
a gentleman, well acquainted with the hi- 
flory of the family of the Munroes of 
Fowlis, and poffeifed of a diftinft hiftori- 
cal account of it, taken from the annals 
which have been kept of that family for 
many ages paft, and from the old writs, 
charters, and other authentic deeds be- 
longing to it, which are the vouchei'S of 
thefe annals. 

This gentleman was pleafed to favour 
me with a pretty large hiftorical account of 
this Tamilj', beginning it much higher, and 
carrying it throivgh a much wider extent 
than I could have expected from the par- 
ticular view with which I firfl requeflcd 
infojination. —I next obtained inft ruc- 
tions on the fame fubjeft from a gentle- 
it^an at London.— —I was then furuiihccl. 
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^vkh a particular relation from another gen- 
tleman, a pious minifler of the church of 
Scotland, with whom I have the happinefs 
of being well acquainted. And as all thcfc 
are perfons of fuch a charafter, that none 
who know them can queftion the veracity 
[ and teftiraotiy of each, fo they were each 
: of them happy in a moft intimate acquaint*- 
ance with all the thfee deceafed brothers^ 

^«after whom I inquired. And laft of all, 

I received frqm'a fourth gentleaian an hi* 

llorical account of this family from the moft 

early times, which, by the date it bears, 

^vas compiled a great many years ago, and 

which, it feems, was intended to have 

' been publiflicd in an hiftorical account of 

i feme of the ancient families of Scotland ; 

I which work became abortive through the 

'ri death of the author. 

i| When I compared thefe feveral accounts, 
I"* as I received them from time to time, it 
7 gave me great fatisfa£lion to find tbem all 
\ agree, and tally fo exaftly in their ac- 
I counts of this family, and of the three ex* 

^'^' cellent brothers laic deceafed. On an 

attentive perufal of thefe informations, I 
found they contained what was too curi- 
^' o,i\s and important to be loft, and yet too 
^' ' long to be inferted in the memoirs of Co* 
\ lonel Gardiner, without breaking the unity 
^' ; of defign in a manner that would have pro- 
^jl vcd inconvenient.— —I concluded there* 
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fore, that (efpecially as thofe memoifs 
Were finiflied before fotne of tUefe papers 
came to my hands,) it would be beft to 
prcfent it to the , world in a diftinft . picce^ 
coiine£led by \vay of Appendix to the for- 
mcn And I feel a' moft fenfible plcafure 
in the addition I am hereby making to the 
work, as it is paying fome little debt of 
gratitude to the illuftrious dead, and at 
the* fame time doing a juft honour to the 
furviving branches of a family, from 
whence fo many heroes have fprung, and 
* of which there are dill (though after much 
fad defolation inade in it) moft worthy re- 
mains. And I hope that it may not only 
entertain my readers with fonie reraark- 
abk fafts wonhy of commemoration, but 
excite iti their breafts fomething of the 
fame generous fpirit, to Which nothing can 
more powerfully inftigate the mind than 
the view of fuch glorious examples. 

The family of the Munroes of FoWlis 
•is among the moft ancient and honourable 
families in the North of Scotland, and has 
generally been remarkable for ^ . brave, 
martial, and heroic fpirit. It is mention- 
ed by Buchanan with a memorable tefti* 
moiiy*, when after fpeaking of the diffi- 

* Audito princij>ii psrlcuh^ magna prefcorum Scoto* 
rum fnultitudo affuit^ imprimis Fraferii et Munroii, 
hominimfortifimorum in Hits gentihus fainUmac. BiPi 
chan. HiO;. Lib. xvii. page 61 8. 
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culties in which Mary Queen of Scots was 
involved at Invernefs, he adds, ' That as 
' .foon as they, heard of their Sovereign's 

* danger, a great number of the ancient 

* Scots poured in around her, efpecially 

* the Frafers and Munroes, which, (fays 
' he) were efteemied among the mofl: va- 

* Irant of the clans inhabiting thofe conn- 

* tries/ And how well the latter have 
ever fince continued to deferye that clia- 

, rafter, the following memoirs, brief as they 
are, may in fpme degree fhew. 

The Munroes of Fowlis have, in every 
one of their generations, been intermarri- 
ed with many of the bed families of nobi- 
lity and gentry in the north of Scotland. 
Add it is yet more for their honour that 
they were among the firfl in thofe parts 
that cmbrajced the Reformation, and have 
ever fince been zealous affertors of it. And 
many of th^m have not only given great 
countenance and encouragement -to the mi- 
jiiflers of thf gofpel in the pajifhes under 
their influence, in coqfequence of which a 
^reat harvefl of mofl eminent Chriftians 
hath been produced there ; but alfo have 

^themfelves been fignal examples of true 
piety, and a behaviour in all its -branches 
moft ornamental to a Chriftian profdfion. 
■ \ \ fear there" have been few families 
to which fuch a cha^fter can be univerfa!.- 
ly applied : But it is certain, that fo far . 
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as it is the cafe, it is the moft ilkiftrious of 
all hereditary honours ; and therefore feems 
to have been mentioned with the utmoft pro- 
priety by my feveral correfpondents in this 
connexion. 

According to Buchanan, it was in tlie 
beginning of thi&. eleventh century, and a- 
"bout the time of the conqueft in England, 
when Malcolm the IL of that name. King 
oT Scots, firft diftributed, or as it is ex- 
preffed, feued out or feed the lands of 
Scotland to the great famiifes thereof, on 
account of there eminent fervices in his 
many battles with the Danes, until he for- 
ced them quite out of his kingdom. And 
According to tradition, it was on that pc- 
cafion that the country betwixt the bo- 
rough of Dingwall and the water of Al- 
nefs, in the lliire of Rofs, was given to 
Donald Munro ; -and which is therefore to 
this day called Ferrindonald, that is., I>o- 
nald's land. And part of thefe lands, were 
afterwards by the king erefted into a baro- 
ny, called the barony of Fowlis. - 

I fliall not follow the annals of this fa-, 
mily fo far as to entertainnhe public with 
a detail of the Barons of Fowlis in their 
feveral generations through thefe early ages; 
but fliall begin my particular narration of 
them only from the time they became Pro- 
teftants, when their brave behaviour and 
example will afford us more inftruftloa, 
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•and the fafts concerning them m^iy be de- 
pended on with more certainty ; and 
therefore I fliall only before that time ob- 
ferve. 

That George, ninth baron* of Fawlis, 
(in a direft lineal defcent from the above 
Donjild, the firft baron,) was flain at the 
niemorahle battle, of Bannockburn, fought 
by king Robert Bruce of Scotland againft 
King Edward 11. of England, in the year 
J3J4,— -^George,' tenth baron of Fpwlis, 
and fon of the former, was alfo flain with 
. a great many of his name, at the battle of 

• It is to be bbferycd, (ift,) That bargn iiT Scot- . 
land does not import nobility, as it dae^now in Eng- 
land: J or at the time the lands of Scotland were di- 
Tided as gbove, there were then^ no Srobility in sltat 
bation, but the great famiUes had their ellates ereiSt- 
cd into baronies » with a jurifdiftion over all the vaf- 
fals, tenants, and pofre4K)rs thereof, which was* the 
origin and fapport of the elans in Scotland, thefe be- 
ing the only military 'force in that kingdom, until, 
upon the union of the two crowns in the perfon of 
kiiig James VL of i>cothnd, regular troops were in- 

tpnduccd into that kingdom To this i would 

add, (jdly,) That the annuls of ibis family contJiin 
a genealogical account f f all the barons of FowHs, 
from the above JUonaiJ Munro to this prefent lime. 
Several of thefe can only hp tianfmltted to usvby 
tradition ; but as to thofc v horn 1 have mentioned,' 
there is full evidenci; of the i'acU ccncernipt^ therrt 
from the old writs, charters and deeds in r! e fanii- 
ly o^ Fowli!* 5 and even feveral others of them whom 
1 have not mentioned ^re taken notice of m ihefe 
old writs. 

X 2 •.•;.-• 



244 Remarkable Particulars 

Halydon Hill near Berwick ; rn which battle 
the Scots were -defeated by the Englilh, 
and a great number of them killed, on the 

2 2d of July A. D. 1333. Robert 

Miinro, feventeen baron of Fowlis, was 
flain at the battle of Pinkie- near Edinburgh, 
with many of his name; w^here the Scots 
were again defeated by the Engh'fli, and a 
great number of them killed A. D. 1547. 

1 mention 'the fall of thefe three 

gentlemen with their friends and followers 
fighting valiantly in the caufe of their coun- 
try, as illuftrating the valour and bravery 
of this family in their different generations, 
and- ftiewMug how juftly they merited the 

.charafter which Buchanan gives them in 
the place before cited. How long this 
-brave fpirit has continued, as it were, he- 
reditary to them, will ^appear from what 
follows. - ' 

The firft Proteftant of this family was Ro- 
bert Munro, the eighteenth baron of "Fowlis, 
fon to Robert lafl: mentioned, and the fame 
who came to the affiftance of Mary Queen 
of Scots upon the occafion before cited, A. 
1>. 15C2. lie embraced the Proteftant re- 
ligion quickly after ; and being a wife arrd 
good man, he left an opulent eflatf to the 
family, and died A. D. 1588. He was 

. fuccccded by his fen Robert Mnnro, nine- 
teenth baron of Fowlis, who died the fame 
y* iU" Avjih his Auher. The next to him 
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was his brother, Heftor Munro, twentieth 
baron of Fowlis, who died A. D. 1603.-R0- 
bert Munro his fon fucceeded liim.the twcPx- 
ty-firft baron of Fowlis, who flouriflied when 
Guftavus Adolphus, that juftly celebrated 
king of Swedea, (whofe religion and valour 
were fo diftinguiflied among his many religi- 
ous and valiant co-temporaries,) was engag- 
ed in a Proteftant war againil the Emperor 
Ferdinand the II. in defence of the civil as 
well as facred liberties of Germany. The 
generous heart of this worthy gentleman 
was fo ftruck with a regard to the com- ^ 
mon caufe in which he himfelf had no con-* 
cern but what piety and virtue gave him, 
that he joined Guftavus with a vcTy great 
number of his friends,' who bore his own 
©arae. Many of them gained great repu- 
tation in this war; and that of Robert,, 
their leader, was fo eminent, that he was. ' 
made Colonel of two regiments at the 
fame time, the one of horfe, and the other 
of foot, in that fervice ; in which he ac- 
quitted himfelf witli fo much fidelity and 
zeal, that he died of the wounds which he' 
. received in croffing the Danube, and w^s 
buried at Ulme in the month of March 

He was fucceeded by Sir Henry Munro,. 
iwenty-fecond barou of Fowhs, the next 

x 3 
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male-heir of the family *, who was alfo 
Colonel of a regiment in the- fame fervice; 
and upon his coming over to Britain, was 
created a Baronet in June 1633.- Return- 
ing afterwards to Germany, he died at 

Hamburgh in April 1635. His fon, 

Sir Heftor Munro, was twenty-third ba- 
rou of Fowlis, who died without jffuc in 
the year 1 65 1 , at feventeen years of age. 
— — Sir Robert Munro, twenty-fourth ba- 
ron of Fowlis, jTuccceded as the nearcft 
male-heir, being grandfon to George Mun- 
ro of Obfdale, who was third fon . to Ro- 
bert Mui^ro, the eighteenth baron of Fowlis. 
My information imj)orts, th^t in the be- 
fore-mentioned- annals of this family, there 
is a fWell-attefted lift of officers, (cnf which 
I have a copy in the memorial laft fcnt 
me,) wherein thete* are three- Generals, 
eight Colonels, five Liieutenant-Colonels, 
eleven Majors, and above thirty Captains, 
all of the name of Munro ; befides a great 
r^umber of Subalterns. Moft of thefe were 
m that religious war under the great Guf- 
tavus Adolphus ; and fome of the cjefcca- 
dants of this family arc at this day in pof* 

* It was formerly the cuftom in Scotlam?^ and is 
fo (HIl amoBg ancient families, to oitail the iiicccf- 
iinn of their family eft ate to the neareft male rsb* 
tion of the deceafed, pailing by th« ftmales, there- 
by to prefer ve ihe'r tflatcs in their cwn' name and 
family. 
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feflioa of confiderable military commands 
in Sweden, and various parts of Germany. 
General Robert Munro (who was uncle 
to Sir Robert, the twenty-fourth baron of 
Fowlis, (publiflied in the year 1644, an 
account of this religious war under Gufta- 
vus Adolphus, in a folio volume, entitled,. 
' Military* difcipline learned from the va- 
* liant Swede,* A book, of which, (tho* 
I never happened to fee it,) I. have heard 
a high charafter. I am informed that it 
contains an exstft journal of that expedition 
into Germany for the relief of the diftreff- 
ed Proteftants } and it is faid to be filled 
with moft excellent obfervations on mili- 
tary affairs, delivered in a ftrain of piety, 
which leems to breathe the fpirit^of its 
biave and worthy author. And indeed," by 
what I have heard of that inftruftive hif. 
tory^ it is hard to fay, when there has 
been, even ia the Chriftian world, fo rcli- 
gious and well difciplincd an army as this $ 
, at the head of which, a myfterious pro- 
vidence permitted that royal hero and 
martyr, the great Guftavus, to fall. Would 
to God the time might at length come 
when our commanders fhould take their 
leffous frpm it ; at leafl fo far as to learn 
'fr^m the example of fome of the braveft 
and greateft of men, to maintain in th^e 
military bodies under their command the 
authority of the Lord of Hosts j znd 
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particularly, that reverence for his name, 
and for his day, which was there fo beau- 
tifully and glorionfly confpicuous ! 

This worthy General, in the year 164T, 
was appointed by King Charles the I> Ma- 
jor-General of the Scots forces, tteit were 
fcht to Ireland to fupprefs the infamous and 
deftruftive rebellion there. It is not my 
bufmefs here to infift on thofe unhappy cir- 
cumftanccs which fo long retarded their 
march, and fo greatly obftruflied their fiic- 
cefs. I find, however, that he had at 
length the honour to l)C in the number 
of thofe, by whom God gave blood to 
drink to thofe mifcreauDs who had ren- 
dered the^ifelves fo eminently worthy of 
it by a feries of outrages, which the mod 
fanguinary and deteftable faftion on eanh, 
(I mean that of Popery,) has fddom been 
able to exceed* For in the year 1644, this 
illuftribus commander, at the head of 14,000 
of the Scots and Englilh Proteftants, fought 
and defeated 22,000 of the Irifli in Ulftcr, 
killed and took many thoufands of them, 
and feized on a great quantity of cattle and 
other provifions, of which the Proteftants 
were then in great want. 

The General was a great favourer of 
' the Prefbyterian intereft, and among the 
firft who eftablifhed it in Ireland. He fat 
in their Prefbyteries and Synods, and ad- 
hered to the intereft of the Parliament^ 
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till he apprehended they were carrying 
matters to an exceffive height againft the 
• King : on which he accepted of a com- 
miffien from him, and afled under the 
Duke of Ormond ; to which he was per- 
fuaded by his nephew Sir George Munro, 
(of whom afterwards,) who had always 
adhered to the intereft of Charles the I. as 
he afterwards did to that of Charles the II. 

In the year 1645, ^'^^ General was fur- 
. prized by Colonel Monk, before he could 
draw out his men from their quarters ; and 
he and they were by that mean's taken pri- 
foncrs : But he continued not long in their 
hands ; for death came and fet hiiii at liberty 
foon after. 

It IS Worthy of our notice by the way, 
that in the year 1644, we find Monk im- 
prifoncd by the Parlianjent, for having ac- 
cepted a commijQTioa frSm the King ; and 
afted in confequetice of it; though before 
that he had afted by commiffiori from the 
Parliament : And again, in the year 1648, 
we find him fighting for the Parliament a- ' 
gainft the King : And his furprifing and ta- 
king General Munro was the'firft thing 
'that brought him into favour with the Par- 
lianient. Fpr in that reeling time we find 
men of a much better charafler than Monk . 
changing fides again and again, as they ap- . . 
prchended the one party or the other to be f^^- 
in the right, from the many different de» / 
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ihands, rcfulTals and conceffions, which 
then happened between them, » 

The General was fucceedcd in his com- 
mand by Sir George Miinro, brother to 
the laft mentioned Sir Robert, and both 
of them nephews to General Robert by his 
brother Colonel John Munro of Obfdale in 
the Swedifli fervicc ; Sir George "was alfo 
bred in that fervice with his uncle, and af- 
terwards ferved with him in Ireland, where 
he arrived at the rank of a Colonel. He 
was made Major-General by King Charles 
the II. and had a body of forces under his 
command at *Kendal, when James sDuke of . 
Hamilton was defeated by Cromwell at 
Lancafter A, D. 1648* Upon this defeat. 
Sir George returned to Scotland, and de- 
feated the Earl of Argyle : and afterwards 
his forces, being difhanded by order of the 
States of Scotland, he went to Holland^ 
and joined king Charles the II. After whofe 
reftoration he was made Lieutenant- Gc- 
ncral, and Commander in Chief in Scot- 
land. 

Sir John Munro, twenty-fifth baron of 
Fowlis, fucceeded his father Sir Robert 
A. D. 1668. He was a mepaber of the 
convention of the cftates of Scotland at the 
revolution, and a very zealous promoter 
of that happy event. He was no lefs (Ire- 
nuous in afl'trtihg Prelbytery ; and on^hat 
account, being alfo -f^rnarakble for a large 
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ancl corpulent ftature, he was^ nick-named 
the Pfefbyterian mortar- piece. His cmi* 
nent piety and zeal had expofed him to 
great' fufierings in the caufe of religion, in 
thofe unhappy and infa!mous days, when 
the beft friends to their country were treat- 
ed as the wol-ft enemies to the govern* 
ment ; and when to be confcicntioufly fe- 
licitous to depart frotn evil, made fo many 
thoufands a prey. Sir John fufFcred great- 
ly among many others of whom the world 
^as not worthy : His perfon was doomed 
to long irtiprifonment for no pretended 
'caufe but what was found agaiufl him in 
the matters of his God : And his eftate, 
which was before confiderable, was harraf- 
fed by fcvere fines and confifcations ; which 
reduced it to a diminution, much more ho- 
nourable indeed than any augmentation 
could have been, but from which it has 
not recovered even to this day* He died 
An.- Dom. 1696, and was fucceeded by his 
fon. 

Sir Robert Munro, /twenty-fixth baron 
of Fowlis, who fucceeded his father, was 
alfo a pious and benevolent man, and 
for fomc time a Captain : But it ple^fed 
God tiarly to deprive him of his fight, and 
to continue him in that condition during 
the remainder of his life. Under this ca- 
lamity he calmly fubmitted himfelf to that 
God, who can flied abrosLd a far more 
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chcaring light on the foul than thefe bo- 
dily eyes can admit. Providence was plea- 
fed to blefs him with children, in whom 
he could not but find the higloeft fiitisfac- 
tion, and whofe amiable charafters in ge- 
neral leave no room to doubt of the ten- 
dernefs and refpeft, with which they would 
treat fo worthy a parent, under a diftreff- 
ing calamity, which would naturally move 
compafBon even in ftrangers. They were- 
four of them who all reached maturity of 
age, and were the heirs of many blellings, 
though. Providence fuffered three of them 
to fall almoft at once, by mofl: unjuft and- 
barbarous hands; Sir Robert, Captain George 
Munro, and the Doftor, whofe Chriflian 
name was Duncan : Their only fifler, mar- 
ried to Mr Gordon of Ardoch, ftill furvives; 
an example of profound fubmiffion and for- 
titude, mingled with the moft tender feiifibi- 
lity of temper. 

Sir Robert Munro, twenty-feventh baron 
of Fowlis, fucceeded his "father A. D. 
1729. He went early from the univerfity 
to the camp, where he fervid fevefi years^ 
in Flanders 3 being fome time Captain in 
the Royal Scots, before that fatal ceflation 
of arms A, D. 1712 ; as his late Mdjefty 
with fo much propriety publicly called it, 
to which therefore I fhall not prefiuBe to 
give either a milder or a feverer name. 
It was here that Sir. Robert contrafted 
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\ tnat acquaintance and flriS friendfhip with 
f good Colonel Gardiner, which ran through 
the remairtder of their Jives, and of which 
each was fo worthy. On Sir Robertas re- 
turn from Flanders, he was reduced on 
account of his inflexible oppofition in par- 
liament (of which he was then a member,) 
- to the meafures which the miniftry were 
then taking to fubvert the fucceflion in tlie 
prefent Royal Family, and with it no doubt 
the Proteflant religion, of which that fa-^ 
mily w^as, and is., under God, the firmeft 
barrier. 

My correfpondent obfervcs, concerning 
Sir Robert, * That he was noted for the 

* countenance he gave to divine worihip, 
^ both in public, and* his family, and fpr 

* the regard which he always exprefled to 

* the word of God and its rainifters ;' 
and then adds, ' That be was fincere in 

* his friendfliip^ and full of compaiEon 

* even to the meanefl; of thofe aroufid 

* him : And that he was remarkable, a- 
' bovc moft, for his aftivity in the dif- 

."* charge of any oflice of friendfliip, where 
-' he had profefled it, and for his great 

* exaftnefs in the performance of his pro- 

* mifes/ 

His military fervices are ^particularly wor- 

thy of being mentioned here. In the year 

J 7 15, he, with his clan, in conjunftion 

whh the Earl of Sutherland, kept the E?iri 

Y 
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of Scaforth, with 3000 men under his corn- 
aland, from joininjg^ the rebel camp at 
JPerth, for near two months, and thereby 
prevented the Earl of Marr from croifing 
the Forth, till the Duke of Argylc had ga- 
thered ftrength fufficient to oppofe him. 
In confcqucnce of this. Sir Robert cxpofcd 
his own country to the fierceft refenrment 
.of the rebels, by whom it was plundered 
and deftroyed ; while others, who y^ 
pretended to be friends to the government, 
iaved themfelves and their lands by capi- 
tulations with the enemy. Being thea' 
made governor of Invernefs, iSir Robert 
kept 460 of his name there during the 
reft of that rebellion, regularly paid and 
regimented j and thefe, together with fonie 
other clans, well afFefted to the intercft oF 
the prefent Royal Family, kept poflfeffion 
pf that important pafs, whereby the rebels 
were hinjdered from making a ftand there, 
when they were diflodgcd from Perth by 
the Duke of Argyle. 

He Was, in the year 1716, made a com- 
iniffioner of inquiry into the forfeited c- 
ftates of the rebels; in which he ftrenu* 
oufly pxerted himfelf in procuring a num- 
ber of ^jariflies to be erefted through the 
rebel countries, and provided with fuitablc 
ftipends out o( the confifcatcd lands ; whcrCf 
by thegofpel was preached in places where 
^t had not been preached fince the Refor* 
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matfon : So that fbmt new prefbytcrie? 
were formed iti countries where the dif* 
cipline and worfhip of Proteftant churches 
had "before tio footing. And fuch was the 
compafllon and humanity which attemper- 
ed his high courage, that by his intereft 
with the governmeiit, he .did eminent fer^ 
vice to the unfortunate widows and chil- 
dren of fuch as had, tp the ruin of their fa- 
milies^ been engaged in the rebellion. 
Sir Robert was thirty years a member 
. ofxparliament by his family intereft; du- 
ring which time he always maintained the 
firm cftattachment to the fervice of his Ma- 
j,efty and his royal father, and to the reli- 
gion ainJ liberties of hh country. His fi«* 
delity and zeal for thefe did not need to 
be purchafMv folicited, or quickened, by 
perfoaal favours : It continued through all 
this^ period unfliaken and aftive, tho* from 
the ending of his commiiEon of inquiry in 
1724, trll the year 1740, he had no po(t 
under the government. He then found the 
nation was to be involved in a foreign war, 
the neceflity of which Was generally ap- 
prehended and acknowledged y and there- 
fore th<3ugh bis friends, through bis merit 
and experience, might have pretended to 
fomething more, as he had been in the 
rank of a Lieutcnant-Golotiel twenty-five 
years, his heart was too generous and too 
warm not to accept of the fame commif- 
Y a 
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I^ the rather mention thefe particulars, 
not only as they do an honour to Sir Ro- 
bert, and his worthy brother, -thro' whofe; 
intercft, and that of the other officers, 
"with the private men, this great reforma- 
tion was effeftual; but likewife as they 
feem to fhew, in a very convincing man-, 
ner, of how great importance it is that 
fome methods be ferioufly thought of for 
breaking the other uncultivated inhabitants 
of thefe countries into ufeful men, by bring- 
i^ig them at once under the proteftion and 
difcipline of the laws, and inforcing their 
obedience to them, bjr teacliing them the 
principles of religion, and" the arts of peace; 
and commerce. This is a happy efFeft,. 
which, methinks, we may naturally hope 
for from the late rebellion, pernicious as it 
has in many refpefts been, confidering how 
much it has reduced them to the power of 
the government, and how juftly obnoxious' 
it has made the. chiefs of many fierce and 
barbarous clans. 

According to my beft information, from 
perfons who are moft thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with affairs in the Norths the two great 
fprings of rebellion amongft the inhabi- 
tants of thefe highland countries^ arCj 
their idlenefs and their ignorance. — The 
former fubjefts them to a flaviJh depen- 
dence on their mafters, and is alfo the 
♦aufc of their being fo addifted to ftcalingl 
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And the latter makes them a prey to Popifli 
priefts and miffionarie& from Rome, who 
are conftantly and in great numbers, traf- 
ficking among them. *It has been very jtift-i 
ly remarked, that the , fuccefs they nave 
in feducing thefe poor ignorant people is 
occafioned in a great meafurc by the vafl 
extent of pariihes in thofe highland coun- 
tries ; fome of them being betwixt thirty 
and forty miles in length, and twenty and 
thirty in breadth, full of great mountains, 
rapid rivers, and arms of the fea^ and 
thofe pariflies which are more moderate ia 
their extent, are about twenty miles in 
length, and ten or twelve in breadth : And 
it is every where ^o be obferved through, 
thefe f)ari(hes, that around the place of the 
mioifler*s refidence, the inhabitants are al- 
moil all Proteftants ; but in the corners 
which arc remote from his refidence, they 
arc generally all Papifts. 

Now it is evident that thefe poor peo- 
ple can only be cured of'idlenefs, by teach- 
ing them manufaftures» to which they are 
wholly ftrangers : And it is hard to ima- 
gine how they can be refcued from Popiih 
ignorance, imtil there are feveral new 
pariihes erefted in thofe extenfive coun- 
tries. It would ill become me to pretend 
to direA the government of Britian on 
iiich an occafion ; but I know it to be tha 
opiixion'of many perlbns in thofe parts of 
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diftinguiflied wifdom and experience, that' 
if it ihould be thought fit to employ the 
produce of the eftates confifcated by the 
late rebellion for th<?fe valuable pnrpofes, 
this, with the thoufand pounds of his Ma- 
jcfty's royal bounty annually beftowed, 
would go a good way towards remedying 
tJiefe two great evils, with their train of 
mifefabie confequences, which we have of 
late fo deeply felt.. And who would not 
rejoice to fee all thefe poor people fliariag^ 
with us fully in all the privileges ~ and ad-- 
vantages of- Chriftians and of Britons ? I 
pray God to guide and profper every * 
fcheme for this purpofc ! And in this con- 
nexion I . cannot but mention and recom- 
mend "the fociety for propagating die 
knowledge of religion, and with^ it the 
principles of loyalty, in thefe highlauidr 
countries ; a defign in which fb many* 
worthy perfons, both in the Northern and 
Southern parts of our ifland, are incorpo*- 
rated. But their ftock is by no means c- 
qug,l to the purpofes here mentioned; and 
by their conftitution they ate confined to^ 
the fupport of fchools, which are indeed 
going on with great fuccefs, as far as the 
revenue will allow them.- 

But to return fi^om this^ tiatural, and 
tlij^rcfore, I hope, very pardonable digrcf- 
fion, the behaviour of Sir Robert Munroy. 
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and his regiment at the battle of Fon- 
tcnoy, M^as heard through all Britain. ^ Her 
had obtained kave of hh Royal HighnefsT 
the Duke of Cumberland to allow them 
their own way\ of fighting. They were- 
early in the field, and were ordered to at- 
tack the main battery of the French at the 
village from which the battle derives its 
name; which they did, and drove the e- 
nemy from it : But finding the body of the 
French forces deeply intrenched behind the 
battery, they did not give over the charge, 
but bravely drew up to attack them. Sir 
Robert, accordi-ng to the ufage of his coun-r 
trymen, ordered the whole regiment to 
clap to the ground on receiving the French 
fire 5 and inftantly, as foon as it was dif- 
charged, they fprung up, and coming clofc 
to the enemy, poured in their fhot upon 
them, to the certain deftruclion of multi- 
tudes, and drove them precipitately thro* 
their own lines: Then retreating, they 
drew up again, and attacked them a fe-i 
cond time after the fame manner. Thefe 
attacks they repeated fevei;al times that day,. 
to the farprife of the whole anny. 

Sir Robert was every where with his re- 
giment, notwithftanding his great corpu- 
lency; and when in the trenchej^, he was^ 
hauled out again by the legs and arms by 
liis own men. And it is obfervable, that 
when he conunanded the whole regiment 
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to clap to the ground, he himfelf alone, with 
the colours behind him, flood upright, re- 
ceiving the whole fire of the enemy ; and^ 
this becaufe, (as he ^aid) though he could 
eafily lie down, his great bulk would not 
fuffer him to rife fo quickly. 

His prefervation that day was the fur- 
prife and aftonifliment, not only of the 
whole army, but of all that heard the -par- 
ticulars of the aftion : And my informati- 
on relates, that. a mofl eminent perfon m 
the army Wtis heard to Iky upon the occa* 
fion,'* That it was cncHigh to convince 

* one of the.truth of the doftrine of predefti* 

* nation, and to juftify what King William 

* of gioriou's memory ufed to fay. Thai 

* every bullet has it billjet, or its parti- 
' cuiar direftion and commiinon where it 
^ fliould lodge.* It is added, that on the 
retreat of our army, the highland regiment 
was in the rear ; and a great body of the. 
French horfe being ordered to purfue, Sir* 
Robert made his regiment face about, and. 
gave them a general fii*e, fo full and effec- 
tual, that a gre^t number of th^m being 
brought to the ground, the reft wheeled 
about and rode off. 

But to cbfe what relates to Sir Robert 
Munro : As an acknowledgement^ for his> 
brave fervices at Fontenoy, as well as on- 
former occafions, his Majefly was pleafed 
to appoint him to fucceed General JPonfon- 
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by, who was flain there in the command 
of his regiment ; which was among the 
tropps that arrived at Newcaftle during 
the rebellioti, and made a part of General 
Wade's army. They were afterwards or- 
dered to Scotland ; and being upon tht left 
wing at the battle of FaUcrrk, on that fa- 
tal day, the 17th of January if^S'Sy the^ 
fhamefully left their brave Colonel and 
Lieutenaqt-Colonel, with five or fix more 
I of their officers, to be fcut id pieces. 

By the accounts which the rebels thcmi 
felves give of Sir Robert, he defended him- 
felf againft fix' of them jRixh his half-pike, 
and killed two of their number; upon 
which a feventh came up, and (as they 
fexpreffed it) poured a fhot into his belly, 
which brought him immediately to the 
ground. In this dreadful moment, in the 
midfl of all this extremity, his brother Doc- 
tor Mnnro, whom the warmcft inftances 
of his friends could not divert from expo- 
fing his perfon in defence of his country, 
and who was near at hand, ran to him to 
fupport him, attended by his fervant and 
the furgeon of the regiment ; but they 
were all murdered on the fpot in the moll 
barbarous manner by thpfe cruel men. 

Sir -Robert's body was the next day 
fought out ; and his face was To cut and 
mangled by thefe favages,, after he fell. 
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that it could fcarce be known. He was 
found and buried honourably in the church- 
yard of Falkirk by the Macdonalds, who, 
though engaged in rebellion againft their 
lawful Sovereign, could not but pay fomc 
public regard to the memory of fo valiant 
a man ; the principal perfons among the 
retels • attending him all the way to the 
grave. - 

, And thus fell thofe two, brave brothers, 

\ for the Doftor undoubtedly defcrves that 

• title with Sir Robert, who though pro- 

j fefling the 'peaceful art of medicine, ad- 

J ventured himfelf amidft the moft vifible 

jdano^ei*, fired with love to his illuftrious 

brottiv; ', and attempting in vain to bring 

him fome aid in his laft extremities, amidli 

armed enemies^ expired with him, no lefs 

lamented than he by all that imtimately 

knew him. Hdw juft that lamentation was, 

will appear from the accounts which I have 

had of the Doftor's charafter from his moft 

intimate friends, which I here fubjoin. 

He was a gentleman of an excellent un- 
derftanding, and had a brightnefs and foli- 
dity in his genius, which are not often uni- 
ted ; but which, when they conrur, do 
greatly illuftrate each other. He had been 
bred up to the ftudy of medicine and furgc- 
ry, which in Scotland are frequemly join- 
ed, as they have fo great an affinity. ^ He 
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* had a large flock of knowledge, not on- 

* ly in his own profeffion, but in moft parts 
« of polite literatui*e. But thefe (adds 
^ my correfpondent) I hold cheap, when 
' compared to the goodnefs* of his heart. 

* His greateft ftudy was to kno-w him/elf; 

* and 1 verily believe, that fince the early 

* ages of Chriftianlty there has not ap^ 

* peared a more upright perfon/ 

He fpent a great many years in the Eajl 
Indies^ and , had moft accurately and dili- 
gently inquired into the manners, cuftoras, ^ 
arts, and manufaftures of the natives, and 
vdl\o the produce and commodities of the 
country ; fo that he was much more ca*. 
pable of giving entertainment to perfons of 
curiofity in fuch things thitn travellers- com- 
monly are ; and his veracity was fuch, that 
^all who knew him could entirely depend 
upon whatever he reported as on his own 
knowledge. To all thefe advantages was 
added a memory remarkably tenacious of 
every circumftance with which he charged* 
it : But perhaps it was-' a lofs to the world 
that it was fo, as it hindered him from 
committing many extraordinary thiag^' to 
writing, which might have afforded im- 
provement, as well as delight, to the pul> 
lit. 

The want of fuch memoirs from fo able 
an hand is the more' to be regretted, as his 
remarkable modefty did not permit him to 
Z 
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talk much in company. One might ipcnd 
a good deal of time with him, without per- 
ceiving, by any hints from him, that he had 
ever been out of Britain : But when his 
friends k^xtitA.^ defirous of information on 
any- of thefc topics, as they fell in his way, 
he communicated his obfervations upon 
them with the utmoft freedom, and gave 
them the greateft fatisfaftion imaginable ; of 
which fome remarkable inftances happen- 
ed at the houfes of perfons of very confi- 
derable rank^who paid him that refpeft which 
he fo wxll deTerved, 

It was the more to be defired, that he 
fliould have left behind him fome written 
memoirs of his own remarks and adventures, 
as he was a moft attentive obferver of di- 
n)ine providence^ and had experienced man/ 
fingular inftances of it. One is fo remarkable, 
that it claims a place, here, brief as thefe 
hints muft necetfarily be.— ^r- After he had 
continued eight or ten years in the Eaft In- 
dies, he wzs. Jhipwreck'd on the Malabarian 
coaft, as he was on his palTage home : He 
faved his life on a plank, but loft all his 
effefts, except a fmall pared of diamonds,; 
This ruinous calamity as \v feemcd . to be, 
obliged him to return to ..^ Fort St George, 
where he experienced, far beyond what he 
could have expcfted, the extraordinary 
friendflaip of fcveral Englifli gentlemen of 
jhat fetiiement, and felt the folid effcfts of 
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it, as by their affiftiince he acquired much 
mora' in fix or feven years following, (for his 
whole flay in that coutttrv was about fix- 
teen years) than he loft by fhipwreck : 
And when he left the fettlement, hg had 
all fort of encouragement offered him to in- 
duce him to flay : but his health and o- 
ther circumflauces obliged him to return- 
home. 

^Thisreturri (which happened, if I mif- 
take not, about the year 1726) was a hap- 
py providence to many : For as he "was re-* 
markably fuccefsful in both the branches 
of the peculrar profeffionjhe took great pains 
in both : And as he did this withoui: fee or 
reward, when he was fatrsfied the circum- 
ftances of the afHifted needed fuch affiftance, 
he was an inftrument of faving many limbs, 
and many lives, which muft otherwife 'ixk 
all probability have been loft. 

To this account I muft beg leave to add 
what another of ray correfpondents, writes 
to rac concerning the. Doftor,, in the fol- 
lowing words : * As we were often by 

* ourfelv^, I ftiil found him inclined' to 

* turn our difcourfe to fpiritual fubjeds 

' concerning God and religion-, the offices ,,^ 
^ of the great Redeemer, and the power ' 
^ of God's Spirit in converting and fandli- 

* fying tlVe fouls of men, and the hope of 
< eternal life through . Christ/ I tran-* 
fcribe the paffag^ thus particularly concern-* 

Z 2 • ' 
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ing this pious Phyfician, as I efteem it, m 
one \ieW5 a peculiar honour to him;, and 
permit me to tiy, in another, to the pro- 
feffion itfelf : BleiFcd be God, that- tho' 
it is fu rare a cafe, yet there are thofe of 
that learned body whq arc not ajhamed of 
the gojpel of Cbriji ; but who knowing it 
to be true on iiicontellible evidence, and 
having feh (what one would imagine evdry 
racional creature who believes • it to be true, 
mufl immediately fee) its infinite impor* 
tance, have fteadily determined to fubmit 
to its influence^ and ta jnaintain its honours, 
in the midrt: ofall the fcorn and derifion 
of their infidel brethren*;, a determinatioD, 
which perhaps requires no lefs courage, c- 
fpecially in fome tempers, than that gene- 
rous inftance of fraternal love which will en- 
tail fuch' lafting glory on the memory of 
Doftor Munro. 

There yet remained one valiant Brother 
of this family, whom Providence referved 
for a few months, before he fliared the fate 
of the other two. The perfon I mean was 
Captain George Munro of Culcairn, Efq ; 
of whom I have conceived fuch an idea 
from the account of him which has been 
put into, my hands, that I cannot forbear 
wifhing the world were bleffed with a much 
larger narrative of his life and character 
than my inftruftions will, furnifti out, or 
than I ftiould have room to infcrt in fuch 
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ati appendipc as this. Much do J regret, 
that Providence never favoured me with 
an opportunity of being perfohally ac- 
quainted with him, efpeciiilly as I have 
reafon to believe, from what my friends 
in the Nort]b write, that he had the like 
difpofition towards forming a friendfhip 
with me, as produced fo quick a growth 
of it in the hreaft o£ Colonel Gardiner ; 
whom, on the whole, Captain Munro feems 
to hstve refembled almoft in every part of 
'his charaftern, taking it as it was (Ince that 
happy change, which I have fo largely de- 
fcribed in the * foregoing memoirs : But' 
what was wanting in my perfonal know- 
ledge, is fupplied by a 'large and animated 
account from my correfpondents, who had 
the befl opportunity of knowing him, and 
upon whole information I can fafely de-- 
. pend. 

Captain George Munro was ttie ' fecond 
trother of the family, the Doftor being 
the joungefl foa. He, like the other Gen* 
tlemen, had the advantage of a very liberal 
education, and foon difcovered marks of, 
a good genius, wliich might have qualified 
him for making a figure under any charac- 
ter in the learned world. Befides the o- 
ther branches of literature, common t© all 
the profeffions, he acquired a flock oi thea^^ 
/<?^/V^z/ knowledge J and^ before he was fe- 
venteen years old, he was well acquainted* 

Z3 
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with ecclejiajiical hijiory^ fo as to be able 
to give a good account of the advance and 
decline of the Chriftian intercft in various 
ages and countries, and the degrees and' 
manner by whrch the corruption and re-- 
formation of the church had ^ been intro-». 
duced, cilabliflied, or obft rafted. I the ra- 
ther mention thiSj as it fecnns to be an ac- 
complilbment of great importance ; on 
which account, I mach wonder, that the 
generality di young genflemen fcould thmk 
it fo little worth attending to ; and I wifh- 
I couH fay, that all who are intended for 
the miniftry were fo careful in purfuing ir,. 
as its ufefulnefs and its abfolnte ncceiEty to 
them might demand. 

But his tafte and talents particuflarhy lay 
for a military life ; and in the year 1715 
he behaved himfelf with great courage and 
aftivity during the whole courfe; of that 
rebellion ; and after the difperfioir of the. 
rebels, he was '^employed iii reducing the 
inhabitants of thofe highland- countries and' 
the adjacent illes, to a fubmtffion to "the 
government. v 

In the year 1719, when, on occafion of 
the inn)afton from Spain, General Wight- 
man, with the troops imder his command^ 
had waited long at Invernefs for a body of 
highlandmcn to conduft the troops thro* 
the mountains to Glenihiel; where the Spa*. 
Biards and rcbcfe were encamped j an4 
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■when many promifes of fnch affiftance made 
to the General had failed, Sir Robert Munro 
being then out of the country, his brother 
the Captain (erf whom we now Ipcak) af- 
fembled, in a molt expeditious manner, a 
body of the Munro clan^ and marched with 
rhc regular troops to Glenfliiel, where 

•they diftinguiftied tliemfelves by the gal- 
lantry of their behaviour, driving the e- 
fiemy before them in a fliarp aftton, in 
trhich many of them were killed, and 
more wounded ; and among the reft the 
Gap^tain himfelf ' in a very dangerous man- 
ner. He had,' however, the fatisfaftion 
to fee thefe' foreign int^ders^ ' and their 
rebel abettors , totally routed and difperfcd 
on the Pretender's birth-dayj, June loth : 

\And though his conftitution fuffered much 
by'the lofs of blood on this occafion, yet 
it pleafed God to recover him for further 
fervice to his country. 

As he ftill continued vigorous and ailivc 

, in the fervice of the government, he ob- 
tained the command of one of the indepeH" 
dent companies then in the* nationar pay : 
And when riiey were afterwards regiment- 
ed and* fent to Flanders, he attended them 
thither, and coniinited in the public fervice 
tilT the year 1744, when he became f6 
exceedingly ajihmaiie^ that he could not 
breathe in the Flanders air; On which Ge- 
neral Wade not ooly allowed him to fell his 
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commiffion, but, out of compaffion tp liis* 
jdiilrefs, joined his brother Sir Robert in 
obliging him to do it, and to return home : 
To which at length he fubmitted, though- 
not without regfet ; and thereupon ^rcturn*- 
ed to his dcmeftic feat at Newton in Rofs- 
fliire, in the views of fpending his days 
widi his fanaily and friends in a peaceful 
retreat. -But Providence determined o- 
therv/ife, and had referved for him ferae 
farther labours of a military life^ in which 
it had appointed him glorioufly to toil and' 
fall, after fcrvices which might have done 
an honour to his mod vigorous and aftive 
days. 

The late Avicked Sind unnatural rebellion- 
broke' QUt foon after his arrival ; and the 
danger of his country and its religious and 
civil conftitution gave him at once a new 
liock of life and fpirits.. 

When General Cope came to Invertiefs, 
and had been aflured of being joined by a 
number of highlanders to conduct him and 
his fmall army through the rebel countries 
between that town and Aberdeen, Captain 
Munro, with 2qo of his brother's dan, 
were indeed the only perfons that were 
found willing to perform the promifes tlfat 
>yere made by feveral others. He march- 
ed with the General direftly to Aberdeen, . 
from whence he was ordered to return 
borne J in which return he was under a iie«« 
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cefTity of marching through a great num- 
ber af the rebels, under -the comtnuTid of 
Gordon of Glehbucket, who lay on the 
road to attack the Captain and his partjr^ 
but Glenbucket finding that the Captain 
was determined to difpute every inch of 
ground with him, retired, and allowed him 
to proceed without diflarbance to Inver- 
Bcfs. 

Not long after that, the Ei^rl of Loudoa 
feat Captain Munro, in conjunftion with 
the Laird of Maclepd, with a body of men,, 
to relieve the city of Aberdeen, and thd 
neighbouring country, then greatly oppref- 
fed by the outrages committed upon them 
by Lord Lewis Gordon, and the rebels 
under his command. Accordingly the Cap- 
tain and Macledd proceeded as far as In- 
verary, (a fmali town a few miles weft of 
Aberdeen,) where they halted to receive^ 
i'nteHigence ; and from the narrownefs of 
the place, they were obliged to quarter a 
great number of their men in ^rftant places 
through the adjacent country. In tHe raeaa 
time, a confiderable reinforcement from the 
main body of the rebel army, which theri 
lay at Perth, was fent under the command of 
a French officer, fupported by their picquets 
and Irifli brigades: By the affiltance at which. 
Lord Lewis attempted to furprife and cut 
oflFihe Captain and his whole party. Inthi$ 
view they were moving towards Inverary, 
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m tlie dii/k of the evening, after Captain 
Munro and Maclcod had fcnt their men 
through the country to their quarters : But 
though there was not fuch good intelligence 
provided as might have been wiflied, thej 
were providentially difcovered at fuch a 

' dillance, that Capain Munro and the Laird of 
Macleod had time to draw up the men they 
had in the town of Inv^rary, in fo regular 
a manner, that in confequence of it they 
gave the enemy ^fuch a warm reception, 
attacking them at once in front and flank, 
that many of them were left dead in the 
field. The brave Captain and his aflbciatc 
continued • very fedate, intrepid, and ac- 
tive, during the heat of the. ikirmifli, till 
at Jafl: being overpowered by far fuperior 

numbers, they thought it advifeable to re- 
tire, and brought off their party fafe and 
in good order, excepting fome few who 
had been killed or taken prifoners. Among 
the latter was Mr Adam Gordon of Ar- 
doch, nephew to Gapntin Munro, who was 
feized by the rebels, and treated with a 
deal of rigour and feverity for a confider- 
able time while detained in their power. 
B\it they did not prefume to purfue the 
reft ; and the young gentleman at length 

*^made his efcape, to the great joy, of the 
family ; being, I liope, rcferved by Pro- 
vidence to tread in *thc fleps of his heroic 
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uncles^ and to blefs his country with fomc 
confiderable future fervices. 

. Upon thie retreat of the rebels north- 
ward before his Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of Cumberland, the Earl of Loudon had 
not fufficient ftrcngth to maintain his pof- 
. feffion of Invernefs againfl them : Where- 
upon he, with the Lord Prefident, and 
Captain Munro, retreated to the fhire of 
Sutherland, propofing to defend themfelves 
there, until the feafon . allowed his Royal 
Highnefs to march the troops to Invernefs. 
But in this interval, the rebels leaving 
fpread themfelves through the (hires of In- 
vernefs, Murray, and Rofs, they got pof- 
leffion. of a great many boats ; by the help 
of which they tfanfpbrted a great part of 
their body to the Sutherland coaft, under, 
the covert of a very thick fog. Upon 
which, the Earl of Loudon, with the Lord 
Prefident and the Captain, were obliged to 
retreat through the weftern parts of Rofs, 
into the Ille of Sky^ where they continued 
until the rebel army was broke and difperf- 
ed at the battle of CuUoden. * 

I have been the more particular in this 
narrative of the Gaptain*s conduft during 
the- rebellion, as it gives fome light into 
the fituation and tranfaftions of the friends 
of our couftitution in thofe parts at that 
time : And my information aiTures me, that 
the fafts are taken from perfons of undoubt- 
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•ed veracity, who were preFent with the 
Captain in his march to Aberdeen with Ge- 
neral Cope, and in his return from it, and 
who were with him in the ikirmifla at Invc- 
tary, and were afierward-s wttnclFes of his 
death. 

Upon his return from ^klt. Ifle of Sky, he 
was conftantly exnployed in expeditions 
through the rebel countries of great ex- 
tent, to reduce them to a fubmiffiofi to the 
government ; which he performed with 
diligence and zeal, but ftill with the great- 
eft humanity. This the rebels^ themfelves 
muft acknowledge:^ as he never did, the 
leaft injury to any man, and i^ all that 
vaft circuit which he made through thefe 
diftant countries, he neither himfelf feized, 
nor allowed thofe under his command to 
ieize any thing but arms ; and yet notwith- 
ftanding all this humanity, his diligence 
and zeal had been fuch in the whole of 
this rebellion, as rendered him obnoxious 
to the rage and revenge of the rebels, who 
bad vowed his deftruftion upon the iirft 
c^ortunity ; and becaufe they had not cou- 
rage to face him, they had recourfe to the 
bafe method of aJfa/ftnMtlon^ which was ef- 
fefted on the Load's day the 31ft «rf Auguft 
1746. He was then *on ^ long and necef*. 
fary march at the head of 500 men, on 
the fide of Locharkey, amongft the wild 
rocks of Lochaber, where, as he was paf- 
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fmg by the f|de of a wqod^ between the 
advanced guard- and the main body of his 
men. He was (hot dead by a villain, who 
concealed himfelf behind the trees and rocks 
in the wood, and who, by the advantages 
of that fituajion, got off without being dif- 
covered, and has never fmce been found 
oT^t: An event to the Captain, no doubt, 
moft' happy, and a bleffed kind of iriuanta- 
neous tranflation to the regions of endlefs 
pcaqe and triumphant joy; but to all who 
loved the public, not to be mentioned 
without the tender'eft fenfibility and deepeft 
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One of my correfpondents on this occa- 
lion concludes his account of the deaths of 
Sir Robert, the Doftor, and the Captain, in 
thefe words ; * Thus died thefe three wor- 

* thy men, to the irreparable lofs of th<s • 
^ country in which they lived; all of tliem 

* remarkable for a brave fpirit, full of lov^ 

* to thqir native land, and of difinterefled 

* zeal for religion and liberty ; faithful in 
^ their promifes, and ftcdfaft in their friend- 
^ fliip, abundant in their charity to the poer 

* and diftr<;ffed, and moderate in their re- 

* fentments, and eafy to be reconciled : 

* and efpecially remarkable for their great 
' and, entire love to each other, fo that 

* one foul feemed, as it were, to aftuate 
' * all thejhree*/ To which it might have 

* The intimacy, of their friendijiip* who chief- 
A a . 
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been added,— blcfledwHh a fifter, not iltVr 
worthy to make die fourth perfon in fucli 
a ftiendfliip. 

My other correspondent) in his charafter 
of the Captain, fpeaks in this manner : < The 
' great foundatiop of all Kis other virtues 

* was laid in a m<5fl fmcere and ftedfaft re* 
'. gard to the fupremc Being. He careful- 
' ly ftudied the great doftrincs of our ho- 
' ly religion, which he courageouily pro- 
' feffed, and as it was rcquifite, defended, in 

* whatever company he might be cad : He 

* did this with the greater freedom, as his, 

* praftice was always agreeable to it ; and 

* in particular his regard, both to the book 
\ and to the day of God* He had from 

* his infancy been trained up in an, ac- 

* qnaintance with the fci^ipture j and he 

* daily pcrufed it with pleafurc,. and 

* doubtlcf^ with advantage. And though 

< the natural chearfulnefs of his teipper 

< inclined him on other day^ to facetious 
^' turns in converfation, yet on tht fab- 
^ bath he was not only grave and devout, 
^ but carefully attentive, that all his fpeech 

]y fpunded on a fimilaiuy of charafler, might per- 
haps be further promoted by their bemg fo nearly of 
ihe fanie age: for Sir Robert was born A'ugnft zj. 
J 634, the Captain September i8. 1685, and the 
Dodor September 19. 16S7 ; Sir Robert therefore was 
I'am in hlsfixty-fecond year, the Captain in his (iX'- 
"'^•fiift, and the Doftor in his ffiy-ninth. 
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^ ♦might tfend to edificatiori, and' a^ far as 
« poffible, rirmiftct' grace to the hearfer^. 
' He was exemplary in th^ focial virtues, 
'temperate in the ulB of fdod and fleepj 

• * arid rbfe early for devbtiorij (wherein, 
' as in many other refpeft^, he'remarkaby 

I ' refeml)led his beloved friend Colonel' 

' Gardiner.) He \*^as allb thoroughly fen* 

' fible how much a fiiithful difcharge of 

*' relative duties is effcntial to the charac- 

' ter; of a Ghriftiatl* He approved him^ 

' feliP, therefore, as' a* brave arid Vigilant 

i *' officer, a niofl' aflive and faithful fer- 

[ ^ Vant of the croWn, and a true patriot 

;f ^ ' to his country in' the worft of times ; 

> ^ ' and in domeftii: life was exemplary as a 

^ * hufband, a father, and a mafter. He 

* was a moft afFeftionate brother, a faith- 
I * ful friend, a conftant benefaftor, and a 

* fure patron of the oppreffed ; and, to 
f ' crown all, was at laid in eflfeft a martyr 
J . * in the caufe of that religion he had fo 

* eminently adorned, and of thofe liber- 

* ties he had fo long and fo bravely de* 
' fended/ 

It muft give a fenfible pleafure to every 

reader, who enters into,. thefe things with 

I a becoming fpirit, to Vefleft, That not- 

j whhftanding thefe unparallelled and irrepa- 

* rable lofTes, tljis family^ which has been long 
celebrated for fo many worthy branches, 
is not yet extinfl j but that both Srr Ro- 
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bert Munro> ancj the Gaptaii^, have left 
thofe. behiiui them, who may act only bear 
up tli^ name, but if they., anfwer the hopes 
•which in the opening of life they give to . 
theiJ: country, may, add new. honours to it^ 

I hope the reader will, not lay down this 
narra^tive, which is. now brought to a, clofe, 
\^ithovt deriving fpme: ufeful leflbns from 
the remarkable train of providence, which, 
this Appendix, a$ vrdl as the preceding Me- 
nvpirs, offer, to hif obfervation. And the 
iljore be enters, into thefeJeflbns, the more, 
w^ill he be djfpofed to lift up his wifhes. and. 
prayers to God for thpfe valuable remains, 
iDoth of Sm Robert Munro's and o£ 
COLONEL Gardiner's family, which niay 
yet be within the* reach of fuch addreffes ; 
that God may gracipvifly fupport them in 
their forrows, and that all the virtues and 
graces of the illuftrious dead may live in 
them, and in their remoteft poftcrity. 
Amen ! 
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THE END^ 
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